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From ^OtUtSag July 27, to CuesDag July jo, 1799. 

A 
By the K I N G . 

P R O C L A M A T I O N , 

For pardoning Deserters from the Militia Forces. 

GEORGE R. 

WH E R E A S by an Ac t , passed iit-the last Ses
sion os Parliament, intituled, A n A c t for 

the Reduction of the Militia Forces, at the Time 
and in the Manner therein limited ; for enabling 
H i s Majesty more effectually to encrease His Re
gular Forces for the vigorous Prosecution of the 
W a r ; and for amending the Laws relating to the 
Militia ; it is, amongst other Things , enacted, T h a t 
it shall and may be lawful for U s , by Our Royal 
Proclamation, pardoning, if W e shall think fit, all 
or any such Militia Men as lhall have enlisted into 
any of Our Regular Forces before the palling of 
such A c t , to direct that such Men so pardoned shall 
not be liable to be claimed by, or returned to serve 
in the Regiment, Battalion, or Company of Militia 
from which they shall have deserted; and further, 
to pardon every such Militia Man as had, before 
the pasting of the laid Ac t , deserted from any such 
Regiment, Battalion, or Company of Militia, on 
Condition that such Militia Man siiall voluntarily 
surrender himself, as a Deserter, on or before the 
First Day of August, One thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, or shall, on or before the said Firit 
D a y of August , voluntarily enlist into some one of 
Our Regular Regiments ; and to direct that such 
Militia Man so pardoned, and enlisting, shall not 
be liable to be claimed by, or returned to serve in 
the Regiment, Battalion, or-Company aforesaid: 
A n d all Militia Men who shall have deserted at any 
Time before the palling of such A c t , and who shall 
not have surrendered themselves, or enlisted as afore
said, in consequence of such Proclamation, on or 
before the First Day of August , One thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, shall be liable to be tried, 
and punished, as in the said A c t mentioned: A n d 
whereas W e are gracioufly disposed to extend Our 
Mercy to Offenders who may be willing to take the 
Benefit of the said Act , W e havej therefore, thought 
sit, by aud with the Advice of Our Privy Council, 
to issue this Our Royal Proclamation ; and W e do 
hereby, for U s , Our Heirs and Successors, pardon 

and t'tmit all and every Ostence and Offences of 
Desertion, from any Regiment, Battalion, or Com
pany of Militia, committed by any Perfon before 
the Twelfth Day of July instant, the Day of pasting-
such A c t ; provided such Person stiall, before the 
passing of the said A c t , have enlisted into any of 
Our Regular Forces, or shall voluntarily surrender 
himself as a Deserter, on or before the said First 
D a y of August, One thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and lhall, on or before the said First 
D a y of August , One thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, voluntarily enlist into some one of O u r 
Regular Regiments ; and W e do hereby direct tha t 
every such Man so pardoned, and enlisting, or hav
ing enlisted as aforesaid, shall not be liable to be 
claimed by, or returned to serve in the Regiment, 
Battalion, or Company of Militia from which he de
serted : A n d W e do also release and discharge such 
Offenders respectively from all Prosecutions, Im
prisonments, and Penalties, commenced or incurred 
for or by Reason of any such Offence, so pardoned 
as aforelaid. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's, the Twenty -
fourth D a y of July, One thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-nine, in the Thirty-ninth Year 
of Our Reign. 

G O D save the K I N G . 

Wesminser, July 30 , 1799. 
T h e Lord Chancellor has appointed Sarmue^ 

Ridgway, of Manchester, in the County of Lan 
caster, Gentleman, to be a Master Extraordinary in 
the H i g h Court of Chancery. 

Vienna, July JOj 1^95). 
I T is already known how the armed Peasantry ui 

Piedmont took Posseflion of the Fortress of" Ceva, 
and by their Deputies requested the Commander in 
Chief of the A r m y to fend Austrian Troops into 
the Fortress. 

T h e following is the journal of the March of 
Captain Schmelzer of Anton Esterhazi, as well as 
o f t h e A t t a c k of the Enemy,on the Fortress, and 
its Defence. 


