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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1799.

. Downing-Street, September 2, 1799.
‘A DISPATCH, of which the following i a
. ‘Copy, was this Day received by the Right
Honorable Henry Dundas, Ope of His Majefty’s
Principal Secretaries of State, from Lieutenant-
General Sir R. Abercromby, K. B.

SIR, Helder, Augufl 28, 1795.
FROM‘thc Firft Day after our Departure from
England, we experienced fuch a Series of bad
‘\I’Veather, as 15 very uncommon at this Seafon of the

ear. . .

The Ardour of Admiral Mitchell for the Ser-
vice in which we were jointly engaged, left it only
with me to follow his Example of Zeal and Per-
feverance, in which I was encouraged by the Manner
that he kept a numerous Convoy colleéted.

It was our Determination not to depart from the
Refolution of attacking the Helder, ualefs we thould
have been prevented by the Want of Water "and
Provifions.

On the Forenoon of the 21ft Inftant, the Wea-

ther proved fo favourable that we fiood in upon the |

Dytch Coaft,"and had made every Preparation to
land on the 22d, when we were forced to Sea by a
heavy Gale of Wind. -

It was not until the Evening of the-zjth that the
Weather began once more to clear up.

On the 26th, we came'to Anchor near the Shore
of the Helder, and on the 27tk in the Morniag,
the Troops began to difembark at Day-light.

Although the Enemy did not oppofe our Land-
ing, yet the Firt Divifion had fcarcely begun to
move forward, before they.got into A&ion, which
continued from Five in fhe Morning untit Three

Q"Cluck in the Afternoon.

_The Enemy had affembled a very confiderable
Body of Infantry, Cavalry, and Artillery, near Cal-
lanftoog, and made repeated Attacks on our
Right with frefh Troops. .

Our Pofition was on a Ridge of Sand Hills,-
ftretching along the Coaft from North to South.
Our Rig%lt Flank was unavoidably expofed to the
whole Force of the Enemy. We had nowhere {uf.
ficient Ground on our Right to form more than a
Battalion in Line ; yet, on the Whale, the Pofition,
though fingular, was not, in our Situation, difad-
vantageous, having neither Cavalry nor Artillery.

By the Courage and Perfeverance of the Troops,
the Linemy was fairly worn out and obliged to re:
tire in the Evening to a Polition Two Leagues in his
Rear. .

The Conteft was arduous and the Lofs has been
confiderable. 'W¢ have to regret many valuable Of.
ficers loft to the Service, who have ether fallen or
been difabled by their Wounds. The Corps priaci-

ally engaged were the Referve under the Command
of Coloncl Macdonald, confifting of the Twenty-
third and Fifty-nfth Regiments. .

The Regiments of Major-General Coote’s Bri-
gade, which have been much engaged, were the
Queen’s, the Twenty-fvventh, Twenty-ninth, and
Eighty-fifth Regiments. .

Major General Oyley’s Brigade was brought into
A&ion towards the Clofe of the Day, and has fufe
tained fome Lofs.

Asthe Enemy fiil! held the Helder with-a Garri-
fon of near Two Thoufand Men, it was determined
to attack it before Day-break on the Morning of the
28tb, and the Brigade under Major-Genetal Moore,
fupported by Major-General Burrard’s, were deftived
for this Service ; but about Light o’Clock Yefterday
Evening, the Dutch Tleet 1n the Mare Diep got



