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Downing-Sireet, September 16, 1799,
DISPATCH, of which the following is a
Copy, was thls Mormng recezvcd from Lieu-
tenant-General Sir Ralph- Abercromby, K. B. at
the Office of the Right Honorable Henry Dundas,
One of His Maje&y’s Prmcxpal Secretaries of
State.
' . - Head-Quarters, Schager Brig,

SIR, , September 11, 1799,
HAVING fully confidered the Pofition which

the Britith Troops had occupied on the tft
In&ant, and having in View the Certainty of {peedy
and powerful Reinforcements, I determined to re-
main until then on the defenfive. ’

. From the Fformation which we had received, we
were _apprized .of the Enemy’s Intention to attack
us, and we were daily imptaving ‘the Advantagea of
our Sxtuatmn.

Yelterday Morning at Daybreak the Edemy éom-
menced an Attack on our Centre and Right, fr_om
Saint Martin’s to Petten, in Three Columss; and
apparently with their whole Force.

The Columa on' the Right, compofed of Dutch
Troops, and under the Command of General Dan-
daels, direGed its Attack on the Village of Saint
Martin’s,

The Centre Column' of the Enemy, under the
Orders of General de Mouceau, Lkewife compofed

of Dutch Troops, marched on to Crabbendam and
Zyper Sloys.

“The Left Column of the Enemy, compofed of
Frenchi, directed- xtfelf on the Pofition occupied by
Ma}or-Geneml Burrard commandmg the Secon&
Bngade of Guards, .

“The Efemy advanced, pamcularly on then‘ Left
and Centre, with great Intrepidity, and penetrated
with the Heads of their Columns to \\lthm 2 Hun.
dred Yards of the Poft occupled by the Britifh
Troops. They were, however, everywhere re-
pulfed, owing to the Strength of our Pofition, and
the determined Courage of the Troops. About Ten
o’Clock the Enemy retired towards Alkmaar, leav-
in.g behind them many -dead and fome wounded
Men, with One Piece of Cannan, 2 Number of
Waggons, Pontoons, and portable Bridges. Co-
lonel M‘Donald with the Referve purfued them for
fomie Time and qulckcned their Retreat.

It is 1mpoﬂ' ible for me to do full _Iuﬂ:xce to the

‘good Conduét of the Troops.

Celoriel Spencer, who commanded in the V:Hage .
of St. Martin’s, defended his Poft with great Spm:
and Judgment.

Major-General Moore, who commanded on hs
Right, and who was wounded,’ though I am happy
to fay flightly, was no lefs judicious in the Manage-
ment of the Troeps under his Command,



