which is now it Poffeffion’ of Flis-Majefty’s T'roops
-under - that renowned . General Sir David Baird, [
weonfider it unneceflary to trouble their Lordfhips
-with a detailed Account of ithe: Proceedings of - the
-cFleet » from- St. Salvador, avhich, howewer iwill: be
- conveyed: in -another -Difpatch. '
+ On the 3d Inftant, we nadeTable Land; acd on
the 4th, tm the Evenivg, we reached- osur precin-
certed Anchorage to the  Weltward of  Robben
" “Ifland;- though- too late to do any Thing but take
«7 fupérficid] View of Blué Bery -Day, *where it was
~propofed to_landthe main” Body of*the’ Army,
=miking *however a Demonitration off Greew Point,
~"with the¢ Tueda” Frigate;-and the “Fraifports- con-
- “taining® the--24th Repiment; which- was- certainly
—=:Well executed by Captain Honyman,
On the-sth, at Three 0’Clock id the Morning,
the Troops were put in the Boats and affembled
* alotigfide of the Lfpoir, but the Surf rat’ {5 high,
“that 2 Landing was deenvedt totally- Tmpracticable,
-and.- confequently *'thé’ Treops returned to their
*-Bhips 5 and I imntediately accompanied the General
~on board the Efpoir for’the Purpofe of making a
“clofé* Examination of the whole Coaft from Craig’s
Tower to Lofpard’s Bay ; on no Part of which did
“it-appear poliible td-land a' fingle Boat without
extreme "Danger.
To the evil'Conlequences of Delay in commenting
*Gperations on an Enemy’s’Coalt, was to be added
the very-atarming Poffibility that’ fome Reinforce-
ment might arrive by one of - the various’ Squadrons
“in Motion when we left Europe ; ahd therefore the

" General and myfelf were induced to coifider -that

~*however difficult the Tafk might be of advancing
_ “from Salddnha Bay, yet- it was aw“Gbjeét of very
- great Moment to accomplifh a fafe and {peedy Land-
“ing for the Troops ; -and-the faftant ‘the:‘Decifion
- was-made, the 1dioméde, with ‘the *Tratifports -of
“the-38th Regiment, the Cavalry Ships, and a Pro-
portion of Artillery, wnder the Orders of ‘Brigadier
FGeneral Beresford failed for Saldanba, preceded by
“Captain “King in the Efpoir, having on board Cap-
~tain Smyth of the Engineers (an Officer well ac-
oquainted with the Country)) with a2 View of feizing
- the Polt-Maller, artd as many Caitle - as -pdfiible,
. ~—antecedent to-the Arrival of the advanced Divition
- cf theé Tleet.
* :Soon after. the Diomede - weighed, the ‘Wefterly
Wind began to abate and on the 6th in the Morn-
. ing, the Officers examining the Beach reported-that
+ » the Surf had cosfiderably fubfided during the'Night;
- which indeed was o evidéit from thevDiadem when
- fhe ftuod in Shore, that I requefted Sir David Baird
. ~to permit:General Fergulon, and-Colonel Brownrigg,
i the Quarier-Mafter. General, to attend the Officer
on his” fecond Examinatien, .that their Teelings
. might in fome Meafure be balanced againft thofe of
- profeffional Men, and to fatisfy the Army. that no
+Meafure,-in which its.Safety was fo intimately .con-
- nefted, thould be.determined on without due.and
..proper Deliberation. :
y. Incthe:mean Time-the Diadem, Leda, and: En-
counter were placéd in a Situation to render the moit
effeCtual Aflitance; and the 7:1ft and 72d Regi-
+ ments, with Two Field Piecesand 2 Howitzer ready,
.. .mounted, .in"the Boats.of the Raifonable and Belli-
» * qieux, rendezvoiiled alongfide the Two former Ships,
 dnanifelting the moft ardent 'Defire for the Signal

utdrom Geutral Fergufon ;-at-this Moment thePro. “Caille,
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tefor.joined 'the Squadvon, afid Captain Rowléy,
who was well-acquainted with the Anchorage, volua-
: teeved hiscServices to place her to the Northwarg;
fo as to crofs the Fire of the Encounter, and mare
- effedtiially aover the landing of the Troops. .
Captain  Downman at the. fame Time went in

Febty to .purk lier on the Beach as a Break-\Warer,
if ic would in any Degree facilitate the Debarkation
of.the Troops. ’ :

At Half palt Twelve the. Encounter couwéyed by
Signal Genetal Fergufon’s Opivion, that z Landing
‘might beeffeGted, and the Joy that was manifell in
the Countenance of every.Officer, heightened the
chara&eriftic. Ardour ofithe Troeps, and under an
anxiety probably to be.firlt on fhore, induced them
to urge .thé’ Boats to extend . their Line of Beach
further than was prudent, and occaflioned the Lofs
‘of OnéBoat, with a Party of the g3d Régiment.

I report this Event to their Lordthips with™the
moft unfeigned Regret; and it is doubly painful to
me, becaule from all the Efforts of an Tinemny poft«
ed on an-advantageous'Height, the Army had only
Two Mea wounded in Janding. - This Cirenmftance
mult fully prove how well the Covering -Veffels were
placed; and: how ably-their Guns were-ferved ; -and
I truft my“Country wilkacquit me of having applied
‘every: Expedient that could be devifed to prevent
the Occurrence of an>Aceident-which I fo fincerel
deplore. - .

TheSurf taereafed -canfliderably towards the Clofe
of the Evening; and about Light o’Clock the Land-
ing of any more Troops was ftopped, but recom-
menced in the Morniag, when all the Men, and Pri-
foners which the - Genetal judged neceflary to take,
were  difembarked ‘without a Moment’s Lofs of
Time. ) . '

Conceiving that a Detachment of the Squadron
miglt be of Service at the Head of the Bay, I pre-
ceeded there with the Leda, Encounter, and Pro-
tector. and a Divilion of Tranfports, and I under-
ftand, from firing occalicnally that Evening over the
Jank towards the Salt Pan, that the Enemy was
obliged to move from an-eligible Sirnation which he
lhiad belore oceupivd. '

“On the following Morning-weé-difcovered the Bri-.
tith. Army advancing, with an unparalleled Rapidity,
over - a* heavy Country,- defended by 2 numerois
Train of well-ferved Artillery; and as I conceived
a-few frefi-Troops might be apphied to Advantage,.
I defired- Captain Duwnman to land with the Ma-
rines of ‘the Squadron, and Twe™ Field Pieces, to
awaitthe Arrival of Sir David Baird at Keit Valley,
whom [ very foon after had the Pleafure of perfonally
congratulating on the Victory he had obtained over
a General -of {uch high ¢ Military Fame as General

{Janfens.

When.the -Army was in Motion to take up.its
Pofition at-Craig’s Fower, and while I was. pro-
ceeding up the Bay to anchor in the moit conve-
nient’ Pla¢e for landing'the Battering Train, a Flag
of*T'ruce was -difcoveredcoming towardsthe. Dia.
‘dem. by which 1 received -the Letter No. 1. from,
the Commandant of the Town and Caltle ; and the
next Day,- in Conjunétion:with Sir David Baird,
the Capitulation No. 2. was accepted, and at Sixa
Royal Salute was fired from the Squadron, on-His
Majelty’s

Shore with a light«'Tranfport Brig drawing only fx.

Colours. being once more hoifted on tie:
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