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DISPATCH addrefled to the Right Honor-

able Henry Dundas, of which the tollowing is

a Copy, was this Day received at the Office of the
Right Honorable Lord Hobart, One of His Ma-
jelty’s Principal Secretaries of State, from General
Sir Ralph Abercromby, K. B. Commander in Chief
of His Mujelty’s Troops ferving in the Mediter-

ranean. .

: : Camp before Alexandyia,
SIR, March 16, 1801.
LTHOUGH it was not originally my Inten-
tion to have commenced the Operations of the
Britith Army in Egypt on the Side of Alexandria, ]
yet Circumftances arofe which induced meto change
my Opicion.  We were much-longer delayed on the

Coaft of Afia Minor, than we had at firt any

Reafon to apprehend; and we were ultimately|
obliged to fail from Marmarice in a ‘very imperfeét
ftate of Preparation. I am fully fenfible.of the Ex-
‘ertions of His Majefly’s Ambaflador at the Ottomman
Porte; as well as of the Quarter-Mafter-Gencral,
and the other Officers who ‘were fent forward to
‘provide for the Neceffities of the Army.  Our De-
lays originated from other Caufés. For a confider-
able Time previous to eur failing the Weather was
extremely boifterous, and the Winds contrary.  "The
Mennent that -it became pradticable to fail with fo
large a Tleet, -Lord Keith put to Sea; “we left
Marmarice: ou_the 22d of February, and came in.
Sight of Alexandria on the 1ft of March. .

On the 2d, the Fleet anchored in -Aboukir Bay:,
Until the 7ththe Sea ran high, and no Difembarka.’
tion could be cffected 5 on that Day cvery Arrange-
ment was completed, and on the $th, the Troops
forming the ¥ivit Divifion, coniilting of the Referve
under the Command of Major-General Moore, the
Brigale of Guards, under the Honourable Major--
General Lndlow, and Part of the. Firlt Brigade,
under the Command of Major-General- Coote, got
into the Boats early in the Morning; they had, in
general, from Eive to Six Miles. to row, and did
not arrive at the Point of Tavding till Ten
o'Clock. The Front of Difembarkation was nar-
row, and a Hill, which commanded the Whole,

feemed almofl inacceflible. The Epemy were fully
aware of our Intention, were in Force, and had

every Advantage on their Side. The Troops, how-.
ever, notwithitanding their being expofed to a very
fevere Capuonade, and under the Fire of Grape-
Shot, made good their Landing, afcended the Hill
with an Intrepidity fearcely to be paralleled, and
forced the Enemy toretire, leaving behind him Se-
ven Piecesof Artillery and a Number of Horfes.

The Troaops that alcended the Hill were the 234
Regiment and the four Flank Companies of thie
4oth, under the Command of Colonel Spencer,
whofc Coolnefs and good Conduét Major-Geaeral
Moore has mentioned to me in the highelt Terms of
Approbation. It is impoffible to pafs over the good
Order in which the 28th and the 42d Regiments
landed, undec the Command of Brigadier-General
Oukes, who was attached to the Referve under Ma-
jor-General Moore ;- and the T'rgops in generalloft:
not a NMoment in remedying any little Diforder
which became ungvoidablé in a Landing under fuch
Circumftances. The Difembarkation of the Army-
continued on that and the following Day.

The Troops which landed on the /th advanced
thrce Miles the fame Day; and on the 1zth the
whole Army moved forward, and came within Sight
of the Enemy, whg was formed on an advantageous
Ridge, with his Right to the Canal of Alexandria,
and his Left towards the Sea. . :

It was determined to attack them on the Morning
of the 13th; andin confequenCe the Army marched -
in two Lines by the Left, with an Iatention to tvrc
their right Flank.

The Troops had not been long in Motion before
the Enemy dcfcended from the Heights on whick
they were formed, and attacked the leading Bri-
gades of both Lines, which were commanded by
Major-General Cradock and Maijor-General the Eari
of Cavan. . .

The goth Regiment formed the Advanced Guard
of the front Line, and the g2d that of the fecond
both Battalions. fuffered confiderably, and behaved |
in_fuch a Manner as to merit the Irife both of
Courage and Dilcipline. Major-General Cradock
immediately formed his Brigade to meet the Attack
made by the Enemy ; and the Troops changed their
Pofition with a
them the greateft

-1onor.

Army followed fo good an Example, and were g3
mediately’ in a Situation not ocly to face, but far
!‘;
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Q;ﬁcknefs and Precifion which did.~¢
The Remainder of thE Sy,
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