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%Buhh’ﬁ)tﬁ by Qutbority.

From Saturdap JLﬂY 17,

Admiralty-Office, July 20, 1802.
Copy of a Lester from Captain Sir Home Popham, to
Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. dated at Calcutta, the 1865
of November 1801. ,

SIR, .
HAVE much Pleafure -in tranfmitting you a
I Copy of Captain Collier’s Letter of the 1oth Sep.
tember, for the Information of my Lords Com-
miffioners of the Admiralty, giving a very detailed
Account of his finking the French National Ship
La Fleche of Twenty-two Guns, and One Hun-
dred and Seventy Men. . -

The Refult of Captain Collier’s unremitting Per-
feverance under every trying Circumftance, and his
determined Conduét in warping the Vifor into
Mahé Harbour, is likely to be of very material Ser.
vice to the Commerce of India, as La Fleche was
unqueftionably intended to cruife In the Bay of
Bengal. - '
1 have the Honor to be, &c. &c. &c.

HOME POPHAM.

His Majefly’s Stoop Vidlor, Mahé

SIR, " Roads, S%temhe 19, 18o1.
HF. State of the Crew of His Majelty’s Sloop
under my Command, after leaving the Red Sea,
induced me to put into the Ifland Diego Garcia;
after procuring a large Supply of Turtle and good
 Water, I left that Harbour on the 29th of Auguft,
and proceeded on the Execution of the particular
Service pointed out in your Qrders of the 22d July;
and on the 2d Inftant, ia Sight of thefe Iflands,
His Majelty’s Sloop fell in with a French National
Corvette, and after a few ineffeGtunal Manceuvres on
her Part, from the fuperior failing of the Vi&or,
when going large, I had the Pleafure of bringing
her to a clofe Action at Three Quarters paft Five
P. M. ; the difguifed State of the Vidtor did not
long deceive the Enemy, the Second Broadfide

proved fufficient, the Corvette hanling her Wind |

and endeavouring to efcape, which, in about Twenty
Minutes, 1 was forry to obferve, by having almoft
folely directed her Fire at our Mafls and Sails fhe
had a fair Profpe& of effe&ting, for, on her tacking
under our Lee, I éndeavoured to wear, with the

Hope of boarding on her Bow, when I had the

Mortification to fnd both Lower and Topfaiy

to @uesday July 20, 1802.

Braces (hot away on the Starboard Side, as well as
Preventer ones and Bow Lines, and before others
could be rove the Corvette was Half a Mile to
Windward ; Night faft approaching added to the
Chagrin I felt on obferving the Corvette [ail better
than the ViGor on a Wind; the Chace continued
all Night, frequently within Gun-Shot, and at
Sunfet the following Day, from the Wind haviog
favoured the Enemy, fhe was Four or Five Miles to
Windward ; in the Night of the 4th loft Sight-of
the Chace, when, probably by tacking, fhe elcaped.

In this Affair I had one Man wounded with
Two Mufket Balls, and Mr. Middleton, Mafter’s.
Mate, flightly ; the Damage {uftained in the Hull
trifling, the Foremaft fhot through, and I have to
regret our Sails and Rigging much cut.

Judging from the Courle the Corvette was fteering,
when firft feen, fhe muft be bound to thefe Iflands,
I pufhed for them, and towards Sunfet of the sth,

I kept under eafy Sail till dark, when the Vi&or
was anchored ; at- Daylight I had the Satisfa&ion
of feeing the Corvette moored with Springs in the
Bafon or Inner Harbour with a Red Flag at the
Fore (which, as I fince learn, was in Defiance) ;
being unacquainted with the Channel, and havin
no Pilot, Mrw. Crawford, the Matfter, {though ill
of a Fever,) and Mr. Middleton being Volunteers,
were fent to found, which Service they completely
performed ; nor did the latter Gentleman defift, tii}
repeatedly fired at by a Boat from the Corvette.

The extreme Narrownefs of the Channel, added
to the Wind not being very favourable, compelled
me to ufe Warps and the Stay-fails only, which ex-
pofed the Ship to a raking Fire for fome Minutes,
till fhoaling our Water, I was obliged to bring up.
Having Two Springs on the Cable our Broadfide
was foon brought to bear; and at Three Quarters
pait Eleven A. M. a well.dire€ted Fire was opened,
which was kept up inceffantly from both Veflels till
Twenty Minutes paft Two, when I plainly perceived
the Fnemy was going down ; in a few Minutes her
Cable was cut, fhe calt round, and her Bow ground-
ed on a Coral Reef. ]

Mr. M¢Lean, the Firlt Lieutenant, with g Party
of Officers and Men, were fent to board : though
{carce had they put off, ere we difcovered the

Enemy to be on Fire ; Lieutenant Smith and other

fhe was again feen running in for this Anchorage; -
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