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Admiralty-Office, January 2%, 1800.

Copy of.a Lener from Admirdl Sir Hyde Parker; Kut.-
Commander in Chief of His Majelty’s Ships and
V_e]izlx»at Famaica, to Evan Nepean, Efq; dated in
Port-Royal Harbour, the 4¢h November 1199,

- SIR,

Have a peculiar Satisfaltion in cemmunicating
A& to.you, for the Inforination of my Lords Com-
siffioners of the Admiralty, that His Majefty’s
late Ship Hermiiore is agam_feftéred fo his Navy,
"By as daring and gallant an Enterprize as is to be
Yound in our Naval Annals, under the Command of
Captain Hamilton himfelf, with the Boats of the
Surprize only.

. Captain Hamilton’s own Letter, with the Re-

ports accompanying it, (Copies of which are en-

clofed,) will {ufficiently explain to ‘their . Lordthips
the Detail of this Service, and the Bravery with
which the -Attack was fupported, and leaves me
only one Obfervation to make on the very gallant

A &ion which -adds infinite Honor to Captain Ha-

milton as an- Officer, for his Conception of the

Service hie was about to undertake. This was, Sir,

his- Difpofition for the Attdck ; which was, that a,

Number of chofén Men, to the Amount of Fifty,

with hinifelf, fiould board, and the Remainder m

the Boats to cut the Cablés and take the Ship in

Tow.—TFrom this Manctavie he had formed the

1dea, that while he was difputing for. the Pofleffion

«of the Ship, fhe was approaching the Surprize, who

was laying clofe into the Harbour, and i Cafe of

being beat out of the Hermione, he would have
an Opportunity of taking up the Contefl upon
more favortble Terms. :

To the fteady Exevation of thefe Orders was
owing thie Succefs of this bold and darig Under.
taking, which muft ever have” Rank arong the
foremoft of the many gallanit A&iots ekecuted by
our Navy this War.

1 find the Hérmione has Had a thorough Repair,
and is in complete'Order; I have therefore ordered
het to be furveyed and vilued, and fhall corimiffion-
“her as foon. as the Reports aré niade to-wie from
the Officers of the Yard, by~ the Nanie of the
Raanad@_ﬁs-

I have the Honorto be, &c, &c. &¢&

H, PARKER. |

T - Surprize, Port Raﬁl “Hearbour,
STR, © Fanaita, Nov. 1, 1759, -
THE Honor of iy Country and the Glory-éf

the Britifh Navy, were firong Induceniéars for
me to make an Attempt to cut out, by the Boats
of His Majefty’s Ship under niy Command, His
Majefty’s late Ship Hermione, from the Harbour of -
Porto Cavallo, where there are about Two Hundred
Pieces of Canndn mounted on .the Batteries.

Having well obferved her Situition on the 22d
and 23d Ulfimo, and the Evening of the 24th
being favorable, I turned the Hands up to acquaint
the Officers and ‘Ship”s Compdny of my Intention$
to lead thiem to the Attack, which was handfomely
returned with Three Cheers, anid that they would all
follow to a Man ; this greatly increafed niy Hopes;
and I had litdle Doubt of fucceeding: the Boats;
containing One Hundred Men, including Officers,
at Half-paft ‘Twelve on the Morning of the zsth,
(after having beat the Launch of the Ship; which
carried a Twenty-four-Pounder; and T'wenty Men,
and receiving feveral Guns and {mall Arms from the
Frigate,) boarded ; the Forecaftle was taken Pof-
feffion of without much Refitance; the Quarter~
Deck difputed the Point d Quarter of an-Hour, -

where a dreadful Carnage took place; the Mati-

Deck held out much longer, and with egual
Slaughter ; nor was it-before both Cables were cut,
Sail made on the Ship, and Boats a-head to tow,
that the Main-Deck could be called ours ; they laft
of all retreated to the *tween Decks and continued
firing till their Ammunition was expended ; theny
and not until thén, did they cry for Quarter. At
Two o’Clock the Hermione was completeély oursy
being out 6f Gun-Shet from the Fort, which had
for {fome Time kept tp a-toletable good Fire. Trom.
the Captain Don Roomend de Chalas I am informed.
fhe was neatly feady fot Sea; mounting Forty-four
Gung, with a SHip’s Company of Three Hundred

and T'wenty-one Officers and Sailors, Fifty-fix Sols ., 3

diets, and Fifteenr Artillery Men on board.

Every Officét and Man en this Expeditioit be:
hafhd with: an uncommon Dégree of Vilopr and
Exértion’s but I confider it particularly my Duty te
mertion the vefy gallaat Condu&, as well as the

Aidavd Afftance. at- a particilar Crifis I receivéd  $37)




