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Admiralty-(j’fﬁce, Auguft 2, 180¢6.

Copy of a Letter from the Earl of 81 Vincent, K. D.
Adniral and Commander in Chief of His Majefly’s
Fleet employed in the Channel, Soundings, . to
Williem Marfden, E g; doted on board His Ma-
jelly's Ship the Hibernia, off Ufbawt, the z7th Fuly
1806. .

SIR, '
‘E INCLOSE the Relation of a very gallant Ac-
tion in which the moft intrepid Valour has been
manifefled, and the National Charalter highly fufl.
tained , but I greatly lament the Lofs of a Number
of brave Men in the Performance of it, flattering
mylelf however that Sixteen of them are Prifoners.
Iam, &c.

Centour, off Rechfort,
My Lozp, Fuly 19, 1866.

¥ BEG Leave to inclofe to your Lordfhip, a Let-
ter I have received from Captain Rodd, of His
Majeity’s Skip Indefatigable, giving an Account of
an Attack made by a Boatfrom each Line of Battle
‘Ship of this Squadron, and thofe of His Majelly’s
Ships Indefatigable and Iris, oa Two Corvettes and
a Convoy, in the Entrance of the River Garogne.
Le Czfar, the largeft Corvette, was boarded and
«arried by the Divifion of Boats led ¢n by Lien-
-tehant -Sibly, Firlt Lieutenant of the Centaur,
in a Style highly honorable to the National Cha-
xalter. The Wellern Breeze that fprung up after
the Boats left the Indefatigable, and blowing
ftronger as they advanced, was truly perplexing,
for it was the only Circumftance that could have
pprevented the Whole falling into our Hands ; they
took Advantage on the firlt Attack, and made fail,
and clcaped before the Wind and Tide up the Ga-

ronne ; it was impoflible for the Boats to prevent |

them. 'The firm Refiftance made by the Corvette
caufled a greater Lofs than could be expe&ed, but
nothing could withitand the Bravery of the Officers
and Seamen employed.

~ To Lieuntenant $:bly’s Gallantry no Words of
mine are equal to do juflice, every one {peaks of
him in Terms of the higheft Commendation, and
I had before, in the Weft Indies, experienced his
brave Conduét, and now has Seven {evere Wounds,
bue I hope noue mostal, and I beg Leave to recom-

St. VINCENT..{

mend him as an Officer truly deferving the Atter-
t'on of my Lords Commiflicners of the Admiralty.
" To Licutenant Paiker, Firlt of the Indcfaigable,
much Praife is due, and given him by Licutcnant
Sitly. for his brave Support and able Condiét in
managing the Corvette after he was wounded.

The Lofs of the Boats was unavoidable, of that
of the Revenge, with her Officer and Ciew, 50 cer-
tain Account can be obtained ; there is a faint Hope
fhe may have been driven up the Garonne.

I have the Honor to be, &c.
. (Signed) SAM. HOQIs,
Right Hon. the Zarl of St Viacent, K. B.
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o Indefatizable, off Rockefors,
SIR, : 17t Fuly, 18¢6.

E HAVE the Honor to acquaiut you, i obe-
dience to your Orders of the r4th Inflart, I
gave the Command of the Boats of the Squadran
you feat me by the Itis, for the Purpole of endea-
vouring 1 capture or deftroy the Freach Convoy, ia
the Entrance of the River of Bourdeanx (with the
Addition of Three from the Indefatigable,and Three
from the Iris,) to Lieutenant Sibly, of the Cep-
tacr. with all the Information I was in pofliffion of
relpeéing their Sitvation on the Evening of the
15th, it appearing a favourable Time to make the
Attempt ; though fome Time after the Boats had

quitted the Indcfatigable, the Wind fhifted to the

Weftward and came on to blow freth, potwithftand-
ing the Boats proceeded to Verdun Road, hoarded
and carried the French Brig Le Czfar, of Eighteen
Guns, and by the Roile d’Equipage, Eighty-fix
Men, commanded by Monfieur Louis Frangois
He&or Fourré, Licutendnt de Vaiffeau. The con-
fliét was fevere on both Sides, the Frenchmen being
in every Refpedt weli prepared, expeéling the At-
tack. The Wind coming on to blow frefh, and the
Tide running very ftreng, was much againft the
Boats; but nathing could withftand fuch Men led
on by the Officers who commanded them.
Licutenant Sibly, I lament ta fay, is badly
wounded in feveral Places, though, from the Rea
por'ts of the Surgeon, I trult, will recover. To
this gallant Officer, (whofe Conduét is fpoken of
by all who were under his Command with Adnira-
tion,) I beg to refer you for Particulars. The Con-
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