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MONDAY, MARCH 24, 1806.

il

Admiraly-Qffice, Mareh 24, 1856.

AYISPATCHLES, of which the following are
Copies, from ‘Vice-Admiral SirJohn Thomas
Duckworth, :K. B. commanding a Squadron of ‘His
“Majelty’s Ships, addrefled 10 William Marfden, Efg;
.and brought to England by Captain Natbaniel Day
~Cochrane, were Yefterday rcceived af the Admi-

~zalty : : o
T o Superb,to Leeward of the Town of §t. Do-

:STR, mingue. about 12 Leagaes, Feb. 7, 18¢0.

&S I feel it highly momentous for His Majelty’s
f Service, that the Lords Commifiancrs of the
. Admiralty fhould ‘have ‘the earlicft Information of
«the Movements of the Squadron wader my. Com-
~mand, and as T have no other Veflel than the Kihgs-
shther that T feel jultificd ‘in difpatching, 1 hope
.neither their Lordihips-or Vice- Admiral Lord Col-
dingwood will deem me defe@ive in my Duty to-
«wards his Lordthip by addrefling you on the happy
‘Tvent of Yefterday; and as you will receive my
: Letter of the 3d luftant herewith, T fhall only fay,
1161t wot a Moment ‘in getting through the Mona
. Paffage, and on thesth in the Afcernoon was-joined
. by the Magicienne, with a further Corraboration
. from various Veflels fpoken, of an Enemy’s Force
. of Ten fail of the Line, with as many Frigates and
. Carvettes,. Leing jn thefe Seas; T therefore continued
_under ealy Sail for the Night, ia my Approach off
; the Town of St. Domingne, having given Ordersto
~ Captain Dunn of the Acalta, whole Zeal aud A&i-
;vity. I have cxpérienced for a Scries of Years, to
. make Sail with the Magieitone, Captain M¢Kenzie,

“Lwo. Hours. before Day-kght,.to recannoitre, when

at Six o’Clock the Acafta, to our great ‘Joy, ‘made
the Signal” for Two of the Enemy’s Trigates;
and before Seven, for Nine Sail at an Anchor: at

-Half pall, that they were getting under Weigh ; the

Squadron under my Command then in clofe Order
with all Sail ict, and the Superb, bearing my Flag,

Jeading, and approaching fait, fo as to difcover be-

fare Eight ¢’Clock that the Evemy were in a com-
pa&t Line, under all Sail, going before the Wind
for Cape Nifao, to Windward of Ocoa Bay ; and as
they confited of only Five Sail of the Line, Two'
Trigates, and a Caorvette, (which hereafter will be,

. named, ) 1 concluded, from the Information I was

in Pofleflion of, that they were endeavouring to
form a Jun&ion with their remaining Force, and in
-confequence fhaped my Courle to render abortive
fuch Luotention, which was completely effedied by a
little after Nine, fo as'to make an Aéion certain. I
thevefore telegraphed the Squadron, that the princi-
pal Objeét of Attack would be the Admiral and his
Seconds; -and at Three Quarters palt Nine, for
the Ships to take Stations for their mutual Sup-
port, and engage the Enemy as they got up,
and a few Minutes after, to engage as clofe
as pofable, when, at a Thort Period afier Ten,
therSuperb clofed upon the Bow of the Alexander,
the leading Ship, and commeaced the A&ion; but
after three Broadlides, fhe (heered off: the Signal
was now made for clofer Aiion, and we were eu-
abled to attack the Admiral in the Imperial, {for-
merly Le Vengeur,) the [ire of which had beeu
heavy on the Novthumberland, bearing the Hon.
Rear-Admiral Cochrane’s Tlag. By this Time, the
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