’By the KXING.

A PROCLAMATION,
For a General FAST.

GEORGE R.
‘/‘] E, taking into Our moft fertbus Confider-

" ation the heavy Judgments with which Al-
mizhty God is pleafed to vifit the Iniquities of this
Land, by a grievous Scarcity and Dearth of divers
Articles of Suflenance and Neceffaries of Life;
moreover taking into Qur moft ferious Confider-
ation the jult and neceflary War in which We
are engaged, for the Maintenance of the In-
dependence of Our Crown, for the Defence of
the Commerce, and of the Rights and Liberties,
Civil and Religious, of Our Subjeéts; and trufling
in the Mercy of Almighty God, that notwithitand-
ing the fore Punifiment which He hath laid upon
Us and upon Our People, He will, if We turn to
Him in due Contrition and Penitence of Heart, not
only withdraw His afflicting Hand, but moreover
gracioufly blefs Our Arms, both by Sea aud Land,
have therefore refvlved, and do, by and with the
Advice of Our Privy Council, hereby command,
That a Public Faft and Humiliation be obferved
throughout thofe Parts of our United Kingdom
called England and Ireland, on Friday the Thir-
teenth Day of February next; that fo both Weé
and Our People may humble Ourlelves before
Almighty God, in order to obtain Pardon of Qur
Sins; and ‘may, in the moft devout and {olemn
Manner, fend up Our Prayers and Supplications to
the Divine Majetty, for the Removal of thofe heavy
" Judgments which OQur manifold Sins and Provo-
cations have moft juftly deferved, and under which
We at this prefent Time labour ; and for imploring
His Blefling and Affiftance on Qur Arms, and for
reltoring and perpetuating Peace, Safety, and Prof-
perity, to Us and Our Dominions: And We do
thi&kly charge and command, That the faid Public
Taft be reverently and devoutly obferved by all Our
loving Subjeéts in England and Ireland, as they ten-
der the Favor of Almighty Gad, and would aveid
His Wrath and Indignation ; and upon Pain of fuch
Punithment as We may juftly infli¢k on all fuch as
contemn and negle& the Performance of fo reli-
gious and neceflary a Duty. And for the better
and more orderly folemuizing of the {ame, We have
given DireGtions to the Moft Reverend the Arch-
‘bifhops, and the Right Reverend the Bifhops of
‘England and Ireland, to compofe 2 Form of Prayer
{uitable to this Qccafion, to be ufed in all Churches,
Chapels, and Places of Public Worthip ; and to take
care the fame be timely difperfed through their
refpective Diocefes.

‘Given at Our Court at 3t. James’s, the Firlt Day
of January One thoufand eight hundred and
.one, in the Forty-firlt Year of Our Reigu.
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God is plealed to vifit the Iniquities of this Land,
by a grievous Scarcity and Iearth of divers Ar-
ticles of Suftenance and Neceffaries of Life
moreover taking into Our moft ferious Confi-
deration the juft and neceflary War in which
We are engaged, for the DMaintenance of the
Independence of Our Crown, for the Defence of
the Commerce, and of the Rights and Libertics,
Civil and Religious, of Our Subje&s ; -and trufting
in the Mercy of Almighty God, that, votwithitand-
ing the fore Punifhment which He hath laid unon U5
and upon Our People, He will, if We tur. to Finin
due Contrition and Peuitence of Heartynot only with-
diaw His afliting Hand, but moreover gracioufly
blefs Our Awrms, both by Sea and Land, have there-
fore refolved, and do, by and with the Advice of
Our Privy Council, hereby commacd, That a Pub-
lic Faft and Humiliation be obferved theoughout
that Part of our Kingdom called Scetland, on
Thurfday the Twelfth Day of February next; that
fo both We and Our People may humble Ourfelves

;\before Almighty God, in order to obtain Pardon

of Dur Sias ; and may, in the moft devout and fo-
lemn Manger, fend up Our Prayers and Supplications
to the Divine Majelty, for the Removal of thole .
heavy Judgments which Our manifold Sins and
Provocations have moft jultly defetved, and under
which We at this prefent Time labour ; and for im-
ploring His Blefling and Affiftance on Our Arms,
and for reftoring and perpetuating Peace, Safety, and
Profperity, to Us and Our Dominions : And We
do ftritly charge and command, That the faid
Public Faft be reverently and devoutly obferved by
all Our loving Subjefts in Scotland, as they ten-
der the Tavor of Almighty God, and would avoid
His Wrath and Indignation; and upon Pain ot
fuch Punifhment as We may jultly infli& on all
fuch as contemn and negle& the Performance of fo

| religious and neceffary.a Duty. Our Will is there-

fore, and We charge, That this Our Proclamation
{een, ye forthwith pafs to the Market Crofs of
Edinburgh, and all other Places necdful, and there,
in Our Name and Authority, make Publication
hereof, that none pretend Iguorance:” And Odr
Will and Pleafure 1s, That Oar Solicitor do caufe
printed Copies hereof to be fentto the Sheriffs of
the feveral Shires, Stewarts of Stewartries, and
Bailiffs of Regalities, and their Clerks, whom We
ordain to fee the fame publilhed ; and We appoint
them to fend Copies hereof to the feveral Parith

‘Churches within their Bounds, that upon the Lord’s

Day immediately preceding the Day above.men-
tioned, the fame may be publifhed, and read from
the Pulpits, immediately after Divine Service.

Given at Our Caurt at St. James’s, the Firft
Day of January, One thoufand eight hun-
dred and one, in the Forty-firlk Year .of Qur
Reign.
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Derlaring cvhat Enfign or Colours fhall be borne -
Seay in Merchant Ships or Feffily” beloaging to any
of His Majefly’s Subjels of tZy?:..",'{Fniied King.fom
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