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ilofnnufsion in the Cheshire Militia, signed by'the I 

Lord Lieutenant. J 
Nehemiah Augustus Shankster, Gent , to be Ensign, 

vice Collier, resigned. Dated October 2, 1800. 

Commission inthe Ten th (or Edinburgh) Regiment 
of Nor th British Militia, stgned by the Lord Lieu
tenant. Dated Odober 25 , 1800. 

Lewis Gordon, Gent , to be Ensigns 

Admiralty-Office, November 29 , 1800. 
Copy of a"Letter from Captain Frederick Watkins, 

Commander of His Majsty's Ship Nereide, lo Evan 
'Nepean, Esq; dated in Curasao, \$th Odober 1800. 

S I R , 

BE pleased to inform my Lords Commiffioners of 
the Admiralty that I have thought it indispen

sably necessary to send these Dispatches to England ' 
by my first Officer, Lieutenant Paul , to acquaint 
their Lordships of the Surrender of the valuable 
Island of Curac^uvto H i s Majesty's Frigate under 
my Command. I beg Leave to transmit Duplicates 
of all my Let ters to the Right Honourable L o r d 
H u g h Seymour,, and the Articles of Capitulation 
agreed between his Excellency' Johan Rudolph 
Lauffer and myself; as also Inventories of Warlike 
Stores, Shipping, 8cc. I hope their Lordships will 
sanction my Conduct in taking Possession of this 
centrical and valuable Ifland in His Majesty's 
Name. * 

Lieutenant Paul I cannot recommend in too. strong 
•a Language to their Lordstiips, for his zealous _ 
Exert ions during the whole of the Siege: and for 
any further Information he is perfectly able to de
scribe every Th ing their Lordships may be desirous 
of knowing respecting Curacao.. 

Lhave the Honor to be, Sec. 
F R E D . W A T K I N S . 

His Majesty's Ship Nereide, off 
Amsterdam, Ifland of Curacao, 

M Y L O R D , nth September 1800. 
Wish not to lose a Moment in sending a fast sail

ing Vessel to inform your Lordship,- that the 
Island of Curacao has claimed the Protection of His 
Britannic Majesty. - I have in consequence felt it 
riiy D u t y to take Possession of it in his Name. 

I am now running-.for the Harbour , as it is abso
lutely necessary to lose no Time to save the Ifland 
from the Enemy, who threaten t o storm the principal 
Fo r t To-n ig l i t ; but I trust the Nereide's Assistance' 
will be .the Means of frustrating the-Enemy's Views, 
and saving a most valuable Colony for Hi s Majesty. 

1 compute the Force of the French to be about 
Fifteen Hundred no\v in Possession of the West 
Par t of the Island, but no strong Post of any Conse
quence to prevent my holding the For ts command
ing Amsterdam, until I am honoured with an A n 
swer from your Lordship. 

There is great Property afloat belonging to the 
S'paniards. 

Lieutenant Paul will have the Honor of deliver
ing this Dispatch to your Lordship, of whose E x 
ertions and Zeal for the Service I cannot speak in 
too strong Terms. 

I have the Honor . to be, &c. Sec. Sec. 
(Signed) F . W A T K I N S 

,The Right Hoh. Lord Hugh Seymour, 
' €sV. &c. &cf 

His Majesty's Ship Nereide, off 
Amsterdam, September 14 

, . M Y L O R D , 1800. '• . 

SI N C E fending my last Dispatch o f t h e n t h In
stants Governor Johan Rudolph Lauffer h a s 

finally surrendered the Ifland of Curacao * and i ts 
Dependencies to Hi s Majesty's Arms . 

Enclosed I have the Honor of transmitting to your 
Lordship a Copy ofthe Terms of Capitulation. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 
F R E D . W A T K I N S . -

The Right Hon. Lord Hugh Seymour, 
&c. £sV. CSV. ** 

ARTICLES of CAPITULATION agreed be* 
fween Frederick Watkins, Esq; Captain of His 
Britannic Majesty's Ship Nereide, now lying off ihe 
Harbour of Curasao ; and Johan Rudolph Lauffer, 
Governor (interim) ofthe said Ifland, and its'De- . 

pendencies, and Commander in Chief of all the armed 
Force of the said Island; namely, That thefaid 

. Ifland of Curasao audits Dependencies shall surrender 
and be placed under the immediate Protedion of His. 
Britannic Majesty, in Conformity to the following 
Articles, viz. A" . \ 

A r t . I . T h e Ifland of Curacao and its Depend
encies fliall be placed under the Protection of His_ 
Britajnnic Majesty, and shall peaceably and quietly 
submit to the Government of Hi s said Majesty." 

Answer .—Agreed to . 

A r t . I I . T h e Inhabitants of this Ifland and its 
Dependencies shall enjoy perfect Security in their 
Persons and Properties, and the full Exercise of their 
Religion^ except such as shall appear to belong to the 
Subjects o f t h e Powers now actually at W a r ,with 
Great Britain ; such Property only excepted as was 
on board the'Vessels i n t h e Harbour^on the i o th In
stant. 

Answer.-:—Agreed to . 

A r t . I I I . AU Ships and Vessels of W a r that 
may be in the Harbour , and all Arti l lery, Warlike 
Stores, Ammunition, Sec. that may be found in the 
Forts and public Magazines, and^all Property of 
whatsoever Nature it may be, belonging to- the 
Batavian Republic, shall be delivered up to His Bri
tannic Majesty in the 'S ta t e in which they now are, 
and Officers fliall be appointed on each Side by the 
joint Parties to take inventories thereof. 

Answer .—Agreed to . 

A r t . T V . Al l Debts due by the Government of 
this Island shall, be punctually paid out of the Re-
venue of the said Ifland. 

Answer .—Agreed to . 

. A r t . - V . N o Alteration shall be made in the 
established 'Laws of the said Island ; except that in 
future such might be found necessary for' mutusl Be
nefit or Safety, and which mult be regulated by the 
Concurrence os both Parties. 

Answer .—Agreed to*, 

A r t . V I . Dur ing the T ime this Island may re
main*.under the Protection of His Britannic Majesty, 
or in cafe this Ifland and its Dependencies should, 
at the Conclusion of the W a r , remain ia the Posses
sion of Great Britain, the Inhabitants of the said. 
Ifland and its Dependencies shall enjoy ths fame Rights 


