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Lord Chamberlain*'s-Ostice, March r, i 8 c 6 . 
O T I C E is hereby given, that there, will be a 
Drawing-Room at St. James's , on' Thursday 

next, the 6th Instant. 

.Admiralty-Office, March 1, 1806. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Sir Home Popham, os 

His Majesty's Ship Diadem, to William Marfden, 
Esq; dated in Table Bay, January 13 , 1806. 

S I R , . -
H A V E the H o n o r to transmit you Copies of 
T w o Letters , which I Yesterday received from 

Captain Donnelly, who had been detached to pro
cure Intelligence ; and,., in Justice to an Officer of 
such Merit , I caniiof.omit expressing my Regret that 
I was deprived of the Benefit of his Exertions in 
the-various Duties which have" been lately carried-on 
a t this Place. . . - ' . ; ; . 
ir. I have the Honor to be, See. <-'*<.-

.-- ' - H O M E P O P H A M . 

His Majesty's Ship Narqffus, Cape Mount, 
•*:-*. . . Coast of Africa, N.E. Five Leagues j 

S I R , Odober 30 , 1805. 
" " P R O C E E D I N G on the secret Service which you 
•*•* did me^the HonoV of charging me with, I fell 
in with tbe Columbus Guinea-Ship Yesterday,- the 
Master of which; Mr. Callow, informed me a Brig 
and Schooner, French Privateers; were infesting this 
Coast, and had captured the Horat io Nelson, the 
stoutest Ship coming out this Season, alter a se-
yere" Action. 

' I immediately disguised tiie Ship-I command, and 
edged iu Shore, in the Hup-e of meeting them, di
recting the Columbus to proceed' on her Vovage 
down the.Coast. A t Ten o'Clock this Mo"niiin<- uc 
-descried the abovementiontd Privateers-, and the 
Hbra t ib Nelson in chace pf the Columbus ; and, as 
we perceived them, coming fast up -with- her, we 
stood towards them completely disguised, arid cut 
them-off froni her. .Iri pa-fling, I directed her'Mastcr 
still to keep, running away. When the Privateers saw 
us separate they wore, and stood towards us.- When 
we approached within Pistol-shot; they commenced 
a Fire, assisted,by the H o r a t i o Nelson, which carried 
Twenty Nine-Pounders, and T w o Twelve-Pounders. 
W e were obliged to fire upon theci*, and did them 

much Damage, before thc largest struck. When 
we got Possession, we immediately pursued the H o 
ratio Nelson, in Preference to the Schooner. 

In the mean Time the Columbus wore, and stood 
towards the Horat io Nelson,-and exchanged Broad
sides as they passed ; and ffie afterwards wore, and 
kept siring at her, until we arrived up with \\tr, when 
stie struck. 

I have given her in Possession of Mr. Callow, Mas
ter of the Columbus, who behaved very well on the 
Occasion, in order to her being sent to Cape Massa-
rida, where her late Master and Part of the Crew, 
are ; and I rejoice this Nest-of Thieves (for they 
have plundered from all Nations) is destroyed, par
ticularly as we spoke many valuable Vessels just 
coming on the Coast. T h e Schooner escaped with 
only a few Men on board, as her Crew were sent ou 
board ' the Horat io Nelson, which was fitted for 
cruizing. I have the Honor to be, Sec. -

. (Signed) R O S S D O N N E L L Y . 
Commodore Sir Home Popham, K. M. 

&c. &c. &c. 

P . S. T h e Brig we captured is named Le Pru
dent, of Four Twelve-Pounders, E ight Six Poun
ders, aud Seventy Men. 

His Majestfs Sbip Narcissus, off lhe Cafe 
S I R , of Good Hope, Christmas Day 1805. 

Y E S T E R D A Y Afternoon, while we were an--
xionfly looking out in the Ship I command, 

for the Squadron and Convoy under your Order.?, 
we discovered a Ship coming from the Land about 
Table-Bay, in chase, steering down hefore-the Wind ; 
(he 3pproached within Eight or Nine- Miles, and 
then hauled her Wind from us. W e instantly pur-.* 
sued-, and kept* her in view until half-past Nine at 
Night, when the Weather became so thick we io't 
Sight of her. 

fudging, however, fron* her .fast f i l ing , she was 
a Ship of War, and would most likely push back 
for the Cape-Town to give.Intelligence of our being 
on the Coast, I ply'd to Windward all Night to cut 
her off, and at Daylight had the Pleasure of .seeing 
her at a considerable Distance to W i n d w a r d ; , at 
Nine o'Clock we- neared her fast, and fearing flic 
would make in for the Shore, I used*, every Endear 
vour-to prevent it, -but.without Effect,- as she wa£ 
still to Windward of us, aud after various Manctu-


