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f?w Guns in passing, which' made her alter her 
Course. At Half-past Eleven the headmost Ship 
bore up athwart us, at the Distance of Half Mus
ket-Shot : by the Abilities and meritorious Con
duct of the Officers, the steady Spirit and prompt 
Obedience to my Orders of the Seamen and Ma
rines, with a well-directed Fire of T w o Broadsides 
from the Ethalion, and a running Fight of an Hour , 
exchanging Bow and Stern Chaces, the latter Part 
within Hal f Pistol-Shot, I had the Pleasure of 
seeing her haul down Spanisli Colours to His Ma
jesty's Ship under my Command. 

She proves to be the Thetis Spanish Frigate, of 
Thir ty-Six Guns , Twelve and Six Pounders, and 
T w o Hundred and Fifty Men, commanded by Don 
Juan de Mendoza, from Vera Cruz bound to any-
Por t in Spain she could fetch, with One Million Four 
Hundred and Eleven Thousand Five Hundred and 
Twenty-six Dollars, and aQnanti ty of Coeoaon board. 
I have the additional Satisfaction to acquaint your 
Lordship, that not a single Man is hurt on board 
the Ethalion* T h e other Spanish Frigate is called 
the Brigida, commanded by Don Antonio Pillou the 
fame Force and Lading as the Thet is . T h e last 
T i m e I saw the Naiad, which was just before the 
Act ion took place, was nearly within Gun-Shot of 
lier ; and I have no Doub t of her being captured. 

1 beg Leave to recommend to your Lordship's 
Notice Lieutenant Pym, the senior Officer; the 
able Assistance I received from him on the Quarter-
D e c k , and his indefatigable Exertions in shifting the 
wounded Masts and Yards on board the Thet i s , do 
liim theutmost Credit. I cannot pass over in Silence 
t h e Praise due to Lieutenant Jauncey and Quilliam, 
for their great Attention to the Guns on the Main-
D e c k , nor that of Mr . Ducker the Master, and 
Lieutenant Peake of the Marines, for their A id on 
the Quarter-Defck ; the Warrant and Pet ty Officers, 
Seamen, and Marines, also merit your Lordship's 
"Notice. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. &c. Sec. 
J s . Y O U N G . 

Ethal ion—None killed or wounded. 
The t i s—One killed and Nine wounded. 

Right Honorable Lord Bridport, K. B. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Admiralty-Office, October 24, 1799. 
Copy of another Letter from Admiral Lord Bridport 

to Evan Nepean, Esq; dated the 2zd Infant. 
S I R , 

'APTAHN D I G B Y , of HisMajesty 's Ship Alcmene, 
is just arrived he re ; he came from Plymouth 

by L a n d , charged with Dispatches from Captain 
Pierrepont, of Plis Majesty's Ship Naiad, stating, 
wi th other Occurrences, the important Capture of 
'the Santa Brigida, Spanisti Frigate*, Consort of the 
The t i s , (as stated in Captain Young 's Le t te r of 
'Yesterday's Da te 9 ) Copies of which you will here
with receive for their Lordships8 Information, whom 

...I Sincerely congratulate mpom this fortunate Event , 
%ipclhi does so much Credit to Captain Pierrepont0 

and -al! ihe Officers, Seamen, and Marines of tlie 
diSerent Ships milder his Command, for the satri-
torio^s arad performing Conduct manifested UJJQHI this 
-OccarSoBB. 

© befl Sec. Szc. •&•&> 

Naiad, off Cape Finisterre, 
MY LORD, October ig, i'jgg. 

I Have great Pleasure in being able to acquaint 
you, that the Ship3 named in the Margin * 

(which your Lordsliip has done me the Honor t o 
put under my Orders) captured Yesterday Morn
ing, the Spanisli Frigate Santa Brigida, of Th i r ty -
tix Guns, and having on board Three Hundred 
Men, commanded by Don Antonio Pillou. 

This Frigate, my Lord , in Company with an
other called the The t i j , left Vera Cru:/. on the 21 st 
August last, and I had the good Fortune to fall m 
with them both, on the Evening of the 16th In 
stant, jn Lat i tude 4 4 D e g . 1 Min. N . L o n g . 12 
Deg . 35 Min. W . at E igh t P . M . the Naiad then 
a single Ship, and to which I immediately gave 
Chace ; before Midnight I discovered them to be 
Vessels belonging to the Enemy, and was joined by 
the Ethal ion: when the D a y broke I was also 
joined by the Alcmene, when the Tri ton was disco
vered far a-flrcnv still, owing to the superior failing 
of the latter S h i p ; after a Chace which Listed Th i r ty -
two Hours , I set myself down as indebted for a most 
valuable Capture. T h e T w o Frigates at Seven 
A . M. perceiving themselves not in a State to with
stand our united Force, took different Routes, upon 
which I made the Ethalion's Signals to pass the 
sternmofir Ship cf the Enemy, as she at that T ime 
took the lead m Point of failing, and stand for and 
engage the Headmost Veffel, which was obeyed 
with that Alacri ty by Captain Young that I make 
no Doubt b a t fhe has experienced a similar Fa t e 
to her Companion ; but as tlte Santa Brigida made 
a determioate pEzfe on a Southern Course, a Sepa
ration of coarse took place. 

T h e latter Frigate of the Enemy having rounded 
Cape Finisterre on the Morning o f t h e iS lh Instant 
by her faS Sailings about Five o'Clock her Com
mander ihoved so very close to the Rocks of Monte 
Lora , tha t the Tr i ton , who was first in Pursuit , 
(Captain G-Jre being regardless of every T h i n g but 
closing with, tine Enemy,]; struck upon; the said 
Rocks , goinrg Secec Knots zl the T i m e . I fear 
her daniEge Es cŒnrÆderaMc; however she was foora 
off agacr-j, ared cncimeaced an. aairnsted Fire on t h e 
Enemy,, as did Csr-pCaim D i g b y , with an OSicer-itke 
Presence ©f M i n i keeping in t ha t DizefilioE to cu t 
off the Entrance c f P a r t de Yidre. A t E i g h t 
A- M . t t £ Three Frigates cloferd with the Enemy 
amidst ifere Kcdks c f Gam.mzr-jxto, a t the Entrance 
of Mesas,, wtenr sike Cala'dTB were Eiauled dowiij, 
and tve farurmd oerfdives aE in SauL Ground together.. 
A sorlonnate Hrreese sprang; u p feat t he Shore, and 
we were enabled t a prat th:e S-irps Heads to the Sea-*,-
and Cjrsgamr to shift PrEGmcn^, when a. Spanish Squæ-
droffi cgTuffifffmg of F&ET larrje S h i j : s C u e with a? 
broad FenrdarÆj, ira-ra.? a a t c f XTEga with, ami lu ten-
iion9 II fsnppsssj, a s refriEicg tliz Prize. T h i s being-
the C-fcjæsn'ri a s Cspttexa. dkire and Digby . alstv 
every Ssertrir-arr: wap made to: secure the Prisoners aud 
get the S'Azp a i d e r cny Canianæcd xez.dy to receive 
them 5 feat sii.11 tirlkdir pra:ce.Erti3g ray Determination;' 
they-Sb-ire rsp s a d -Z~JL fstn ¥iga-, L i g h t srnd variable 
Winds Iiasc ikept nEr.eff.i5I :"nr STgfrt a s the Spanish' 
Ccastj, ^ i d k h ''Eo-diay cic continued Blaze, and' 
as ' 1 sv^s SESŒIE a s anatlrc-r Squadron of Spanish' 
Ships IbeiEg; °-z CcrriLEi:ruis hare thought it my Duty ' 
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