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From Satuidap Januéry 31, to Lucgbay February 3, 1801,

Weflminfler, Febrrary 2, 1801,

H 1S Day His Majelly came to the Houfe
of Peers, and being in Flis Royal Robes,
feated on the Throne with the winal Solemnity, Sir
Francis Molynens, Geatleman Uiher of the Black
Rod, was {eit wizk a Mcfage from His Majefty to
the Houle of Commons, commanding their Attend-
ance in the Houle of Peers, The Commons being
come thither accordingly, His Majefly was pleafed

to make the following molt gravious Specch :

My Lords, ard Gentlemen,

At a Crifis {o important to the Intmtus of My
People, 1 derive great Satisfaftion from being
enabled, for the firli Time, to avail Myfclf of the
Advice and Alflitance of the Parliament of My
United Kingdom of Great Dritain and Ireland.

This memorable &ra, diftinguithed by the Ac-
complifiment of a Mealure caleulated to augment
and coufolidate the Strength and Relources of the
Empire, and to cement more clofely the Interefts
and Affedlions of My Subjedls, will, T truft, be
equally marked by that Vigor, Encrgy, and Firm.
nefs, which the Circamftacces of Our prefent Situa-
tian peculiarly require.

T'he unfortuunate Courfe of Events on the Con.
tinent, and the Confequences which muit he ex-
peQied to refult from it, cannot fail to be Matter of
Anuxiety and Concern to all who have'a jult Feeling
for the Security and Independence of Europe.

Your Aftonifhment, as well as your Regret, muft
be excited by the Condu& of thofe Powers whofe
Attention, at fuch a Period, appears to be more
engaged in Endeavours to weaken the Naval Force
of the Britifh Empire, which has hitherto appofed
fo powerful an Obfacle to the inordinate Ambi-
tion of France, than in concerting the Means of
mutual Defence againft their common and increafing
Danger.

The Reprefentations which I direfted to be made
te the Court of Peterlourgh, in confequence of

the Cutrages commiited againft the Ships, Pro-
perty, and Perfons of My Subje&s, have been

treated with the utmoft Difrefpe&; and the Pro-~.

ceedings of which I complained have been aggra-
vated by fubfequent A&s of Enjulice and Vio-
lence.

Under thefe Circumftances a Convention has been
concluded by that Court with thofe of Copenhagen
and Stockholm, the Object of which, as avowed by
One of the Contratting Parties, is to renew their:
former Eugagements for eftablilhing by Force a
new Code of Maritime Law, inconfiftent with - the:
Rights and hoftile to the Interefts of this Country.

In this Situation, I could not heficate as to the
Condudt which it became Me to purfue. I have
taken the earlieft Meafuresto repel the Ag@jeﬂion&
of this hoftile Confederacy, and ta fupport thofe
Principles which are eflential to the Maintenance of
Our Naval Strength, and which are grounded on
the Syftem of Public Law, fo long eftablithed and:
recognized in Europe.

I have, at the fame Time, given fuch Affurances
as manifel My Difpofition to renew My antient
Relations with thofe Powers, whenever it can be
done confiftently with the Honor of My Crown,
and with a jult Regard to the Safety of My Sub-
jedts.  You will, T am perfuaded, omit nothing on
your Part, that can afford Me the moft vigorous
and effectual Support in My firm Determination to
maiatain to the utmoft, agamft every Attack, the
Naval Rights and the Interefts of My Empire.

Geuilemen of the Houft of Commons,

I have direQed the Eflimates for the feveral .

Branches of the Public Service to be laid before
you: Deeply as I lament the continued Neceffity
of adding to the Burdens of My People, 1 am
perfuaded you will fecl with Me the Importance of
providing effedtual Means for thofe Excrtions which

are nmhfpenfably requifite for the Honor and Sccu- ‘(V/f{ 2

rity of the Couatry,

D
.



