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the Village of Redultion, which coserzd his Right
Flank, and his Torce confifted principally of Ca-
valry, { [ have been fince informed "I'wo "Thoufand,)
avith Eight - Field-Pieces.  The Nature of the
‘Ground was fuch, -that 1 was wnder the Neceflity
of going dire@ly to his Front; aud to make my
l.ine, as much as I could, equalto his, I formed
all the Troops into one Line, except the St. Hekena
Iafantry of Oue Handred and Fifty Men, which

T formed One Hundred and Twenty Yards in the

Rear, with Two Field Pieces, with Orders to make
face to the Right or Left, as either of our Flanks
thould be threatendd by his Cavahiy. I had I'wo
Six-Pounders on edch Tlank, and Two Howit-
zers in the Cebtwe of the Grlt Lire. Ia this
Order, I advanced 2gainlt the Enemy, and after
we hadgot within zange of his Guns, a Toengue of
Swamp eréffed our Front, and obliged me to halt
whilit the. Guns took a finall Circuit to <cofs, aid
which was {carcely performed whea the Enemy
opened their Field. Pieces on us, at ficfl well pointed,
but as we advanced at a very quick Rate, in {pite of
4he boggy Ground that very {oon obliged us to leave
all our:Guns behipd, lis Fire did us but littde Inju
1y. The 7 ift Regiment reaching the Bottom of the
Héights in a pretty good Line, {econded by the Ma-
rine DBattalion, the Enemy would not wait their
-nearer Approach, but retired from the Brow of the
Hill, which. our T'roops gaining, and commencing a
Fire of fmall Arms, he fled with PreciP'u:mion, leav-
ing to as Four Field-Pieces and One Tumbril, and
-we {aw nothing mor¢ of him that Day.

1 halted - Two Hours on the Ficld to reft the
"Troops,. and to make Arrangements for taking
with us the Enemy’s Guns{and our own, which
had now, by the Exertions of Captain Donnelly, |
of His Majelty’s Ship Narciffus, ﬁegn extricated
from the Bog. He had accidentally landed, and ac-
.companied the Troops, on feeing them advance to !
the Enciny, and I am much indebted to him for
his voluntary Affitance. ’

V"I then matched in hopes -of preventing the De.-
#iruétion: of the Bridge over the Rio %:huclo, a
River at this Seafon of the Year not fordable, and

“*"swhich laysbetween us and the City ; diftant from it
“iahout Three Miles, and’ Eight from our then Situa.

;tion 5 and _though -1 wled every Diligence, I héd
‘the Mortification to fee ‘it in Tlames ﬁa,ng. before 1
.could reach-it. I halted the Troops.for the Night

-'a Mile-from t, and puthed on Three Compaanies of

ahe 7t -under - Lieutenant Colonel Pack, with
“Two Howitzets, to the Biridge, to endeavour to
prevent its total Deftru@ion. -~ §- accompanied this
Detachment, but on'reaching the Bridge found it-
«atirely ‘confumed 5 and as the Enemy during the:
Night was heard bringing dowu Guns, 1 withdrew
the Detachment before Light, as their Pofitionwas
ghoughit too:open and expofled tothe Bnemy’s Fire,
who had at’ Nine 0”Clock;, on hearing fome of our
Soldiers.go to the River go get ‘Water, .opened a
Fire from their Guns, and a .conliderable Line of
Infantry..-. - . FT R
As foan. as it was light T Fent Captain Kennet |
.of the Engineers 1o recannoitré:the Sides of ihe Ri-
ver, and. found that.on our 5idé we had little or no0

Cover to.prote@ us, \sfhilﬁ'»tlié'_efl:}eztr.y avere draws

wp behind Hedges, Houles,.and in the .Shipping on

he oppolite-Bauk, the river-iot Thirty Yards wide:
As owr’ Sitvavion asd Circumftance could not admit

of the lealt Telay, I determined to force .the Paf-
fage, and for that Purpofec ordered down the Field
Pieces, which, with the Addition of thole taken .
from the Enemy the Day before, were Lleven (one
I had -{piked and lefr, not Leiog able to bring it
off), to the Water’s Edge, 'and ordered the Infantry
to remain in the Rear, under Cover, except. the
Light Company and Grenadiers of the 718,  As
onr Guns approached, the Enemy opened a very -
il dive@ted Tive from great Guos and Mufquetry; -
the former foon cvaled after our Fire opened, the
Tatter was kept up for more than Half an Hour, but
though clofe to us, did usbut little or no Injury, {o
il was it dire@ed. We then found Means, by Boats
and Rafts, to crofs afew Men over the Rio Chuelo,
aud on ordering all Fire to ceale, the litde of them

 that remained ceafed alfo.

~ The Troops which oppofed us during thefe Two
Days appezr to have been almolt entirely Provincial,
with a confiderable Proportion of Veteran Officers.
The Numbers that were affembled to difpute our
Paffage of the River. I have been f{ince informed .
were about T'wo Thouland Infantry, T had no Reafon
from their Fire to fuppofe their Numbers fo great,
the Oppofition was very fecble; the only Difhiculty
was the crofling the River to get at them.

I cannot omit reporting to you that I had the
moft juft Caufe to Le fatisfied with the Condu& of

every Officer, and all the Troups under my Com-

mand: To Licutenant-Colosel Pack of the it
every Praife is due, as well as to that excellent Re-
giment. The Battalion of Marines, commanded b
Captain King of the Royal Navy, not only behaved
with the utmoft good Condud, but witha Difcipline
in the Field much beyond what could have been ex-
pefed, though every Exertion to effe@ it had been
ufed by Commodore Sir H. Popham, and every
Officer of the Royal Navy. during the Paflage. ...

A Corps of Seamen, who Bad been drilled to .
Small Arms, were alfo landed ; they were between
Eighty and Ninety in Nomber, and I was under the
Neceflity of attaching them 1o draw the Guns, -
which they did with a Checrfulnefs and Zeal that did
them great Credit ; and I was under great Obligation-
to Captain Xing for his A&ivity in preparing: Rafts,
Boeats, &c. to pals the Rio-Chuelo. .«

Lieutenant-Colonel Lane, and the St.: Helena
Troops, -alfo merit my Thaoks for their good Con-
duét; as does Captain Ogilvie, commanding the Ar-
tillery, for the Manner in which the Guns were con-
dufled and ferved. Captain Kennett of the Royal.
Eungineers, was partiaularly ferviceable by his Intel-
ligence and Zeal; as were the Honorable Major
Deane, my Brigade Major, and the Honorable
Enfign Gordon of the 3d Guards, my Aide-de-
Camp. _ :

. By Eleven 0'Clock A. M. T had got fome Guns

and the greatell Partof the Troops acrofs.the River, B

and feeing no Symptoms of further Oppoiition, and
learning that the Troops in general had deferted. the.
City, Motives of Humanity mduced me to fend, by

} 4he Honorable Enfign Gordon, 2 Summoens to-the

Governor 1o deliver to me the City and Fortrefs,
ahat the Excefles and Calamities which weuld mofy

\ivbbablyf oceur if the Troops entered in a hoftile

: Ia}m};r might be'avoided ; iuforming him that the
Britilh Chara&ler would infure to. them the exercife
of their 4clgg"rqn, and Prote@tion to. their Perfong

dnd"all Private Property. He returned fo ‘me as



