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surnal, from the 19th of May i the 2 of Fune, of the
y .

taking Poffeffion of the Piedmsutefe Fortrefs Ceva by

the Imperial Royal Troopss of their Preparations of

Defence s of the Cirtumflances attending the Blockade

and Bombardment of the Fortrefs, and its Deliveraice.

On the 1g9th of May, Orders were iffued by the
Major-General, Baron Sckendorf, to the Regiment
Efterhazi, to fend a Divifion of Two Hundred and
Fifty Men by forced Marches, with the neceffary
Ammunition, a Corporal of the Artillery, Eight
Guanners, and Fourteen Affiftants, to Ceva, to gar-
rifon this Fortrels ,

At Ten o’Clock in the Morning on the fame
Day, Captain Schmelzer fet off with the Divifion to
which he was appointed, and marched over Trefo.
ngro, Rivolta, to Acqui; the Imperial Royal
Troops, however, were not permitted to pafs here,
becaufe they were miftaken by the People. for French
drefled in Imperial Uniform.

Although  Captain Schmelzer adduced every
poffible Teftimony of Veracity, yet he could not
fucceed in removing this Error from the Minds of
the People. He therefore took a Pofition upon an
Eminence beforc the Town, placed his Picquets,

fent out Patroles from the Peafantry in the adjacent |

Country, and, on account of the Proximity of the
Enemy, ordered his Troops to he partly under
Arms. He himfelf went to Acqui; and, by the
afkive Mediation of the Archbifhop of that Town,
he fuccecded in obtaining the Paffage for the fol.
lowing Day. '

On the zoth he continued his March with all ne-
ceflary Circumipettion. But becaufe the Report
tad fpread itfelf over the whole Country to Ceva;
that his Troops were French difguifed, he always
fent, half an Hour before him, feveral Pcafants,
who had been previoufly fully convinced that they
were Imperial Soldiers, in order to pacify the armed
Peafantry, who had threatened to affail them.
This was the more neceffary, as Captain Schmel-
zer' received Information that the French Soldiers,
of the Divifion of General Grouchy, who were
plundering in the Mountains of Caffano, had been
acquainted with his March, and collefted themfelves
to purfue him. -

In order that Captain Schmielzer might have
timely Information of the Motions of the Enemy,

he fent about Fifty Peafants to the Mountains, with {

Diretions to impede their March as much as poffi-
ble, and to inform him of their Approach by Signal
hots. -In the meanwhile he proceeded with forced
arches along the Left' Bank of the Bormida,
after he had {ent before him fome Peafants acrofs the
River to vblerve General Vitor, who, with his
Divifion, was pofted between Acqui and Spigna.

In this Manner he fortunately paffed with his
Detachment through Two Columns of the Enemy
to the Environs of Monaftero and Cefule, where he
refted his Troops till the repeated Fire from the
Peafants in the Mountains gave the Signal to break
up. He now went forward to Corte Miglia, where

he again halted. But an Hour after fome Pealants ar- |
vived with the Intelligence that the Fnemy were:
approaching ; he therefore during the Night paffed |

the Mountains to Cara Vanzana, whete hus Troops

refted till the Break of Day. .
On the 21ft of May he paffed over Nicla and

Belbo and ayrived at Ceva, where they made fome

Scruples of reeeiving him; occafioned by the above-
méntioned Report. He therefore went into the
Fortrefs, and condinced the é‘g’)%méndanﬁ Francolino,.
and feveral othér Chiefs of thie armed Peafantry, of
their Miltake, that his Deta¢iment was fent to them
from the Commander in Chief of the Auftrian Army
in [taly. He then, conformable to his Orders, -
entered the Fortrefs, Drums beating, &c.

Captain Schmelzer obferving great Diforder in the
Yortrels reproached the Commander Francolino, who '
apologiled by faying, that lie was undble to keep the
People in Order and Subordination; and that a fe--
rious Exertion to reftrain them had frequently en-
daugered his Life.

In order to make every neceflary Atrangement for
Defence with the greatelt Encrgy; Cdptain Schmel-
zér took on himfelf the Command of the Fortrefs, -
but vetained the late Commandant to avail himfelf
of his local Knowledge. This Officer, who, as
Chief of the Peafants, by taking the Fortrefs, thewed
his Attachment to the good Caule, fuifilled every
Expe&tation of the Captain Schmelzer by his Will.’
ingnefs to undertake every Service during the
Blockade. .

On the 22d of May he made Application to the
Magiftrates of the Town to fupply the Fortrefs with
Provifions, having found there only Sufficicacy for-
Three Days. The Magiltrates complied very wil-
lingly, and requefted a Memorial of the Nedeflaries,
which he fent. '

Then he went to the Magazines of Athmunitiony
wheré he found much Negle@, the Floor béing co-"
vered with Powier. Although the Peafants had:
taken a wvail (@antity of Ammunition, and more
than Two Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Cartiidgesy
yet there ftill remained a copious Supply. Fo eila-
slith Order in the Magazings, he permitted ho Am-
munition to be taken without his Knowledge ; for
which Purpafe he placed Sentinels before them. He
ordered the fcattered Powder to be collefted, and
the Magazines to be cleaned. This was performed
by the Corporal Stewafler and Eight Gunners in
the mott expeditions Manner.

In the Fortification he every where found Traces
of the Deftru&ion committed by the Pealants ; Pali-
fades, great and {mall Gates of the Qut-Works,

-were burnt, the Iron.Works demolifhed, even the

|

Fafcines torn up in fuch a Manner, that whok
Traverles had failen.

To remedy this, in fome Degree, hé fent for Threé
Cartwrights, One Joiner, Two Smiths, Two Lock~
{miths, and One Gunfmith of the Town, whom hé
keptin the Fortvefs. He fucceeded in feplacing the
Palifades and the moft eflential Gates, being fupplied
with évery Thing he wanted by the Town.

The gieateft Part of the Gun Carriages upon tié:
Ramparts and in the Mdgazinés being unferviceable,
the Captain Schmelzer placed therh on thofe Placed
where an Attack was Ieafl probable, and difpofed thé
Reft in the mott eligible Munner.

Whitehall, July 26, 1799
Zy Hereas it bas been humbly reprefented to the King,
that feveral Aecidents hawe lately happened to fome

' of the Powwder Works lelonging to Mr. Fohn Butts on

Hounflow Heathy and that there is gréat Reafon to be-
lieve that the Whole or Part of ihe fame was 'zin;/full;



