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{fo congenial to His: Difpofition: He refolved to
leave fill an Opening for Accommodation, if Spain
fhould be flill allowed the Liberty to adopt the
Courfe prefcribed by a juft Senfe of her own In.
terefts and Security. It is héfe worthy of Remark,
that_thé groundlefs and ungrateful Imputations

thrown out againft His Majefty’s Conduét in the |

‘Spanith Manifefto are built upon thé Foundation of
this_ Forbearance alone. Had His Majefty exer-
cifed, without Referve, His jult Rights of. War,
the Reprefentations fo falfely aflerted, and fo in-
fidioufly dwelt upon, could not have beei even ftated
under any colourable- Pretext : The Indulgence,
therefore, which poftponed the a&ual State of War,
was not only mifrtprefent'ed, but transformed into a
Grounid of Complaint, becaufe ‘the Forbearance
extended to the Aggreflors was not carried to a
dangerous "and- inadmiffible Extreme. In confe-
quence of the Intelligence_ above ftated, Direions
were fent to His Majefty’s Minifter at -‘Madrid to
make Reprefentations and Remonftrances to the
Spanifk Court, to demand Explanations relative to
the exilting Conventions between Spain and France ;
and, above all, to infit, that the Naval Armaments
in their Ports fhould be placed on the fame Footing
as theywere previoufly'to the Commencement of Hof-
tilities between Great Britain and France : And he
was further dire@ed, explicitly to ftate to the Spanith
Government, that His Majefty felt a Duty impofed
upon Him of taking, without Delay, every Meafure
of Precaution ; and, particularly, of giving Orders to
His Admiral off the Port. of Ferrol to prevent any of
the Spanith Ships of War failing from that Port, or
any additional Ships of War from entering it.

No fubftantial Redrefs, no fatisfaltory Explana-
tion, was afforded in confequence of thefe repeated
Reprefentations ; whillt, uader the Cover of His
" Majefly’s Forbearance, the Enemy had received
confiderable Remittances of Treafure, together with
the Tacility of procuring other Supplies.

Every Circumitance of the general Condu&t of
8pain was peculiarly calculated to excite the vigilant
Attention of the Britith Governmnent—the Kemoval
of Spanifh Ships out of their Docks, to make Room
for the Accommodation of the Men of War of
France—the March of French Troops and Seamen

through the Spanifh Territory—the Equipment of

Naval Armaments at Ferrol—the Confideration that
the Jun&ion of this Armament with the French
Ships already in that Harbour would create a decided
Superiority of Numbers over His Majelty’s Squa-
dron cruizing off that Port—the additional Naval
Exertions, and the eonfequent Increale of Expence

which this Condu& of Spain neceffarily impofed |

upon Great Britain, All thefe -together required
thole Precautions, both of Reprefeatation and Ag.
tion, to which His Majefty had immediate Recoyrle.
While official Notice was given of His Majefty’s
Il’;tﬁl’lﬁ?ﬂ to ‘adopt thofe neceflary Meafures, the

Span_m't ‘Governent was, at the fame Tin‘xe,-'aﬂ'ured‘

that His Maje&y ftill felt an eamneft Defire to main-

“tain’a gbo'd.Underﬁél:a'ing'- with Spain ; butthat the °

‘Continuance of fuch a State of Thingsmoft be fub-
je& to the Condition: of -abftaining, ‘on.‘their Part, .
from all hoftile Preparations, ard on mzking, with-

' out Hefitation or Referve, that full and explicit Dif-

&lofure of the Nature'and Extent of the {fubfifting --
Engagements with France, which had hitherto been

fo frequently and fo fruitlefsly demanded.

The Precautibns adopted by His Majefty we.re-.

“fuch only as He. deemed indifpenfably neceffary to

guard agzinit the Augmentation by Spain of her
Means of Naval-Preparation during the Difcuffion,
and . again(t- the poflible Confequences of the fafe
Arrival of the expeGed American Treafure in the
Spanifh Ports ; an Event which has more than once,
in former Times, become the Epoch of the Termi.
nation of Difcuffions; and of the Commencement of
Holttility on the Part of Spain. '

The Orders iffued by His Majefty on this Occa.
fion to the Admirals commanding His Fleets, afford
the moft firiking Example of a_ferupulous and in-
dulgent Forbearance ; the moft fri& Limitation was
given, as to the Extent and Objett of the Meafures
propofed; and the Execution of thofe Orders was
guarded with the ftrongeft Injuncions to avoid, by
every Means confiftent with the Attainment of their
Objet, any A& of Violence or Hoftility againft the
Dominions or Subje@ts of His Catholic Majefly.
The hoftile Preparations in the Harbour of Ferrol
rendered it neceffary, in the firlt Inftance, that a Re-
inforcement fhould be added to the Squadron cruiz.
ing off that Pqrt ;. and Otders were at the fame
Time conveyed to' the Britith Admirals, to fend In-
timation to the Spanith Government of the Inftruc.
tions they had received, a0d of their Determination,
in cqni}‘_:quericc, to refit, under the prefent Circum-
ftances, the failing either of the French ot Spaaifh
Fleets, if any Attempt for that Purpofe thould be
made by either of them. .

His Majefty’s Pleafure was at the {ame Time fig-
nified, that they.were not to detain, in the ficlt Tu.
ftauce, any Ship bélonging to His Catholic Majefty,
failing from a Port of Spain; but to require the’
Commander of fuch Ship to return diredly to the
Port from whence fhe came; and anly, in the Event
of his refufing to comply with fuch Requificion, to
detain and fend her to Gibraltar or to England, -

Further Dire&tions were given not to detain any
Spanifh homeward bound Ships of War, unlefs they
fhould have Treafure on board, nor Merchant S}nips
of that Nation, however laden, on'any Account
whatfoever. That, in the Profecution of thofe Mea-
fures of Precaution, many ‘valuable Lives fhould
huve been facrificed, is a"Subject of much Regret to
His Majefty, who laments it as an Event produced

} alone by an unhappy Concurrence of Circumftances,

but which' can in'no Degree affe@ the Merits of the
Cafe. The Queftion of the jut Principle and dué
Execile of His Majefty’s Right refts upon't:'\;er}'-



