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mages {ultained by the re?c&ive Shipa ; as alfo their
Lofs in killed and wounded, which your L.ordfhip .
will perceive is far from trifling. The Mainmalt of -
‘the Windfor Caftle being more than Three g_t_xanen
«cut through by a Granite Shot of Light Hundred
Weight, we have found great Difficulty in faving
it. 1 have the Honour to be, &c.

{Signed) J. T. DUCKWORTH.
Right Hon. Lord Collingwood, &c. &e. We.

P. S. Iam forry to obferve that, in the Courfe
‘of this Letter to your Lordlhip, I have omitted to
mention that, having placed the Honourable Cap-
tain Capel in the Eadymion, which had been ad-
vanced 1n the Stream of the Bofphorus, for the 1
Purpofe of afcertaining when the Squadron could
ftem the ‘Current, and for a watchful Obfervation of
the Movements of the Turks, as well as to facilitate
‘Communication with the Porte, I feel myfelf in-
debted to that Officer for his zealous Attention and
Affiduity during the Time he was placed in that
arduous Situation. § 1o g 1

Royal George, off Conflantinaple,
My Lorp, February 21, 1807. 3

I HAD the Honour of tran{mitting to your
Lordfhip, by the late Firlt Licutenant of the Ajax,
the various Details relating to the Tranfaétions of
the Squadron till the :7th Ultimo. Your Lordfhip
will from thence have been informed of my Refo-
lution of paffing the Dardanclles the firft fair Wind.
A fine Wind from the Southward permitted me to
carry itinto Effect on the Morning of the rgth.

Information had been given me by His Majelty’s
Minilter, Mr. Arbuthnot, and Sir Thomas Lous,
that the Turkifh Squadron, confilting of a Sixty-
four Gun Ship, Four Frigates, and feveral Cor-
vetts, had been for fome Time at Anchor within
the Iuner Caftle ; and conceiving it poffible they
might bave remained there, I had given Orders to
Rear Admiral Sir Sydney Smith to bring up with
the Thunderer, Standard, and A &ive, and deftroy
them, fhould our Paffage be oppofed.

Ata %gartcr before Nine o’Clock the Whole of
the Squadron had paffed the Outer Cattles, without
having returned a Shot to their Fire (which oc-
«calioned but little Injury). This Forbearance was
produced by the Dedrc of His Majeity’s Minifter,
.exprefled to preferve every Appearance of Amity,
that he might negociate with the ftrongeft Proof of
the pacific Difpofition of our Sovereign towards the
Porte: a fecond Battery, on the European Side,
fired alfo with as little Effect. At ha(l’zplﬂ: Nine
o’Clock, the Canopus, which, on account of Sir
Thomas Louis’ Knowledge of the Channel, joined
o the fteady Gallantry which I had before expe-
rienced, had been appointed to lead, entered the
narrow Puaffage of Scitos and Abydos, and fuftained
a very heavy Cannonade from both Caitles, within
Point-blank Shot of each. They opened their Fire
wpon our Ships as they continued to pals in Suc-
ceffion, although I was happy in obferving that the
very {pivited Retarn it met with had fo confiderably
diminifhed its Force, that the Effeét on the fternmoit
Ships could got have been fo fevere.

Immediately to the N. E. of the Cattles, and be-
tween them and Point Pefquies, in which a formid-
able Battery had been newly ereted, the fmall Squa-
drou which I have already alluded to were at An-
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chor, The Van Divifion of our Squadron gave them
their Broadfides as they paffed, and Sir Syduey Smith
with his Divifion clofed into the Midft, and the Ef-
fe&t of the Fire was fuch that in Half an Hour the
T'urks had all cut their Cables to run on fhore. The
Objet of the Rear-Admiral was then to deftroy
them, which was moft rapidly effe@cd; as in lefs than
Four Hours the whole of them had exploded, ex-
cept a {mall Corvette, and a Gun-Boat, which it
was thought proper to preferve. T inclofe to your
Lordhip a Statement of their Number, and when
| 2dd dlfo an Account of the Lofs His Majeflty’s
Ships have fuftained, I cannot help exprefing my
Satisfaion that we have fuffered fo flightly ; as,
had any of their Stone Shot, fome of which exceed
Eight Hundred Weight, made fuch a Breach be-
tween Wind and Water, as they have done in our
Sides, the Ship mult have funk; or had they firuck
a lower Matt in the Centre, it muft evidently have
been cut in two; in the Rigging too, no Accident
occurred that was not pcré&y arranged in the
Courfe of the next Day. The Sprihi%il ¥Yard of
the Royal George, the Gaft of the Canopus, and the
Maintop-fail Yard of the Standard, are the only
Spars that were injured.

It is with peculiar Pleafure that I embrace the
Opportunity, which has been at this Time afforded,
of bearing Teftimony to the Zeal and diltinguithed
Ability of Sir Sydney Smith ; the Manner in which
he executed the Service entrufted to him was worthy
of the Reputation which he has long fince {o jultly
and generally eftablithed. The Terms of Approbe-
tion in which the Rear Admiral relates the Condu&
of Captains Dacres, Talbot, Harvey, and Mouhray,
which, from my being under the Neceffity of paffing
the Point of Pefquies before the Van could anchory
he had a greater Opportunity of obferving than I
could, cannot but be highly flattering ; but I wasa
more immediate \Vitncfg to the able and officer-like
Condu& which Captain Moubray difplayed in Obe-
dience to. my Sigunal, by deftroying a Frigate with
which he had been more particularly engaged, hay-
ing driven her on Shore on the European Side, after
fhe had been forced to cut her Cables, from under
the Fire of the Pompeé and Thunderer. The Sixty-
four havinlg run on Shore on Pefquies Point, I or-
dered the Repulfe to work up and deltroy her, which
Captain Legge, in conjunétion with the Boats of
the Pompeé, executed with great Promptitede and
Judgment. The Battery on the Point, of more
than Thirty Guns, which, had it been completcly
finihed, was in a Pofition to have annoyed
the Squadron moft. feverely in pafling, was
taken Pofleflion of by the Royal Marines and
Boats’ Crews of the Rear Divifion; the Turke
having retired at their Approach, and the Guns
were immediately fpiked. This Service was per-
formed under the Dire&ion of Captain Nicholls,
of the Standard’s Marines, whofe Spirit and En-
terprize can never be dounbted; but as Circum-
ftances rendered it impra&icable to effeét the éntire
Deltrution of the Redoubt, Orders were given by
Sir Sydney Smith te Ca?tain Moubray, which £
fully approved, to remain at Anchor near the
Peiquies, and to employ Lieutenants Carrol and
Arabin, of the Pompée, and Licutenant Lawrie,
of the Marines, to complete the Demolition of the
Redoubt and Guns, which when performed, the



