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From CUE-sDa^ March 25, to g&aturfcag March 29, 1800. 

Camp of the Grand Vizir, near„Al Erich, 
January 24, 1800. 

TH I S Day a Convention has been signed here, 
by Moustapha Raschid Effendi and Mousta-

pha Reffichi Effendi, Commissioners appointed on 
the Part of the Grand Vizir, and by General 
Desaix and Monsieur Pouffielgue, Commiffioners ap­
pointed on the Part of General Kleber, by which it 
has been agreed, that the French Troops now in 
E g y p t should evacuate that Country, and should be 
allowed to return to France. 

T h e For ts of Saiahich and Catihe are to be sur­
rendered by the French Troops within Eight Days 
after the Ratification of this Capitulation by the 
Grand Vizir and General Kleber, and the other 
Plac$6 and Towns in Egyp t at the differertt Periods 
specified for' that Purpose. 

Admiralty-Office, 2'jth March 1800. 
"AJOR D O U G L A S , late Commander of the Par ty 

of -Marines serving on board his Majesty's 
Ship theT ig re , arrived this Morning with Dispatches 
from Sir Sidney Smith, Knight , Captain of that 
Ship, and Senior Officer o f t h e Squadron employed 
on the Coast of Egyp t , containing an Account of 
the Capture of the For t of E l Arifh, by an Ad­
vanced Body of the A r m y of the Grand Vizir, 
•assisted by a Detachment of Marines from His Ma­
jesty's Ships under the Orders of the Major. 
By this Account it appears, that the Grand Vizir 
rr.oved from Gaza to E l Ari/h on the 20th Decem­
ber last, and that the French Commandant having 
refused to capitulate, the For t was reconnoitred by 
Major Douglas, accompanied by'Lieutenant-Colonel 
•Bromley and Captain Winter : T h a t Batteries were 
erected on the 24th, and the following Days , the 
Fire of which was attended with complete Success; 
iand that on the 29th in the Morning, the Enemy 
having ceased siring, Major Douglas ascended the 
Wal l of the For t , by Means of a Rope which was 
let down for him, and received the Sword of the 
French Commandant ; but that h having been found 
impossible in the first Moments to restrain- the Impe­
tuosity of the Turkisti Troops , Three Hundred of 
the French Garrison were put to the Sword, the 

• Remainder were, however, by his Exertions, and 
those of the Turkish Commanding Officer, pla«pd 

in Security, and the Sick and Wounded taken Care 
of. 

T h e Major acknowledges himself highly indebted 
to the Assistance of Lieutenant-Colonel Bromley* 
and commends the good Conduct of Captains Win te r 
and T ro t t e , and the gallant Behaviour of Mr . T h o ­
mas Smith, Midsiiipman belonging to the T ig re , and 
represents that the cheerful Manner in which the 
whole Detachment performed their D u t y , exposed 
as they were in the Desart without Tents , very ill 
fed, and with only brackish Wate r to drink, gainecl 
them the Admiration of the whole Ottoman Army.-

Admiralty-Office, March 2 9 , 1800. . 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Sir V/illiam Sidney 

Smith, Captain of His Majesty's Ship Tigre, to 
Evan Nepean, Esq; dated off Jaffa, the Sth of No-
vember 1799. 

S I R , 

I Have the Honor to enclose a Copy of my Le t t e r 
to the Righ t Honorable L o r d Nelson, (of 

Lords 
this 

Corn-Date , ) for the Information of the 
miffioners of the Admiralty. < 

I have the Honor to be, Sir, &c. &c. &c. 
W . S I D N E Y S M I T H . 

Tigre, off Jaffa, Sth 
M Y L O R D , November 1799. 

Lament to have to inform your Lordship of the 
melancholy Dea th of Patrona Bey the Turkisti 

Vice-Admiral, who was assassinated at Cyprus in a 
Mutiny of the Janissaries on the 18th of O c t o b e r ; 
the Command devolved on. Seid AH Bey, who had 
just joined me with the Troops from Constantinople, 
composing the Second Maritime Expedition destined 
for the Recover)' of E g y p t . A s soon as our joint 
Exertions had restored Order, we proceeded to the 
Mouth of tlie Damietta Branch of the Nile to make 
an A t t a c k thereon, as combined with the Supreme 
Vizir, in order to draw the Attention of t h e 
Enemy that W a y , and leave his Highness more at > J ^ r v *x 

Liberty to advance nvith the grand A r m y on t h e - .Jd'I-i 
Side' of the Desart. T h e At tack begun -by ikc/^^^ji 7 <_ 
Tigre 's Boats taking Possession of a ruined C a s t l d ^ ' 5 ^ ^ 
situated on the Eastern Side of the Bogazj or E n - ^ V ^ 
trance of the Channel, which the Inundation of the-fC *...~ J£: '**--•< 
Nile had insulated from the Main Land, leavip'g a v v - - . 

, sordable Passage. T h e Turkish H a g displayed oa ; fcf^. ^ 
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