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From ©atlit&ag January 18, td CuesDag January &r, 1800. 

Admiralty-Office, .January 2\, 1800. 
Copy of a Letter from Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Knt. 

Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Ships and 
Veffels at Jamaica, to Evan Nepean, Esq; dated in 
Port-Royal Harbour, the a^h November ijgg. 

S I R , 

!
Have a peculiar Satisfaction in communicating 
to .you, sot* the Information of my Lords Com-

•ftliffiorict-s of the Admiral ty, that His Majesty's 
late Ship Hermione is again fest6red so his Navy 
'fey as daring arid gallant Sti Ehtefprize as is to be 
"found in our Naval Annals, under the Command of 
-Ca*ptain Hamilton lii'mself, with the Boats of the 
Surprize only. 

Captain Hamil ton 's own Le t t e r , with the Re­
ports* accompanying it, (Copies of which are en-

ydosed,) will sufficiently explain to their Lordships 
the Detail of this Service, and the' Bravery with 
wliich the A t t ack was supported, and leaves me 
only one Observation to make on the very gallant 
Act ion which adds infinite Honor to Captain H a -
Thilton as an Officer, for hiis Conception of the 
Service he was about to undertake. This was, Sir, 
his' Disposition fof the A t t a c k ; which was, that a 
Number of chosen Men, to the Amoun t of Fifty, 
with .hiriifelf, .should bbar*d, and the Remainder in 
the Boats to cut the Cables and take the Ship in 
Tow.—--From this Manoeuvre he had formed the 
Idea, that while he was disputing for the Possession 
o f the Ship, stie was approaching the Surprize, who 
was laying close into the Harbour , and in Cafe of 
being beat out of the Hermione, he would have 
an Opportunity of taking up the •Contest.' upon 
more favorable Terhis. 

T o the steady Execution of these Orders was 
ov*,sing the Success of this bold and daring.Under­
taking, which must ever' haver' R a n k among tbe 
foremost' of the rh'any gallant Actions executed by 
our Navy this W a r . 

I find the He*rmione has had a thorough Repair, 
and is in complete O r d e r ; I haV'e therefore ordered 
her to- be--surveyed, and valtred, and stiall coffi'mlflion 
her as soon- as the Reports are 'made to me from 
the Officers of the Yard, by "the Name of the 
"Retaliatioft* • 

I have tbe Honor to be, &c. &c. &<*?! 
H . P A R K E R . 

Surprize, Port Royal^Harbour» 
S I R , Jamaka,Nov'.i, ijg'g. -

TH E Honor of my Country and the G l d r y o f 
the British Nary , were strong Inducements for 

me to make an At tempt to cut out , by the "stoats 
of Hi s Majesty's Ship under my Command, H i s 
Majesty's late Ship Hermione, from the Harbour of 
Porto Cavallo, where there are about T w o Hundred 
Pieces of Ganndn mounted on the Batteries. 

Having well observed, her Situation on .the 22d 
and 23'd Ult imo, and the. Evening of the 24th 
being favorable, I turned the Hands up to acquaint 
the Officers and "Ship's Company of my Intentions 
to lead them to the A t t ack , which was handsomely 
returned with ThreeChee is , arid that they would alt 
follow to a Man ; this greatly increased my Hopes> 
and I had little Doub t of succeeding: the Boats; 
containing One Hundred Men, including Officers^ 
at Half-past Twelve on the Morning of the 25th , 
(after having beat the Launch of the Ship; which 
carried a Tvventy-four-Pounderj and Twenty Men, 
and receiving several Guns and small Arms from the 
Frigate,) boarded ; the Forecastle was taken Pos­
seffion of without much Resistance; the Qnar ter-
Deck disputed the Point a Qtiarter of an H o u r , 
where a dreadful Carnage took place ; the Math-
Deck held out much longer, and with e^tial 
Slaughter ; nor was it*before both Cables were cut , 
Sail made on the Ship, and Boats a-head to tow, 
that the Main-Deck could be called ours ; they last 
of all retreated to the 'tween Decks and continued' 
firing till their Ammunition was expended ; theny 
and not until-then, did they cry for Quarter . A t 
T w o o'Clock the Hermione was completely ours-j 
being out of Gun- Shot from the For t , which hacl 
for some Time kept up a tolerable good -Fife. Frofst , 
the Captain Don R'oino*rid de Chala& I am iriforrile*3. 
Ihe wa& nearly ready for Sea, mounting Forty-four 
GunS> with a Ship's Company of Three Hundred 
and Twenty-one Officers and Sailors, Fifty-six Sol­
diers, and Fifteen Artillery Men on board. 

Every Officer and- Man on this Expedition be-
ha^ji*!' with an uncommon Degree of Valojiir and 
Exertion ; but I consider it.particularly my Duty t&' 
mention the very gallant Conduct, as weD as ther 
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