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and Parker; and a Divifion of Howitzer Boats
amnder Captain Conn. 'The Boats put off from the
< Medufa at Half paft Eleven o’Clock alt Might in
‘the befl poffible Order, and before One o’Clock this
Moraing the firing began, and I had, from the
Judgment of the Officers, and the Zcal and Gal-

.dantry of every Man, the moft perfeét Confidence of’

wcomplete Succefs, but the Darknels of the Night,
avith’ the Tide and Half Tide, feparated the Divi-
fions, and from all not arfiving at the fame happy
Moment with Captain Parker, is to be attributed
‘the Failure of Succefs ; but Ibeg to be perfedtly un-

derftood that not the fmalleit Blame attaches itfelf to |

any Perfon ; for although the Divifions did not arrive
together, yet each (except the Fourth Divifion, which
could not be got up before Day ) made a fuccelsful
Attack on that Part of the Enemy they fell in with,
anda&ually took poffeflion of many Brigs and Tlats,
and cut their Cables, but many of them being
aground, and the Moment of the Battle’s cealing
on board them, the Veflels were filled with Vollies
upon Vollies of Mulketry, the Enemy being per-
feQly regardlels of their own Men, who muit have
Juffered equally with us, it was therefore impofiible to
yemain 6n board even to burn them ; but allow me to
fay, who have feen much Service this War, that
more determined perfevering Courage I never wit.
neffed, aud that nothing but the Impoffibility of
Leing {uccefsful, from the Caufes I have mentioncd,
.could have prevented me from having to congratu-
late their Lordfhips; but although iz Value the
Lofs of fuch gallant and good Men is incalculable,
yet, in Point of Numbers, it has fallen fhort of
mmy Expefations. I muft allo beg leave to ftate,
hat greater Zeal and ardent Defite to diftinguith
them{clves by an Attack on the Enemy was never
fhewn than by all the Captains, Officers, and Crews

-of all the different Deflcriptions of Veflels under my |

. Command,
. The Commanders of the Hunter and Greyhound

Revenue Cutters went in their Boats in the moit

bandfome and gallant Manner to the Attack. .
amongft the many brave Men wounded, I have with |

the deepeft Regret to place the Name of my gallant
:good Friend and able Affiftant Captain Edward T.
Parker ; alfo my Flag Lieutenant Frederick Lang-
ford, who has ferved with me many Years; they
-were both wouuded in attempting to board the
French Commodore. To Captaia Gore of the Me-
dufa I feel the higheft Obligations ; and when their
Lordhips look at the Lofs of the Medufa on this
:Occalion, they will agree with me, that the Honor of
‘my Flag, and the Caufe of their King and Country,
could never have been placed in more gallant Hands.
Captain Bedford ot the Leyden, with Captain Gare,
very handfomely volunteered their Services to {erve
under a Mafter and Commander; but 1 did not think

it fair to the latter, and I only mention it to mark

the Zeal of thofe Officers.
Attack only a few Prifoners were made ; a Lieute-
nant, Eight Seamen, and Ei ht.Seldiers, are all they
brought off. Herewih I {end the Keports of the
feveral Commanders of Divifions, and .4 Return of
“killed and wounded.
I have the Honor to be, &e.
NELSON and BRONTE.
- P.S. Captain Somerville was the fenior Malter
and Commander employed. .

From the Nature of the |
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Eugenie, off Boulogne,
MY LORD, Auguff 15, 1801,
i N Obcdicnce to your Lordfiip’s Dircétion to
ftate the Proceedings of the Tirft Divifion of
Boats which you did me the Honor to place under
my Command, for the Purpole of attacking the
Evemy’s Flotilla in the Bay of Boulegne, 1 beg
Leave to acquaint you, that aficr leaving the Me-
dufa laft Night, I fousd myfeil, on getting on
Shore, carried confiderably, by the Rapidity of
the Tide, to the Eaftward of the above-mentioned
Place; and finding that T was not likely to reach it
in the Order preferibed, I gave Dire@ion: for the
Boas to calt cach other oft. By fo doing, I was
erabled to get to the Xnemy’s Flotlla 2 little before
the Dawn of Day, and in the beft Order pofitble
attacked, clofe to the Pler Head, a Brig, which,
after a tharp Contelt, I carried. Previcus to fo
doing, her Cubles were cut; but I was prevented
from towing her out by her being fecured with a
Chain, and in confequence of a very heavy Five of
tMufquetry and Grape Shot that was direGed at us
from the Shore, "Three Luggers, and another Brig
within Half Piftol Shot; and not feeing the leait
Prolpet of Dbeing able to get her off, I was obli
gated to abandon her, and puth out of the Bay, as
it was then completely Day-light.

The undaunted and refolute DBehaviour of the
Officers, Seamen, and Marines was unparalleled ;
and I have to lament the Lofs of feveral of thofe
brave Men, a Lilt of whom I enclofe you herewith,

I have the Honor to be, &ec.
. P. SOMERVILLE.
Lord Vifeonnt Nelfon, K. B. Vice- Admiral
of the Blue, &c. &e. &e.
Medufa, off Boulogne,
MY LORD, Aﬁ;n_t/?{G, 1805:.
.AFTER the complete Arrangement which was

"X made, the perfe&t gcod Underftanding and
Regularity with which the Doats you did me the
Honor to put under my Command left the Medufa,
I have an anxious Feeling to explain to your Lord-
fhip the Tailare of our Enterprife, that, on its
outfet, promiled every Succefs.

Agrecable to your Lordthip’s Inftru@ions, I pro-
ceeded with the Second Divition of the Boats uncer
my Direftion, (the Half of which were under the
Dirve&ion of Licutenant Williams, Senior of the
Medufa,) to attack the Part of ‘the Inemy’s Flo-
tilla, appointed for me, and at Half paft Twelve had
the good Fortune to find myfelf clofe to them, when
I ordered Lieutenant Williams, with his Subdiwvifion,
to pufh on to attack the Veflels to the Northward
of me, while I, with the others, run alongfide 2 laégc
Brig off the Mole Head, wearing the Commodaore’s
Pendant.  Itis at this Moment T feel myfelf at a
Lofs for Words to do Jultice to the Oficers and
Crew of the Medufa who were in the Boat with me,
and to Lieutenant Langford, the Officers and Crew
of the fame Ship, who nobly -feconded us in the
Barge, until all her Cvew were killed or wounded ;
and to the Honorable Mr. Catheart who commanded
the Meduta’s Cutter, and fuftained the Attack with

1 the grealcit Intrepidity, until the defperate Situation

I was Jeft in obliged me to call him-to the Aflitance
of the Sufferers m my Boat. i

The Boats were no fooner alongfide than we at.
tempted to board; but a very ftrong Netting, traced



