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Downing-Street, May 3, 1801,

HE following Copy of a Letter from Lieute-
nant-General Sir Ralph Abercromby, K. B.

to the Earl of Elgin, together with Difpatches from
His Lordfhip to His Royal Highnefs the Duke of
York and Lord Hawkefbury, and a Letter from Co-
lonel Anfiruther to Colonel Brownrigg, of which the
following are Lxtradls, have been this Day received.

Copy of a Letter from Sir Ralph Abercromby to the
Earl of Elgin, dated Camp before Alexandria, 16tk
March 1801. . .o

MY LORD, .
N the 1t Inftant the Fleet arrived in Sight o
Alexandria ; on the 2d it anchored in Aboukir
Bay ; the Weather did not permit any Debarkation
before the 8th; on that Day it was happily effeied,
under the moft trying Circumftances, The Boats
had near a Mile to row, and were for fome Time
under the Fire of Fifteen Pleces of Artillery, and
the Mufguetry of Two Thoufand Five Hundred

Men; (till the Intrepidity of the Troops overcame

every Difficulty. We took Eight Pieces of Cannon.
On the gth, the Remainder of the Army was

landed. On tlre 12th, we marched forwards to
within Two Ieagues of Alexandria, and One

League of the Enemy, who were advantageoully

poRed on a Ridge, with their Right to the Canal

of Alexandeia, and their Left to the Sea. On the
13th, we moved forwards to attack the Enemy, and
to turn their Left. They did not, however, wait,
but came down and attacked us. - The A&tion was
warm; but the Enemy were everywhere forced
ander the Walls of Alexandria. Qur Lofs 1s confi-
derable. Although Colonel Erfkine is wounded,
he is doing well.  He hasloft a Le§. His Re%'i-
ment gained great Credit, but fuffered feverely.

No Qfficer of Rank is killed or dangeroully wound-

ed. ILxcule this Scrawl, written on my Knee.

R. ABERCROMBY.

Extra@ of a Letter from the Earl of Elgin to His
Royal Highuefs the Duke of York, doted Conflan-
tingple, April 4; 1801, '

A S Colonel Anftruther’s Letter to me, which ac-

<ompanied that to Colonel Brownrigg, was write
ten on the16th of March, It ake the Liberty of adding
to your Royal Highnefs, that Menou having with

2000 Cavalry joined the Corps at Alexandria, at-

tacked Sir Ralph Abercromby on the 21ft. 'The

Affault was vigorous; but the Enemy were entirel

repulfed with great Lofs, not however before Sir

-Ralph Abercromby, General Moore, General Hope,

and Sir Sidney Smith, had been wounded flightly,

and Colonel Abercromby had loft 2 Limb. Colonel

Paget appears to have had a flight Wound, -
Eord Keith’s Jaft Letter fays all the wounded are

furprifingly well, confidering they ave all by Cannon

or Grape Shot. I may add, that my Janiffary, who
left Rhodes on the 27th, mentions, that {ome of the

Troops who came there firlt, or had been left fick,

were already fo well as to have failed from thence to

o1n. .
! Nothing could have been more brilliant than our
Operations appear to have heen.

Extrad of a Letter from Lord Elgin to Lord
Hawkefbury, dated Conflantingple, April 14, 1801,
I Have the Happinefs of informing your Lordfhip,

that I have this Moment received an Exprefs
from Rhedes, dated z7th March, with a Series of
private Accounts, of the fuccefsful Progrefs of Sir
Ralph Abetcromby’s Army.

It appears that Menou muflt have fet out from
Cairo, on the Firft Intelligence of Sir Ralph Aber.
cromby’s Landing. Moeanwhile our Army had
advanced (under Circumftances far too honourable
for the Britith Arms, for me to attempt relating on
the imperfe& Details I poffefs), and had taken Poft
within Three Miles of Alexandria, ‘where they had
prepared againtt an Attack from Menou, who, with
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Two Thoufand Cavalry, having formed a Jundion
with the Garrifon of Alexandria, came againft our
Army on the 21

In this Adtion we have to regret about Five Hun-
dred Men killed and wounded ; while the Enemy
pofitively loft Two Thoufand Men killed and
wounded, and TFive Hundred taken Prifoners. On
the preceding Wednefday, Aboukir Caftle furren.
dered, and the Britith and Turkifh Flags were flying
there. . .

