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From Cue0Dap December 16, to @>atlltDag December 20, 1806. 

The Speech .of the Lords Commifstoners lo both Houses 

of Parliament, on Friday, December 19, 1806. . 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

T T I S Majesty has commanded us to assure you, 

"^ •*• that, in the difficult and arduous Circum

stances under which you are now assembled, it is a 

great Satisfaction*to H i m - t o recur-to the Firm

ness and Wisdom of His Parliament, after so re

cent an Opportunity of collecting the Sense of H i s 

People. , 

H i s Majesty has ordered the Papers which have 

been exchanged in the Course of the late Negocia

tion with France to be laid before you. His Ma-

jesty has employed every Effort for the Restoration 

of general Tranquillity on Terms consistent with 

the Interests' and Honour of His People, and with 

that inviolable good Faith towards His Allies, by 

which the Conduct of this Country has always been 

distinguished. 
: T h e Ambition and Injustice of the Enemy dis

appointed these Endeavours, and in the fame Mo

ment kindled a frelh W a r in Europe, the Progress 

of which has been attended with the most cala

mitous Events. After witnessing the Subversion of 

the ancient Constitution of Germany, and the Sub

jugation of a large Proportion of its most consider

able States, Prussia found herself still more neariy 

threatened by that Danger which flie had. vainly 

hoped to avert by so many Sacrifices. She was 

therefore, at length, compelled to adopt the Resolu

t i o n of openly relisting this unremitted System of 

•Aggrandizement and Conquest. But neither this 

Determination, nor the succeeding Measures, were 

(^previously concerted with His Majesty ; nor had any 

'Disposition been stiewn to offer any adequate Satis

faction for those Aggressions which had placed the 

T w o Countries in a State of mutual Hostilitv. 

Yet, in this Situation, His Majesty did not hesitate 

to adopt, without Delay, such Measures as were 

best'calculated to unite their Councils and Interests 

against the common Enemy. T h e rapid Course of 

the Calamities which ensued opposed insurmountable 

Difficulties to the Execution of this Purpose. In 

the Midst of these disastrous Events, and under the 

most trying Circumstances, the good Faith of His 

Majesty's Allies has remained unsliaken. The Con

duct of the King of 'Sweden has been distinguished 

by the most honourable Firmness. Between K i s 

Majesty and the' Emperor cf Ruffia the happiest 

Union subsists—It has been cemented by reciprocal 

Proofs of good Faith and Confidence ; and His Ma

jesty doubts not that you will participate in H i s 

Anxiety to cultivate and confirm an Alliance which 

affords the best remaining Hope of Safety for the 

Continent of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the House qf Commons, 

His Majesty looks with Confidence to your A s 

sistance in those Exertions which the Honour and 

Independence of your Country demand. T h e Ne

cessity of adding to the public Burthens will be pain

ful to your Feelings, and is deeply distressing to H i s 

Majesty. In considering the Estimates for the va

rious-Branches, of the public Service, you will best 

consult His Majesty's Wishes by combining all prac

ticable Economy with those Efforts which it is ne

cessary to make against the formidable and increasing 

Power of the Enemy. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

T h e long Series of Misfortune which has afflicted 

t h t Continent of Europe could not fail to affect, in 

some Degree, many important Interests of this 

Country. But, under every successive Difficulty, 

His Majesty has had the Satisfaction of witnessing 


