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From ©attirtJap November 17, to CllCsDag November 20, 1708. 

Westminster, November 20, 1798. 

TH I S Day His Majesty came t o t h e House 
of Peers, and being in His Royal Robes, 

seated on the Throne with the usual Solemnity, 
Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod , was sent with a Message srom His Ma­
jesty to the House of Commons, commanding their 
Attendance in the House of Peers. T h e Commons 
being come thither accordingly, H i s Majesty was 
pleased to make the following most gracious Speech: 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

TH E Events -which have taken place in the 
Course of the present Year, and the signal 

Success which, by the Blessing of Providence, has 
attended M y Arms , have been productive of the 
happiest Consequences, and have essentially pro­
moted the Prosperity and Glory of Our Country. 

T h e unexampled Series of Our Naval Triumphs 
has received fresh Splendor from the memorable and 
decisive Action in which a Detachment of My Fleet, 
under the Command cf Rear-Admiral .Lord Nelson, 
attacked and almost totally destroyed a superior 
Force of the Enemy, strengthened by every Advan­
tage of Situation : By this great and brilliant Vic­
tory, an Enterprise of which the Injustice, Perfidy, 
and Extravagance, had fixed the Attent ion of the 
Wor ld , and which was peculiarly directed against 
fame of the most valuable Interests of the British 
Empire , has, in the first Instance, been turned to the 
Confusion of its A u t h o r s ; and the Blow thus 
given to the Power, and Influence of France has 
afforded an Opening whicli, if improved by suitable 
Exertions on the Par t of other Powers, may lead to 
the general Deliverance of Europe. 

T h e Wisdom and Magnanimity so eminently dis. 
played at this Conjuncture by the Emperor of 
Russia, and the Decision and"Vigour of the Ottoman 
For te , have shewn that those Powers are impressed: 
with a just Sense of the present Crisis"; and tiieir' 
Example, joined to the Disposition manifested almost 

universally in the different Countries straggling un­
der the Yoke of France, must be a powerful Encou­
ragement to other States to adopt that vigorous 
Line of Conduct, which Experience has proved to 
be alone consistent with Security or Honor . 

T h e Extent of Our Preparations at H o m e , and 
the Demonstrations of Zeal and Spirit among all 
Ranks of M y Subjects, have deterred the Enemy 
from attempting to execute their vain Threa t of 
invading the Coasts of this Kingdom. 

In Ireland, the Rebellion which they had insti­
gated has been curbed and repressed; the Troops 
which they landed for its Support have been com­
pelled to surrender ; and the Armaments since des­
tined for the same Purpose have, by the Vigilance 
and Activity of My Squadrons, been captured or 
dispersed. T h e Views and-Principles of those who, 
in Concert with Our inveterate Enemy, have long 
planned the Subversion of Our Constitution, have 
been fully detected arid exposed, and their Treasons 
made manifest to the World . Those whom they 
had misted or seduced must now' be awakened to 
th-eir D u t y ; and a just Sense of the Miseries and 
Horrors which these traitorous Designs have pro­
duced, must impress on the Minds of all My faith­
ful-Subjects the Necessity of continuing to repel 
with Firmness every At tack on the Laws and esta­
blished Government of their Country. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
Under the unavoidable Pressure of protracted 

War , it is a great Satisfaction to Me to observe, 
that the Produce of "the Publick Revenue has proved 
fully adequate to the Increase of Our permanent 
Expendi ture ; that th^ National Credit 'has been, 
maintained and improved; and that the Commerce 
and Industry of,My" Subjects have continued to 
flourish iii'a Degree hitherto unknown. 

T h e Situation in which W e are placed, unhappily 

renders the Continuance of heavy Expences indis­
pensable for the Publick Safety. But the State of 