Extrad of a Letier from Colonel Anflruther to Colonel
" Brownrigg, dated Camp near Alexandria, 16th
March 1801.

’I‘HE Flect failed from Marmaxie on the 2z2d
February, and anchored in Aboukir Bay on
the 2d March. From that Day to the 7th, the
Weather was [o boifterous, and the Swell fo great,
that it was impraéticable to difembark. This Cir-
cumftance gave the Enemy full Leifure to colle&
" Troops and Anrtillery, and to make every neceffary
Preparation to oppofe us. The whole Infantry of
the Garrifon of Alexandria, Three Hundred Ca-
valry, and Fourteen or Fifteen Pieces of Cannon,
were placed on a Space of little more’ than Two
" Miles, from ncar the Caftle of Aboukir to the nar-
row Ifthmus, which forms the Boundary of the
Lake. ‘Such was the Situation in which we found
Things, on the Morning of the 8th, when the De-
fcent was made. . Nothing, I believe, ever exceeded
the Boldnefs and Perfeverance with which the Boats
continued to approach the Shore, under a Shower
.of Bullets, Shells, and Grape, 'Ev'ery 'Difcharge
was anfwered by a Shout from the Seamen, and all
feemed totally infenfible of Danger. The Referve
on the Right formed as if on the Parade, andina
Moment carried a Height nearly equal to, and very
dike to, that of Camperdown. The Left were charged
by the Cavalry, the Moment they got out of the
PBoats. However, they drove every Thing before
them ; and in the Courfe of Three Quarters of an
Hour, the Enemy was completely beaten, with the
Tofs of Half his Artillery, After a Halt of Two
or Three Hours, in order to difembark Ammuni-
tion, and Part of Gencral Coote’s Brigade, which
had not been landed, the Army advanced about
Four Miles, where we remained till the 12th ; the

landing of Provifions and Stores being much im.
peded by the boifterous Weather.

On the 12th, we again marched about Five
Miles, conflantly fkirmithing with the Advanced
Guard of the Enemy, who had received a Rein-
forcement of Two Half. Brigades of Infantry, and
One Regiment of Cavalry, from Cairo. We halted,
for the Night, about Three Miles from the Enemy’s
Pofition, which feemed and proved very advan.

ta%sous.

ext Morning the Army moved to attack the
Right of it, marching by Linzs from the Left; the
Referve covering the Movement, and moving parallel
with the firlk Fire. As the Columns advanced into
the Plain, the Enemy attacked the Heads of both
with all his Cavalry, fupported by a confiderable
Body of lnfantry, and Ten or Twelve Pieces of
Cannon. 'This Attack was repulfed by the Advan.
ced Guard (the goth and gzd), both of which be-
haved moft nobly. The Firlt Line then formed Two
Lines to the Front of March, the Flanks of which
were proteted by the Referve, and continued to ad-
vance in that Manner, whilft the Second Line contie
nuing {till in Column (excepting the Firk Brigade
of it}, turned the Enemy’s Rizht, and forced him ta
quit his Pofitiond The Army followed in the Order

above ftated, and Sir Ralph had given Orders for

renewing the Attack on the Heights clofe to the
Toawn, to which the Enémy retreated ; but on ex
amining them with Attention, it was thought that
they were under- the Guns of the Forts, and could
not probably be kept if carried; the Army took
up ‘in the Evening the Ground which the Enemy
had quitted, ~ : :

The Force the Enemy oppofed to us appeared
about Five Thoufand Iifantry, Six Hundred Ca-
valry, and a large Proportion of Artillery; the
Ground being particularly favourable to the T'wo
lat, The Movements, althcugh under a conftant
Connonade, were regular and accarate: The Gene-
;‘a-l, in this laft A&ion, had his Horfe fhot wnder

m,

The Pofition we occupy 'is good ; it cuts off the

-Commuuication between Alexandria and the Nile,

excepting through the Defert : Our Supplies are
conveyed by Means of the Lake with Eafe and Se-
curity.
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