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ASirtn between .that Ship, t h i Orest-es Slopp, and 
Balilific Gun-Brig , and a Division of the Enemy's 
Flotilla passing, .Yesterday, from the Eastward to 
ward's Boulogne. • 

I t will no doybt afford their. Lordships much Sa
tisfaction to observe the very favourable Report 
which Captain Qwen makes on th t Conduct of His 

'Majefty's Officers and M e n ; and equal Regret , to 
i:£uiark the Exten t of the Loss that has been sus-

. 'tallied,'and that the Shallowness o f the Wate r alone 
prevented that :-a6^ve,.aud' enterprising Officer from 
cutting any Par t of this Division off from the Shore. 

I enclose a List of the Killed and Wounded on 
board the Immortal i te ; and have the Honor to 
he, Sec. i • KEITH. 

"* His Majesty's Ship Lnmorlalile, off-Bou-
* * S I R . ' logne, Z^d Oclober 1804. 

BE I N G off'Cape Gtisnez, and proceeding to my 
Station before Boulogne, I ' t h i s Afternoon, 

about half-past Three , discovered a Division of the 
Enemy's Veffels, consisting of Three Praam Ships, 

-Seven' Brigs, aiid Fifteen-Luggers) which-.soon after 
bore up t o . the Westward, keeping close' to the 
feca'ch, iirtder Cover pf their Batteries, aud accom
panied by Horse Artillery, making the best o f their 
W a y to 'shelter themselves within the "Bane de 

Laine. , , . •,,*.' 
' B y making all Sail to Windward I was enabled 

to close the p raams {which kept together) about a 
Quar t*- before. Five, and to open my Fire upon 
them withiri- the Distance-os' Gtape-Shot , under the 
high Land of Cape Blanc Ncz , t he .Enemy still 
pushing' to the Westward, and returning at first a 
brifc Fire, but it latterly slackened much :—This 
ginning Fight, continued till near Six, when, having 
been thrice obli£?d to slieerout into' deeper Water, 
we found ourselves still within the E n d of the Bane 
ck Laine , where the falling Tide prevented us from 
following.them, a n d obliged us to haul off. 
" O u r little Calais Squadron was to Windward sol 

lowing the Enemy, of which the Orestes and liasilisl; 
ioined'me in thfe first of the At t ack , giving me every 

"Supnort and Aflistance, during the Whole of the 
Act ion ; thci'i" Commanders gave me much Satisfac
tion in conducting them. T h e oilier Vessels of that 
Squadron did not get within Gun-shot ; Captain 
Brown will of course make his Report to. Vice--Ad
miral Holloway ; biit -1 spoke him in passing, and 
was phased to learn he had sustained no Damage. 

I epdtavoured-. to close the Enemy, again-as they 
passed from behind the Bane to round Cape Grisnez, 
and did get Sight of a few of the Vessels; but 
thoiioh ^ye passed within half Gun-Shot of lhe 
Cape*^ the' Enemy were so effectually screened from 
•our Sight by the dark Shade of the Laud, that I 
coul^l do nothing, and am unable to say whether the 
whole Number go t ' down to Boulogne, o r whether 
(-AS I iu('pect) a l ' a d . of them anchored in Whitsand 

Lieutenant Payne, though ill, was upon Deck-, 
a:':d afforded me, as he has done in eveiy Instance, 
i4\e greatest Aid ' ; and it is .not. poffible for me to 
sjeak too highly os the Conduc t ,c f every Officer 
and every Man ; each, i:i his Station, g;ive me thc 
fullest Satisfaction : .bu t it gives me ierious Pain' to 
add, that , of these brave Fellows, One was killed 
and Ten wounded .(Three mortally), besides the 
I bird Lieuteuant, Charles Burrough Strong, of-

whose Assiftance I was deprived before a Shot was 
sired'by us, and whose Loss I feel the more, as 
T w o Years ' Service with me in this Ship has fully 
proved -to' me <his W o r t h ; his Wounds , however, 
are not dangerous. 

M y T h a n k s , are due to Mr . Henry Thorn ton , 
our Pilot, for hiil steaejy, attentive .good Conduct 
and Alacrity, and regretting that the Natiye of the 
Coast in that Part where ' we closed the Enemy ' 
enabled, the,m to skulk from our further Pursuit. 

. ; 1 have the Honor to be, &c. '1 . ' 
' ' (Signed) E . W . C. R . O W E N . 

Rear-Admiral Louis, &c. &c. isfe. 

P . S. 'Frora the Manner in which our Grape-Shot 
covered the Enemy's Veffels their Loss in Men must 
have been very gre'at.—I never saw Guns pointed 
better or so coolly. . . . . 

, List of the killed and wounded Men on board His Ma
jesty's Ship the Immortalise, in Adion with a Diviston 
•of-the Enemy's Vessels off Cape Jllatic Ncz, Z$d of 
Odober J 804. . . . 

'Kil led.—James Wilson, Seaman'. 
Wounded.—Charles' Burrough Strong, Thi rd Lieu

tenant ; George Barker (since dead) , John D a -
wal (since dead) , William Terrent (since dead}., 
David Brown, William Hamilton,- Peter Humes , 
Jolin Watson, and William Robinson, Seamen ; 
james Allert and Wiiliam Gubbet t , Privates of ' 

-Mar ines . (Signed) E . W . C R . O W E N . 
( A Copy. ) K E I T H . 

' Admiralty-Office, October 27", 1804. 
Copy of another Letter from- the Right Honorable Lord. 

Keith, K. B. Admiral qf the Blue, &c to William, 
Marfden, Esq; dated qff Ramsgate, the zph Instant. 

' 8.1 R, . ..... ^ y . . . . . . , -' 

J A M sorry to- acquaint their Lordships, t h a t ' H i s 
Majeily's Gun Brig the Conflict has-bt-en run 

on Shore, on the Enemy's .Coast, and ! fear has-
fallen' in to'their Possession, while endeavouring, under 
the Orders of Captaiii Hancock, of- the Cruizer, 
to obstruct the Passage of a Division of the Enemy's 
Flotilla, pioceeding from Ostend,.to j the Westward 
on the Night o f the 23d. 

I herewith transmit the Particulars of that un
fortunate Event, detailed, in Captain Hancock 's 
Letter, to mt?, and Lieutenant Ormsby's Let ter t o -
him', from which it appears, that Captain Hancock, 
aud Lieutenants Ormsby and Forbes, as well as 
tire other Officers and Men employed on this Oc
casion, liave manifested great Gallantry and P e r 
severance, and that their Failure has only been oc-
calioned'by the Construction of the Enemy's Vessels 
admitting of their passing closer to the Shore than 
our's. • ' I .have no Doubt that , the Cafe' of Act ing 
Lieutenant Garland will interest their Lordships 
much. . l a m , &*c. K E I T H . 

Cruizer, qfs.Nieuport, at Anchor, Six A.M. 
M Y L O R D , Wednesday 24//1 Odober 1804. 

\ BE.Cr to acquaint your Lordstiip, .that Part .of 
* the Enemy's Flotilla, consisting of T w o Praam 

Ships, one beaiing the Flag of Chief of Division," 
and both under French Cglours, .with Eighteen 
Schuyts, put to Sea Yesterday Afternoon from Os
tend at Four P . M . to run to the Westward, just at 
the Moments H i s Majesty's Sloop iinder my Com
mand, with tlie 'Gun-Brigs ahd Cutters named iu 


