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•and Pa rke r °, and a Division of Howitzer Boats | 
Hinder Captain Conn. T h e Boats put off from the | 

<= Medusa at Half pall Eleven o'Clock last Night in 
the best possible Order , and before One o'Clock this 
Morning the firing began, and I had, from the 

Judgment of the Officers, .and the Zeal and Gal­
lant ry of every Man, the most perfect Confidence of 
-•complete Success, but the Darkness of the Night , 
wi th the Tide and Half Tide , separated the Divi-
Cions, and from all not arriving at the fame happy 
'Moment with Captain Parker, is to be attributed 
'the Failure of Success ; but I beg to be perfectly un­
derstood that not the smallest Blame attaches itself to 
any Person ; for although the Divisions did not arrive 
together, yet each (except the Fourth Division, which 
could not be got up before D a y ) made a successful 
A t t a c k on that Par t of the Enemy they fell in with, 
and actually took possession of many Brigs and Flats, 
aud cut tht ir Cables, but many of them being 
aground, and the Moment of the Battle 's ceasing 
on board them, the Vessels were silled with Voilies 
Upon Vollics of Musketry, the Enemy being per­
fectly regardless of their own Men, who must have 
suffered equally with us, it was therefore impossible to 
•remain on board even to burn them ; but allow me to 
fay, who have seen much Service this W a r , that 
more determined persevering Courage I never wit­
nessed, aud that nothing but the Impossibility of I 
Ineing successful, from the Causes I have mentioned, 
-could have prevented me from having to congratu­
la te their Lordships ; but although in Value the 
Xoss of such gallant and good Men is incalculable, 
-yet, in Point of Numbers, it has fallen short of 
Tny Expectations. I must also beg leave to state, 
^hat greater Zeal and ardent Desire to distinguish 
themselves by an At tack on the Enemy was never 
fliewn than by all the Captains, Officers, and Crews 

-of all the different Descriptions of Vessels under my 
Command. 

, T h e Commanders of the Hunte r and Greyhound 
Revenue Cutters went in their Boats in the most 
handsome and gallant Manner to the At tack , 
amongst tlie many brave Men wounded, I have with 
the deepest Regret to place the Name of my gallant 
:good Friend and able Assistant Captain Edward T . 
Parker ; also my Flag Lieutenant Frederick L a n g ­
ford, who has served With me many Years ; they 
were both wounded in attempting to board the 
-French Commodore. T o Captain Gore of the Me-
-dusa I feel the highest Obligations ; and when their 
Lordstiips look at the Loss of the Medusa on this 

-Occasion, they will agree with me, that the Honor of 
my -Flag, and the Cause of their King and Country, 
could never have been placed in more gallant Hands. 
tHaptain Bedford of the Leyden, with Captain Gore , 
very handsomely volunteered their Services to serve 
under a Master and Commander; but 1 did not think 
it fair to the latter, and I only mention it to mark 
.the Zeal of those Officers. From the Nature of the 
A t t a c k only a few Prisoners were made ; a Lieute­
nant, E ight Seamen, and Eight Soldiers, are all they 
brought off. Herewith I fend the Reports of the 
-several Commanders of Divisions, and a Return of 
-killed and wounded. 

I have the -Honor to be, Sec. 
i N E L S O N and B R O N T E . 

P . S . Captain Somerville-was the senior Master 
sand Commander employed. 

Evgetiie, off Boulogne? 
MY LORD, August \G, 1801. 

N Obedience to your Lordship's Direction to 
state the Proceedings of the First Division of 

Boats which you did me the Honor to place under 
my Command, for tlie Purpose of attacking the 
Enemy's Flotilla in the Bay of Boulogne, I beg 
Leave to acquaint you, that af:cr leaving the Me­
dusa last Night , I sound myself, on gett ing or: 
Shore, carried considerably., by the Rapidity of 
the T ide , to the Eastward of the above-mentioned 
P lace ; and finding tlisit I was not likely to reach k 
in the Order prescribed, I gave Directions for the 
Boats to cast each other off. By so doing, I was 
enabled to get to the Enemy's Flotilla *» little before 
the Dawn nf Day , and iu the best Order possible 
attacked, close to the Pier Kef-d, a Brig, which, 
aster a sharp Contest, 1 carried. Previous to so 
doing, her Cables were c u t ; but I was prevented 
from towing her out by her being secured with a 
Chain, and in consequence of a very heavy Fire of 
Musquetry and Grape Shot that was directed at us 
from the Shore, Three Luggers , and another Brig 
within Half Pistol Sho t ; and not feeing the least 
Prospect of being able to get her off, I was obli­
gated to abandon her, aud push out of the Bay , as 
it was then completely Day-light. 

T h e undaunted and resolute Behaviour of the 
Officers, Seamen, and Marines was unparalleled*; 
and I have to lament the Loss of several of those 
brave Men, a List of whom I enclose you herewith, 

I have the H o n o r to be, &c. 
P . S O M E R V I L L E . 

Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B. Vice-Admiral 
of the Blue, &c. &c. &c. 

Medusa, off Boulogne-, 
M Y L O R D , August 16, 1801. 

AF T E R the complete Arrangement which was 
made, the perfect good Understanding and 

Regularity with which the Boats you did me the 
Honor to put under my Command left the Medusa, 
I have an anxious Feeling to explain to your Lo rd -
slifp the Failure of our Enterprise, tha t , on its 
outset, promised every Success. 

Agreeable to your Lordship's Instructions, I pro­
ceeded with the Second Division of the Boats under 
my Direction, ( the Half of which were under the 
Direction of Lieutenant "Williams, Senior of the 
Medusa,) to at tack the Part of the Enemy's Flo­
tilla, appointed for me, and at Half-past Twelve had 
the good Fortune to find myself close to them, when 
I ordered Lieutenant Williams, with his Subdivision, 
to push on to attack the Vessels to the Northward 
of me, while I , with the others, ran alongside a large 
Brig off the Mole Head, wearing the Commodore's 
Pendant. I t is at this Moment I feel myself at a 
Loss for Words to do Justice to the Officers arid 
Crew of the Medusa who were in the Boat with me, 
and to Lieutenant Langford, the Officers and Crew 
of the fame Ship, who nobly" seconded us in the 
Barge, until all her Crew were killed or wounded ; 
and to the Honorable Mr. Cathcart who commanded 
the Medusa's Cutter , and sustained the A t t a c k with 
the greatest Intrepidity, until the desperate Situatiou 
I was left in obliged me to call him-to the Assistance 
of the Sufferers in my Boat. 

T h e Boats weie no sooner alongside than we at­
tempted to board; but a very strong Net t ing , t raced 


