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His Majesty's Ship Franchise, at anchor, 

S I R , off Campeachy, January 7, 1806. 
A V I N G received infoimation from a Neutral, 

that several Spanish Vessels had very lately 
arrived in the Bay bf Campeachy, and conceiving 
i t practicable, from the local Knowledge I l i ad of 
that Place, that they might be cut out without 
•running much Risk; I have presumed in conse
quence to ex tend ' the Limits of the Orders with 
which you honored me, and proceeded to this An
chorage ; and although I am well aware of the 
great Responsibility, yet, as it was undertaken solely 
with a view of forwarding the King's Service, by 
distressing his Enemies, so I have the Vanity to 
hope it will be sanctioned with your high Appro
bation. 

I have therefore the Honor to report that I last 
Eveninganchored the Franchise in Quarter less Four 

"Fathoms, a-breast the Town of Campeachy, and as 
it" was impossible, from the Shallowness o f the 
Water , to approach nearer to the Shore than Five 
Leagues, 1 dispatched the Senior Officer, Lieu
tenant John Fleming, accompanied by Lieutenant 
P . J . Douglas, the Thi rd , Lieutenant Mends of 
'the Marines, and Messrs. Daly , Lamb, Chalmers, 
.and Hamilton, Midshipmen, in Three Boats, with 
Orders to scour the Bay, and bring off such o f t h e 
Enemy's Vessels as they might fall in with. But 
from the Distance they had to row, joined to**the 
Darkness of the Night , and the Uncertainty of 

' t hd r Position, it was Four o'Clock in the Morning 
before they could possibly arrive, long after the 
rising of the Moon, which unfortunately gave 
the Enemy Warning of their Approach, and 
ample Time for Preparation, even to the tricing up 
of their boarding Nettings, and projecting Sweeps 
to prevent the Boats from coming alongside ; and 

.although the x*\larm was thus given from, one End 
ot the Bay to the other, and instantly communi
cated to the Castle on Shore, yet nothing could 
damp -the Ardour and Gallantry of the Officers and 
Crew who had volunteered on this (as it ultimately 
proved) hazardous Service, for that Instant T w o 
-of His Catholic Majesty's Brigs, one of Twenty 
Guns and One- Hundred and Eighty Men, the 

-other of Twelve Guns and Ninety Men, accom
panied by an Armed Schooner of Eight , and sup
ported by Seven Gun-Boats of T w o Guns each, 
flipped their Cables, and commenced a most severe 

. and heavy Cannonading on the Three Boats, 
which nuist soon have annihilated them, had not 
Lieutenant Fleming, with "great Presence of 
Mind and unchecked Ardour , moll boldly dashed 

. ,on, and instantly laid the nearest Brig on boar/d. 
H e was so quickly supported by his Friend, Lieu
tenant Douglas, in the Barge, and Mr . L a m b , 
in the Pinnace, that they carried her in Ten Mi
nutes, notwithstanding the very powerful Resistance 
they met with. T h e Whole of this little Flotilla 
pursued them for some Distance, keeping up a con
stant siring of Guns and Musketry, which was so 
smartly returned both by the Brig and Boats, that 
they loon jetired to their former Position, leaving 
Lieutenant Fleming in quiet Possession of his Prize, 
which proved to be the Spanish Monarch's Brig 
l iapola , pierced, for Sixteen, but only Twelve Guns 
mounted, exclusive of Cohorns, Swivels, and nume
rous sm-j'ii Arms, with a Complement of Ninety 
Men , hut only Seventy-five actually;on board ; the 

Captain, Don Joaqnin de la Cheva, with the senior 
Lieutenant, the Civil Officers, and a Boat 's Crew 
being absent on Shore. She appears almost a new-
Vessel, coppered, fails well, and, in my humble Judg
ment, admirably calculated for His Majesty's Ser
vice. I t is with the most heartfelt Satisfaction I 
have to announce, that this Service was performed 
without the Loss of a single Man, and only Seven 
slightly wounded. But I lament to say that that 
Pleasure is in a great Measure damped by the great 
Effusion of Blood on the Par t of the Enemy, they 
having had an Officer and Four Men killed, many 
jumped overboard and drowned, and the Command
ing Officer and Twenty-five wounded, many of 
whom, I am sorry to add, are, in. the Surgeon's 
Opinion, mortally. I have therefore, from Motives 
of Humanity, sent the Whole of them on Shore 
with a Flag of Truce , where the brave bu t unfor
tunate Wounded can be better taken Care of, which, 
I trust, you will approve. Lieutenant Fleming 
speaks in the highest Terms of Approbation of the 
prompt and gallant Support he met with from Lieu
tenants Douglas and Mends, as well as the other 
Officers and Crew under his Orders. Indeed there 
was not a Man on board but was anxious to be of 
the P a r t y ; and I am sorry I could not indulge 
Lieutenant T . J . Peschell, the Second, but his 
Presence was absolutely necessary on board. 

T o an Officer of your discriminating Judgment , 
I trust-1 shall stand excused if I take the Liberty of 
recommending Lieutenant Fleming to your Notice 
for his meritorious Conduct on this Occasion. H e 
appears' to me to be an Officer of distinguished 
Merit and Bravery, and I understood he was highly 
respected by his late Captain, the good, the amiable, 
and my gallant Predecessor the Flonorable John 
Murray. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) C . D A S H W O O D . 

To James Richard Dacres, Esq; Commander 
in Chief, iffc. &c. &c. 

Admir'alty-Offi-ce, April 15, 1806. 

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Dacres, Comman-
' der in Chief sf liis Majesty's Ships and Vessels at 

Jamaica, to William Marsden, Esq; dated on board 
His Majesiy's Sloop Shark, Port-Royal, February 9,. 
Ir"o6. 

S I-R, 

H I S Majesty's Ship Magicienne, (Penguin iri 
Company,) having captured the Spanisii Packet 

El Carmen, I inclole you a Copy of Captain Mac
kenzie's Let ter for their Lordships' Information. 

I am, &c. 
J A M E S R. D A C R E S . 

His Majesiy's Ship Magicienne, Mona 
S I R , Passage, February 4 , 1806. 

jN the '25th Ultimo- His Majesty's Ship under 
my Command captured, after a Chace of 

Twelve Hours , El Carmen Spanisli Packet, com
manded by an Officer of the fame Rank as a Cam-, 
mander in the British Navy ; she is pierced for Four
teen Guns," buc had only T w o mounted, and Eigh
teen Men ; the Penguin Sloop was in Company. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 
A D A M M A C K E N Z I E . 

James Richard Dacres, Esq; Commander in 
Chief, c****. 0c. o r . 


