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Downing-Street, April 12, 1807.
DISPATCH, of which the following is a
Copy, was reccived this Morning at the Office

of Vifcount Caftlereagh, one of His Majefty’s Prin-
cipal Secretaries of State, from Brigadier-General
Auchmuty, to the Right Honourable William
Windham :

SIR, Monte Videoy February 6, 1807.
HAVE the Honour to inform you, that His
Majefty’s Troops under my Command have

taken by Affault, and after a moft determined Refift-
ance, the important Fortrels and City of Monte
Video.

The Ardent, with her Convoy, arrived at Maldo-
nado on the sth of Janvary; and I immediately took
under my Orders the Troops from the Cape, com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Backhoufe. On
the 13th, I evacnated that Place without Oppo-
fition, leaving a fmall Garrifon on the Iﬂang of
Gorriti.

On confulting with Rear-Admiral Stirling, it
was determined to attack Monte Video; and I
landed on the Morning of the 18th, to the Weift-
ward of the Caretas Rocks, in a {mall Bay, about
Nine Miles from the Town. The Enemy were in
great Force, with Guns on the Heights, when we
difembarked ; but they did not advance to oppofe
us, and fuffered me to take a ftrong Pofition, about
a Mile from the Shore. A trifling Cannonade, and
{fome firing at the Qutpofts, commenced in the Af-
ternoon, and coutinued occafionally during our Stay
on that Ground. :

On the 19th we moved towards Monte Video.

The Right Column, under the Honourable Briga-

dier:General Lumley, was early oppofed.  Abuut
Four Thoufand of the Enemy’s Horfe occupied
Two Heights to his Frong and Right. As we ad-

vanced; a heavy Fire of Round and Gra ed
upon us; but :Yfpiritcd Charge in Frongpaoom?cnthe
Light Battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel Brown-
rigg, difperfed the Corps oppofed to him, with the
Lofs of a Gun. The Enemy on the Flank did not
wait a fimilar Movement, but retreated. They con-
tinued retiring before us, and permitted us, without
any further Oppofition, except a diftant Cannonade,
to take up a Pofition about Two Miles from the
Citadel, Our advanced Fofts occupied the Suburbs,
and fome fmall Partics were pofted clofe to the
Works; but in the Evening the principal Part of
the Suburbs was evacuated.

The next Morning the Enemy came out of the
Town, and attacked us with their whole Force,
about Six Thoufand Men, and a Number of Guus.
They advanced in T'wo Columns ; the Riiht’ con-
fiting of Cavalry, to turn our Left Flank, while
the other, of Infantry, attacked the Left of our Line;
this Column puthed in our Advanced Polts, and
prefled fo hard on our Out-Picquet, of Four Hun-
dred Men, that Colonel Browne, who commanded
on the Left, ordered Three Companies of the goth,
under Major Campbell, to their Support: thefe
Companies fell in with the Head of the Culumn,
and very bravely charged it; the Charge was as
gallantly received, aud great Numbers fell -on both
Sides; at length the Column began to give way,
when it was juddenly and impetuoufly attacked in
Flank by the Rifie Corps, and Light Batcalion, -
which 1 had ordered up, and dire&ted to the partica-
lar Point.  The Colomn now gave way on all Sides,
and was purfued, with great Slaughter and the Lofs
of a Gun, to the Town, The Right Columa, oh-
ferving the Fate of their Companions, rapidly re-
tired, without coming into A&ion.

The Lofs of the Enemy was confiderable, and
has been eftimated at Fifteen Hundeed Men ; their


http://tstiiiT--GtTiiei.il

