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Arms a complete and glorious Victory } abbtit 
Three P. M. many of the Enemy's Ships hiving 
struck their Colours, their Line 'gafre way; 
Admiral Gravina, With Ten" Slups- joining their 
Frigates to Leeward, stood, towards Cadiz. 
The Five headmost Ships' in th^ir Van tacked; 
ancl standing to the Southward, to Windward 
of the Britilh Line, were engaged, and the Stern-
most of them taken.; the otheVs wjent off, leaving 
to His Majelty's Squadron Nineteen"Ships bf 'the 
Line* (of which Two are First R^tes, the Sah-
tissima Trinidad and the Santa Anna,) with Three" 
Flag Officers, viz. Adtniial Villeneuve, the Com­
mander in Chief, Don Ignatio Maria t)'Aliva, 
Vice-Admiral, and the Spanish Rear-Admiral Don 
Baltazar Hidalgo Cisneros. 

After such a Victory it may"appearWrie'cessaiy' 
to enter into Encomiurris on the particular Parts 
taken by the several Commanders; tfie Conclusion 
fays more on the Subject than 1 have Language to 
express; the Spirit which animated all was the 
fame; when all exert themselves zealqufly in their 
Country's Service, all deftrve that theii* high Merits 
fliould stand recorded ; ahd never was; high Merit 
more cunTpicuous than In the Battle I have de­
scribed. v ' 

The Achille (a French 74), after having surren­
dered, by some Mismanagement of the , Frenchmen 
took Fire and blew up ; I V o hundred pf her Men 
.were saved by the Tenders. 

A Circumstance occurred during the Action, 
which so. strongly marks the invincibly Spirit of 

••British Seamen, when engaging the Enemies of their 
Country, that I cannot relist the Pleasure I have in 
making it known to their Lordships ; the Temcraire 
was boarded by Accident, or Design, by a French 
Ship on one Side, and a Spaniard on the dither; the 
Contest was vigorous," but in the End, the .combined 
Ensigns were torn from the )poop, and the British 
hoisted in their Places. 

Such a Battle could not be fought without sustain­
ing a great Loss of Men. I have not only t<> lament, 
in common with the British Navy, and the British 
Nation, in the Fall of the Commander in Chief, the 
Loss of a Hero, whose Name will be immortal,, and 
his Memory ever dear to his Country ; but my 
Heart is rent with the most poignant Grief for the: 
Death of a Friend, to whom, by many Yeftrs? I11-! 
fcimacy, and 3 perfect Knowledge of the ViVtues of 
his Mind, which inspired Ideas superior to the com­
mon Race of Men, 1 was bound by the strongest Ties 
of Affection ; a Grief to which even the glorious. 
Occasion in which he fell, does not bring thie Con­
solation which perhaps it ought; his Lordstiip re­
ceived a Musket Ball in his Left Breast, about the 
Middle of the Action, and sent an Officer to line im­
mediately with his last Farewell j and soon after ex-

.pired. 
I have also, to lament the Lps$ of those excellent 

Officers Captains Duff of the Mars, and Cooke of 
the Beilerophon ; I have yet heard of none others. 

I fear the Numbers that have fallen will be found 
very great when the Returns come to me ; but it 
having blown a Gale of Wind ever since the Action, 
I have not yet had it in my PoWer to collect any 
Reports from,the Ships. 

The Royal Sovereign having lost her Masts, ex­
cept the tottering Foremast, .1 cabled the Euryalus 
to me, while the "Action continued) which Ship lying 

-within. Hail, made my Signals, a Service Captam 
Blackwood, performed with great Attention. After 
the Action, I shifted my Flag to her, that I might 
more easily communicate my Orders to, and collect 
the Ships, and towed the Royal Sovereign out to 

'Seaward. The whole Fleet were now in a very-
perilous Situation, many dismasted ; all shattered in 
Thirteen Fathom Water, off the Shoals of Tra­
falgar; and whea I made the Signal to prepare 
to anchor,few of the Ships had an Anchor to let 
go, their Cables being shot; But the same good 
Providence which'aided us through such a Day pre­
served us in the Night, by the Wind shifting a few 

' Points, and drifting the Ships off the Land, except 
Four of the captured dismasted Ships, which are now 
at Anchor off. Trafalgar, and I hope will ride safe, 
until those Gales are over. 

Having thus detailed the Proceedings of the Fleet 
on" this Occasion, I beg to congratulate their Lord­
ships on a Victory which, I hope, will add a Ray to 
the Glory of His Majesty's Crown, and be attended 
with public Benefit to our Country. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) C. C O L L I N G W O O D . 

William Marfden, Esq. 

Tbe Order in. wbicb the Ships of the British Squadron, 
attacked the Combined Fleets, on the Zist of 08ober9 

1805. 
VAN. REAR. 

Victory. Royal Sovereign,, 
Temeraire. Mars. 
Neptune. Belleifle. 
Conqueror. Tonnant. 
Leviathan. Beilerophon. 
Ajax. Colossus. 
Orion. Achille. 
Agamemnon* Polyphemus. 
Minotaur. Revenge. 
Spartiate. Swiftfure. 
Britannia. Defence. 
Africa. Thunderer. 
Euryalus. Defiance, 
.Sirius. £ « « * • , 
Phœbe. Dreadnought. 
Naiad. 
Tickle Schooner. ' . 
Entreprenante Cutter. 

(Signed) C. C O L L I N G W O O D . 

G E N E R A L ORDEft . 
Euryalusf October %Z, 180$.' 

TH E ever to be lamented Death of Lor<I Vis­
count Nelson, Duke of Bronte, the Com­

mander in Chief, who fell in the Action .ofthe 
Twenty-'first, in the Arms 'of Vi'ctdi'y, 'covered wi£h 
Glory, whose Memory will be 'etfer 'dear "to. the 
British Navy, and the British Nation, whose Zeal 
for the Honor of his King, arid for the Interests "of 
his Country, will be ever held up as a shining Ex­
ample for a British Seaman,—leaves to me a Duty to 
return my Thanks to the Right Honorable Rear-
Admiral, the Captains, Officers, Seamen, and De­
tachments of Royal Marines serving oh board His 
Majesty's Squadron now under my Command, for 
"their Conduct on that Day; but where can I find 
Language to express my Sentiments of the Valour 
and Skill which were displayed by the Officer's, .the 

•fSgamen, aind Marines in. the Battle with the Enemy, 


