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"t;ih Battalion os Carmarthen/hire Volunteer Infantry. 
Thomas Jones, Gent, to be Lieutenant and Surgeon, 

vice Child, promoted. Dated October 25, 1804. 

; Commiffion in the Loyal Craysord Volunteersj^/fgwf/ 
" by the Lord Lieutenant of the County of Kent. 

James • Corvan, -Gent, tobe -Ensigd, vice Gelling, 
resigned. .Dated November 10, 4804.. 

Admiralty-Office, November 20, 1804. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Hancock, of His Ma-
. jesty's Shop the Cruizer, to William Marfden, Esq; 

dated in Tarmouth Roads, the "fjth Instant. 
S I R , 

| H E R E W I T H enclose, for the Information of 
-«- my Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, my 

• Letter of this Day's Date, to Lord Keith, acquaint­
ing-him with my having captured the French Brig 
Privateer Le Contre Amiral Magon, commanded by' 

• Captain Blackeman, from Dunkirk. 
I have the Honor to be, &c. 

JOHN- HANCOCK. 

Cruizer,-ai:Sea, off Tarmouth, Ten A. M. 
. • M Y LORD," OSober 17, 1804. 

I H A V E the Honor to acquaint your Lordlhip, 
that being last Night, at Nine P. M., with His 

Majesty's Sloop under my Command,'and the Gun-
Brigs Bold and Ann, and Florence Cutter,, close in 
with Ostend, in Five Fathoms' Water, which Sta­
tion I had taken from the' Moment the Wind came 
to the Eastward, to follow with every "poflible Ef­
ficacy and Energy your Lordfliip's Instructions in 
the important Duty entrusted to me, of watching.the 
Enemy's Movemenes at that Port and Flushing, we 
observed a strange Sail standing in Shore, which, on 
discovering us, -wore and made all Sail, steering at 
first with, the Wind abaft the Beam; we immedi­
ately made all Sail iri Chafe, which continued during 
the whole. Night, in which the .Stranger displayed 
much Skill and Ability in aU hisManœuvres,and 

•• .tried.us on every Point of Sailing, with various Suc-
' cess; he sometimes gaining on us, and "we in our 
.Turn nearing him, till Five A . M.- in which Time 
(Eight Hours) we had run Ninety-seven "Miles,*" by 
the Log : During the latter Part-of the Chafe the 

.Wind freshened considerably ; but-this gave us^-not 
the Advantage I expected, as he preserved his Dis-

• .tance till a .Quarter before- Five,A.. M., when both 
his Topmasts went away ;' he then attempted a 
masterly Manœuvre to escape, which the Haze, the 
Dapkntss of the Morning, and the Lee Tide, gave 
him a fair Prospect of succeeding in, by clearing up 
his remaining Sails, and coming instantly to an An­
chor, although in Twenty-five Fathoms Water, in 
hopes we should either pass him unpei ceived, or get 

. to' Leeward. . Although I was not aware, to the 
iull Extent, of this Accident and.. Manœuvre, I 

.' never lost Sight of him ; and at .the,Time it. hap­
pened I observed ' we were nearing him so very 
iast, that J-had begun to reduce the Sail; -but, 
as we were going then rstore than Eleven Knots, 
I had but a few Minutes' "Time before 1 was up 

-.with, him, and the Wind blowing- so fresh as to 
• rifle the' Loss of all our Masts, if I attempted to 
. haul to W ind with the Sail I had then set, I was 
1-under-., the Necessity of passing him, which I did, 

however, within Hail, and to Windward, and not 
receiving any' Answer, except that he was from 
Philadelphia, in bad^Englifh, 1 ordered Three Guns 
to be fired into him. I then plainly discovered him 
tobe a large Armed Brig with Nine Ports on a 
Side; having in a few Minutes taken Two Reefs 
in the Topsails, and cleared the Decks of wrecked 
Spars and Split Sails," we tacked, and ranged up 
within Ten Yard3 of his Lee-Quarter, he having cut 
his Cable, and again attempted to make fail, when, 
just as I was on the Point of hailing him, preparatory 
• to giving him our Broadside, he called out -and,' 
begged us not to fire, as he had struck. '*• -

On boarding him I was pleased to find my Opinion 
confirmed that I had captured Captain Blauckman, 
so well known during the late and present Wars -in 
these Seas, having received Information he was at 
Sea in a Brig. The Vessel he commanded,, proved 
to be Le Contre Amiral Magon French Privateer 
Brig, quite new, this being her first Cruise, pierced 
for Eighteen, and mounting Seventeen Guns of dif­
ferent Calibres, viz. Fourteen long Six-Pounders, 
Two Eighteen-Pound-Carronades, and One long 
Nine-Pounder, and manned with Eighty-four Men, 
French, Danes, Swedes, aud Americans.; had been 
out from Dunkirk Eighteen Days, and had cap­
tured, during his Cruise, the Ship Belisarius, of New­
castle, Matthew Hunter, Master, on the 3d Instant, 
off Tynemouth, the Brig Scipio, -Richard Robert­
son, Master, and the Content's Increase, George 
Bell, Master, both laden with Coals, off Foley 
Bridge'on the ioth Instant; the Two former were 
immediately dispatched for Dunkirk, but the latter 
was recaptured about Two Hours after by an Eng- ' 
lisli Man of War Brig; {he was proceeding for Dun­
kirk or Ostend, and had been laying-to for some 
Hours in the Evening waiting for Water to cross the 
Bank, and, I apprehend, little expected to findEng-
listi Cruisers within the Stroom Sand. The Brigs 
and Cutters in Company who have bore up with the 
Cruizer. in Chace were .run out of Sight by Twelve 
A. M. 

I beg "to .recommend to your Lordfliip's Notice 
Lieutenant J. Pearse, senior Lieutenant, Lieutenant 
Luslc, Second, and Mr. Lasli, Master, with the 
whole of the Warrant and Petty Officers* 3eamen, 
and Mariners, through whose united Exertions this 
active and enterprising Enemy has beerj prevented 
making further Depredations, which, from his 
local Knowledge of our Coasts, added tothe ample 
Means he possessed in this. Brig,- from her superior 
Sailing and Force,, must-have been highly detri­
mental to the Trade o£ this. Country; nor can I , 
in Justice, omit availing myself of this Opportunity 
to express to your * Lordship my Thanks to Jo'-
hannes • Whymnfcr, Pilot of the Cruizer, -who, on 
this and all former Occasions, by his correct Know­
ledge of.the Coast and Shoals, and. Zeal for.His 
Majesty's, Service,* has afforded me-the'more essential 
Confidence-and Assistance. 

.' I am happy, to add that the'Masters' of -the cap­
tured •• Vessels", as also--their Crews, amounting to 
Twenty English Seamen, 'were on board the' Contre 
Amiral Magon at the Time of Capture, and 3re 
no,w on board the Cruizer. 

- I have the Honor-to be, &c. 
(Signed) J O H N ' H A N C O C K , 

Admiral Lord Keiths K* B. &c.-&c. &c. 


