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Admiralty-Qffice, February 7, 1804.
ISPATCHES, of which the following are
Copies, have been received at this Office,
from Rear-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth,
K. B. Commander in Chief of His Majefty’s Ships
and Veflels at Jamaica : .

SIR, Echo, Port Royal, Sept. 10, 1803.
HAVING in my Letter of the 17th July, tran{.
mitted you, for the Information of the Lords
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, Captain Biffell, of
‘the Racoon’s Letter, on the very fpirited Manner
in which the Capture of the National Brig Lodi
had taken place at Anchor in Leogane ; it is now,
with great Pleafure, I add toit, his Account of the
Dettruétion of the National Brig La Mutine, on the
Coaft of Cuba, wherein it appears a fuperior De-
.gree of profeflional Abilities, with great Gallantry,
were difplayed, and I truft he will be honored with

‘their Lordfhips’ Protection.

I have the Honor to be, &c.
’ J. T. DUCKWORTH.
.Sir Evan Nepean, Bart.

Racoon, off the Eaf? End of Famaica,
SIR, : 20th Augufl 1803.

UPON recetving the Intimation that the French
Privatecrs, which were long fince fuppofed to

have been fitting out in the Ports of Cuba, had
probably put to Sea, I worked up along Shore
from Lucca to the Eaft End of Jamaica to fee the
“Coaftclear,and then croffedoverto St. Jagode Ja Cuba,
where I {aw four French Schooners at Anchor, appa-
rently armed, I of courfe watched the Port very
narrowly, and in a few Days I fell in with Three of
them at Daylight in the Morning, Two of which
1 have captured, after tedious Chales, from their fe-
parating on different Courfes, and the other I drove
on Shore in a {mall Bay where the was inevitably loft,
On the Wednefday the 17th, at One P. M. I ob-
ferved a Brig coming along Shore, which foon after
hauled her Wind to fpeak a Schooner which had
been avoidirg us all Day. At Three they bore up
together, under all Sail, with a firong Breeze: —1
ftood off until certain of fetching them, and then
made Sail in Shore. At a Quarter palt Four the
Brig hoifted French Colours aud fired a Gun, fill
keeping within Half a Mile of the Share under o
Preis of Sail. At Twenty Minutes paft Four fhe

fired her Broadfide at us, and attempted to crofs
our Hawfe, which I was fortunate encugh to pre-
vent, for I ordered the Helm to be put hard-a-port
to board her, though going Eight Knots at the
Time, and fired a Broadfide at her, which, from
beinfd nearly aboard each other, brought down his
Studdingfails, Topfails, &c. he then luffed up and
ran on Shore on the Rocksina f{mall Bay, and
ftruck his Colours, To avoid a fimilar Fate I was
compelled to heave in Stays; and when we wore
round our Stern was nearly in the Breakers, In
this Pofition we fired our oppofite Broadfide to
effe@t her Deftru&ion. In about half an Hour-
fhe hoifted her Enfign again, 'and I made feveral
fhort Tacks near {;r, firing upon her in paf-
fing. Towards Sunfet her Mainmaft went over the
Side, and the fell on her Beam Ends. At this Mo-
ment Mr. John Thompfon, the Mafter, afked my
Permiffion to go with a few picked Men, and en-
deavour to burn her ; an Enterprife it would have
been unjultifiable to admit of undertaking, from her
having landed Boats full of armed Men, and lined
the Shores, but the Gallantry of the Mafter could
not fail of exciting my Admiration, and will, I am
fure, meet your Approbation. 1 watched the Brig
all Night, and in the Morning her Mafts were all
overboard, and fhe lay a perfe@ Wreck full of Wa-
ter. I have fince learned her Name is La Mutine,
National Brig, carrying Eighteen long Eighteen-
Pounders, and was full of Men, from Port au Paix
bound to St. Jago; but 1 have not been able to
obtain the Name of her Captain.

J regret that I was not able to fecure to the Ser-
vice {o fine a Veflcl as La Mutine appeared to be
but, under the Circumftance of having the Two
Lieutenantsand Forty-two Men abfent in Prizes out
of this Sloop’s Company, you will, I truft, feed
fatisfied that no Effort was left untried, and that
Mr. Thompfon the Mafter, and the remaining Part
of the Crew, have performed their Duty on thig
Qccalion with Credit.

The Schooner which was in Company made her
Efcape, notwithflanding the Endeavour of Lieute-
nant Wright, in Charge of Que of the Prizes, who
ufed all poffible Means to difable her.

1 have, &c. AUSTIN BISSELL.

To Sir John Thomas Duckevorth, K, B.
e, e, &,

“



