prs

L 497 1

Downing-Sireet, April 22, 1804.
ISPATCHES, of which the following are
Copies, were this Day received by the Right
Honorable Lord. Hobart, One of His Majefty’s
Principal Secretories of State, from Colenel John
- Frafer, Commandant of the Sertlement of Goree,
on the Coatfl of Afiica: .

¥y Lorbp, Goree, Africa, 5¢th Feb. 1804.
ON the 17th of January, about Noon, a Negro
artived from Yoff, and reported that a Fleet

bad been feen from thence that Morning, at Day
light, and appeared to be fanding for Goree.

Before Twa o’Clock Veflels were feen from the
Hill bebind Cape Emanuel 5 near Four they came
round the Cape; the Squadron confitting of One
Ship, carrying a Commodore’s Pendant, and Five
Armed Schooners, with Pendants, all thewing Freach
Colours, and with large Boats towing after them.

The Commodore fired 2 Gun, and hoifted 2 Red
Flag at his Foremaft-Head, which we have fince
learnt was'meant as a Signal to us, that in cafe of
Attack during Night, no Quarter would be given.

About Sunfct the Squadron tacked, and before
dark was near the Anchorage, ftanding in.

The Inhabitants having agreed to affift in defend-
10g the Ifland againft any Attempt that fhould be
made from Scucgal, and being of Opinion that the
prefent Torce was of that Nature, fuch Meafures
were taken as appeared moft likely to prevent the
Enemy from Landing during the Night: Al the
Arms that could be procured were accordingly
iffued to the Inhabitants, who, with the Garrifon,
-were ftationed at the different Pofts round the Ifland.

‘The Moon fet at Eleven, and Affairs remained in
the Situation defcribed until ahout Three o’Clock
onthe 18th; whea fhortly after I had returned to
the Beach Battery from vifiting the Pofts, a frefh
firing commenced on the Eaft Side of the Ifland from
Boats, and at the fame Inftant a Schooner came in
Sight, ftanding direétly for the Beach; a ftrong and
well dire@ted Fire of great Guns and Mu(?{etry
was Immediately opened upon her, and the People

on board, being either wouuded or driven below, the

drifted on fhore.

In the mean Time the Boats, to the Number of
Eight, full of Troops, had unfortunately effefted a
landing on the Racks to the Eaft Side of the Town,
where the Surf happened to be unufually low, and
having overcome the Force which was oppofed ‘to
them, they had penetrated through theTown as faras
the Main Guard, of which, after being once repulfed,
they gained Pofleffion, making {fome Prifoners.

The Inhabitants having given way nearly on all
Sides, and the Enemy being now in fuch Force on
our Right, it appeared advifeable to form a Junélion
with the Soldiers in the North-Point Battery, where
we fhould retain the Command of the Beach, and be
ready to check any further Attempt to land, until
fome Information could be received of the Strength
and Situation of the Enemy, to enable me to judge
what ought 1o be done.

The Firing continued until towards Six 0o’Clock,
when being yet uncertain what Number had landed,
and in hopes that the Main Guard was the only Poft

held by the Enemy, I dire&ed that it fhould be at- |

tacked by the Soldiers I had with me, which was
executed with great Alacrity, and the Poft carried,
with confiderable Lofs. on the Partof the Enemy;
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on our Side it was lels as to Numbers, but [
lott the Affiftance of a very gallant Officer, Doltor
Heddle, being thot through the Brealt in the Ateack,
when Captain Lloyd was alfo flightly wounded.

We now learned that the Enemy had Pofleffion of
the Hill, where Captain Lloyd propofed to attack
them, a Mcafure I fhould gladly have adopted ; but
the Day beginning to break, we had the Mortifica~
tion to fee them appear in fuch Numbers as left ro
Room to fuppole there was any Prohability of Suc-
cels, our Farce being reduced, ny Killed, Wounded,
and Prifoners, to about Tweaty-five Scldiers, Cap-
tain Lloyd, Lieutenant Chrifty, and myfelf.

At this Time the Enemy’s Veflels were ftanding
clofer in, apparently to land a Reinforcement ; and
the Inhabitants, feeing French Colours on the Hill,
came to me, afking Lcave to treat.

Under thefe Circumftances, and expofed to the
LEnemy’s. Fire on all Sides, Further Reflance ap-
peared vain ; I therefore felt it my Duty to comply
with the Requeft of the Inhabitants, and f{int an
Officer with them, propofing Terms of Capitulation
for the Garrilon.

The Officer who commanded the Storming Party
having been killed, the annex¢d Terms were ver-
bally agreed to with the Senior who furvived, to be
communicated to the Comimandant of the Squadron ;
until his Anfwer fhould be received firing cealed, and
we continued to occupy the Battery,

The Terms of Capitulation being confirmed by
the Commandant Mahé, the Soldiers grounded their
Arms, and the Place was furrendered. .

We were informed that the Enemy®s Force con-
fiked of Four Schooners, which had been fitied out
at Cayenne, and {upplied with Soldiers for the Pur-
pofe of attacking Gorce; that they had touched
at Senegal, where they had been furnifted with ad-
ditional Boats, Pilots, a Reinforcement of Soldiers,
and another, Schooner and where they had beea
joined by the Ship, which happening to call at
Senegal was put in Requifition for tliis Expeditionz
The Squadron altogether carried npwards of Sixty
Guns, and Six Hundred Men, about T'wo Hundred
and Forty of whom had been Ianded; the Whole
under the Command of Monfieur Mahé, Lieutenant
de Vaiffeau, the Commodoré’s Pendant having been
hoifted only while coming in, by the Captain of the
Ship, who had held that Rank in their Navy during
the late War.

On the Evening of the Aétion we had Fifty-four
white Men, including Officers, and although the
Serjeant-Major was the only one-who was not able
to come upon the Batteries, when it is confidered,
that feveral of the Men, worn out by Difeafe, and
difabled by Accidents, were incapable of mzking any
great Exertion, that uncertain where an Attack
might be made in the Night, it was receffary to di-
vide our Force very much to occupy the different
Pofts, Ihope and truflt it will appear to our King
and to our Country, that the Garrifon I had the
Honor to command, did not fubmit without dif-
charging its Duty like Britith Soldiers.

Qur Lofs confits’ of 1 Drummer, § Rank and
File, killed ; 2 Officers, 8 Rank and TFile, wounded.
—Total 19,

Of the Enemy, according to the moft corre&
Accounts I can procure, ﬁ? Officers and 4o Men,
killed, or fince dead ; 2 Ofhicers and upwards of 30
Men, wounded.~—Total 75. ’



