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Downing-Sireet, May 9, 1801. 

AD I S P A T C H addressed to the Right Honor-
abk H e n r y Dundas , of which the following is 

a Copy, was this D a y received at the Office of the 
Righ t Honorable Lord Hobar t , One of His Ma­

jesty's Principal Secretaries of State , from General 
Sir Ralph Abercromby, K. B . Commander in Chief 
of His Majesty's Troops serving in the Mediter­
ranean. 

Camp before Alexandria, 
SIR, Alarch 16, 1801. 

AL T H O U G H it was not originally my Inten­
tion to have commenced the Operations of the 

British A r m y in E g y p t on the Side of Alexandria, 
yet Circumstances arose which induced me to change 
niy Opinion. W e were much-longer delayed on the 
Coast of Asia Minor, than we had" at first any 
Reason to apprehend; and we were ultimately, 
obliged to sail from Marmarice in a very imperfect 
state of Preparation. I am fully sensible.of the. E x ­
ertions of His Majesty's Ambassador at the Ottoman 
•Porte, as well as of the Quarter-Master-Gencral, 
and the other Officers who were sent forward to 
provide for the Necessities of the A r m y . Our D e ­
lays originated from other Causes. For a consider­
able T ime previous- to our sailing the Weather was 
extremely boisterous, and the Winds contrary7. T h e 
Mwir.ent that -it became practicable to fail .with so 
large a Fleet, Lo rd Keith put to S e a ; "we left 
Marmarice on the zzd of February, and came in 
Sight of Alexandria on the ] st of March. 

0:i the 2d, the Fleet anchored in Aboukir Bay. 
XjTiltil the 7th the Sea ran high, and no Disembarka­
tion could be effected ; on that Day every Arrange-
ment wav completed, and on tlie Sth, the Troops 
forming the hirst Division, consisting of t h e Reserve 
Milder the Command of Major-General Moore, the 
Briga-'c of Giiar/dn, under the Honourable Major-
General Lndlow, and Part of the. First Brigade, 
under the Command of Major-General Coote, got 
into the Boats early in the Morn ing ; they had, in 
general, from Five to Six Miles to row, and did 
not arrive at the Point of Lai-ding till T e n 
o 'Clock. T h e Front of Disembarkation was nar­
row, and a Hi l l , which commanded the Whole , 
seemed almost inaccessible. T h e Enemy were fully 
aware of OUT Intention, were in Force, and had 

every Advantage on their Side. T h e Troops , how-. 
ever, notwithstanding their being exposed to a very 
severe Caocpnade, and under the Fire of Grape-
Shot, made good their Landing, ascended the Hil l 
with an Intrepidity scarcely to be paralleled, and 
forced the Enemy to re t i i e , leaving behind him Se­
ven Pieces of Artillery and a Number of Horses. 

T h e Troops that ascended the Hi l l were the 2 3 * 
Regiment and the four Flank Companies of the 
40th , under the Command, of Colonel Spenceri, 
whose Coolness and good Conduct Major-General 
Moore has mentioned to me in the highest Terms o f 
Approbat ion. I t is impossible to pass over the goocl 
Order in which the 28th and. the 42d Regiments 
landed, under the Command of Brigadier -General 
Oakes,. who was attached to the Reserve under Ma.-
jor-General Moore ; and the Troops in general loft 
not a Moment in remedying any little Disorder 
which became unavoidable in a Landing under suck 
Circumstances. T h e Disembarkation of the Arrajr ' 
continued on that and the following Day . 

T h e Troops which landed on the 8th advanced 
three Miles the fame Day ; and on the i z t h the ^ 
whole Army moyiejd forward, and came within Sight 
of the Enemy, who was formed on an advantageous 
Ridge, with his Right to the Canal of Alexandria, 
and his Left towards the Sea. 

I t was determined to at tack them on the Morning 
of the 1 3 t h ; and in consequence the A r m y marched * 
in two Lines by-the Lef t , with an Intention to ti*r.c 
their right Flank. 

T h e Troops had not been long in Motion before 
the Enemy descended from the Heights on which 
they were formed, and attacked the leading Bri­
gades of both Lines, which were commandos! by 
Major-General Cradock and Major-General the Earl 
of Cavan. 

T h e 90th Regiment formed the Advanced Guard 
of the front Line , and the 9?B that of the second ; 
both Battalions-suffered considerably, and behaved . 
in such a Manner as to merit the Praise both o s 
Courage and Discipline. Major-General Cradock 
immediately formed his Brigade to meet the At tack 
made by the Enemy ; aud the Troops -changed their 
Position with a Quickness and Precision which did • ' ° , 1 ^ . \.-
them the g r e a t e l l r l o n o r . T h e Remainder cf. t h ^ v ? i}. ;-..vS t 

A r m y followed so good an Example, and were i^^rfci£tj»->-% 
mediately in a Situation not only to face, but ^e
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