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Admiralty-Office; Novémber 11,1803

THE Letter, (and its Encléfures,) of which the |

following are Copies, were received at this"Of-

fice lalt Night, from’ C‘ap’tam (hew Rear-Adtmra])

Sir Richard John Stiachan, Bart: Commander of |

His Majefty’s Ship the Czfar, addreﬂ'ed to \V:lham
Marfden, Efq. :

SIR, Cefar, Nam&nhr 751 895. ]

THE accompanying Copy of a Letter, addrefled

to the Honorable Admiral Cornwallis, I re-
queft you will be pleafed to lay before- the Lords
Commiffionérs of the A'dmiralty, with my Apology

for the hafty Manner in which it is written.

v

1 have the Honor to be, &c.
R. J. STRACHAN.

Cefar, Weft of Racl._'/brt 264" Miles,
.SIR, Nov. 4, 1808, Wind 8. E.

BEING off Ferrol, working to the Weftward,
with the Wind Wefterly, on the Evening of the

2d, we obferved a Frigate in the N. W. making Sig-
naly; made all Sail to join her before Night, and fol-
lowed by the Shipsnamed in the Margin *, we came
up with her at Eleven at Night ; and at the Moment
fhe joined us, we faw Six large Ships near us. Cap-
tain Baker informed me he had been chaced by the
Rochfort Squadron, then clofe to Leeward of us,
We were delighted. I defired him to tall the Cap.

® Czfar, Hero, Cowrageux, and Namnr, -

. Bellona, MAolus, &nerSngama, far to Lemrd in the
Sonth Ealt
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. | tains of the Ships of ‘the Line -.ziﬁérn to follow me, as

I meant to engage them dire&ly ; and, immediately
bore away in the Cafar for the Purpo'fé, making all
the Signals I could, to indicate our Movements tc our
‘Ships ; the Moon ena‘bled us to fee the ‘Enemy bear
-away in a Line abreaft; c‘lbfely formed ; but we loft
Sight of- then wheh it fet, and'I was obiiged to
{ reduce our Sails; -the Hero; Courageux, and Eolua

 being the only Ships we could fee. We codtinued

{kecring to the E. N. E. all Night, and in the Morn.
ing obferved the Santa Margarita near us; at Nine
we difcovered the Enemy of Four Sail of the Linein
the N. E. under all Sail. 'We had alfo every Thing
_fet; and’ came up with them faft§ in the Evening,
we obferved Three Sail aftern; aud the Pheenix fpoke
me at Night. I found that a@ive Officer, Captain
Baker, had delivered my Orders, and I fent him en
to affift the Santa Margarita in leading us up to the
Enemy. At Daylight we were near them, and the
Santa Margarita had begun in a. very gallant Manaer

to fire upon their Rear, and was foon joined by the

Phenix.

A littlebefore Noon, the French finding an Ag~
tion unasoidable began to take in their {mall Sails,
and form in a Line, bearing oa the Starboard Tack;
we did the fame, and I communicated my Inten.
tions by hailing to the Ca_pt.ams, ¢¢ that I fhould at.
tack the Centre and Rear,” and at Noon began
the Battle; in a fhort Tlme the Van- Ship of the
Enemy tacked, which almoft dxrc&ly mede the Ace«
tion clofe md general 3 the Namur joiaed foon aftex
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we tacked, which we did as foon 4s we could get the
Ships round, arid I dire&ted her by Signal, to; engage
the Van ; at half-palt Thre¢ the Aétion ceafed, the
Enemy having fought to admiration, dnd not futren-
dering till their Ships were unmanageable. I havere-
turned Thanks to the Captains of the Ships of the
Line and the Frigates, and they fpeak in high Terms
of Approbation of their relpeive Officers and.Ships’
Companies. If any Thing could add to the good
Opinion I had already formed of the Officers and
Crew of the Czfar, it is their gallant Condu& in this
Day’s Battle: The Enemy have {uffered much, but
our Ships not more than is, to b¢ expefted on thefe
Occafions, You may judge of my Surprile, Sir, when
I found the Ships we had. taken, were not the
Rochfort Squadron, but from Cadiz,
: I ave the Honor to be, &e.
R. J. STRACHAN.
Honorable William Cornwallis, Admiral
of the White, and Commander in Chicf,
o, e Yo,

FIRST LINE.
Staryoarp Tack,
Britifh Line.
C=far, of 80 Guns.
Hero, of 74 Guns.
Courageuz, of 74 Guns.
French Line..
Duguay Trouin, of 74 Guns, Captain T'onfflet.
Formidable, of 80 Guus, Rear-Admiral Duma-

ROIr.

Mont Blanc, of 4 Guns, Captain Villsgrey.
Scipion, of 74 Guus, Captain Barouger.
"SECOND LINE
(_When the Namur joined).
Lareoarn Tack.
Britifb Line.

Heto, of 74 Guns, Honorable Captain Gardner.

Namur, of 74 Guns, Captain Halfted.

Cxfar, of 80 Guns, Sir Richard J. Strachan, -

Coyrageux, of 74 Guns, Captafn Lee.

) French Line,
Duguay T'rouin,
Formidable.
Mont Blang,
Scipion.

N. B. The Duguay Trouin and Scipion totally

difmafted ; the Formidable and Mont Blanc

. have their Forémalts ftanding,

Our Frigates—Santa Margarita, Zolys, Pheenix,
and Revolutionaire,

The Revolutionaire joined at thc Time the Namur
did, but, with the reft of qur Frigates, in confe-
quence of the French tacking, were to Leeward of
the Enemy.

I do not know what is hecome of the Bellona, or -
the other Two Sail we faw on the nght of the 24
Inftant.

" The Repofts of Damage, Killed, and Wounded,

have not been all recclvcd The Encm) have {uf- .

. fered much.

Printed by ANDREW STRAHAN, Printers Street, Gough Square,

" . [ Price Sixpence. ]




Missing Page

This page has been determined to be missing
from the bound volume.



Missing Page

This page has been determined to be missing
from the bound volume.



