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tiréiy, and, developing thely feéret Views; without
Reafon or Juftice, have fallen upon {everal Free and
Independent Republicks and States who had held
themfelves Neutral, like the Sublime Porte; invading
their Territories when leaft provided with the Means
of Defence, and fubjcétiag them to their Will by
open Force and Hoftility. - By
Thus, no one being left to control them; tliey

tore the Veil of all Decorum dt once ; and, unmind-
ful of the Obligations of Treaties; and to convince
the World that Friendfhip and Enmity are the {ante
Thing in their Eyes; contrary to the Rights of Na-
tions, and ip Violation of the Ties {ubfifting be:
tween the Two Couits; they came, in @ Manner
altogether unprecedenteil, like a St of Pirdtes, and
made a {udden Invafion in Egypt, the moft precious
among the Provinces of the Ottoman Porte; of which
they took forcible Poffeffion at a Time when they had
experienced nothing from this Court but Demon:
ftrations of Friendfhip. ) o ‘
" Upon the firft Surmife of the French Proje& to
jnvade that Province, Ruffin, their Chargé d’Af-
faires at this Refidence, was invited to a Conference,
where he was queflioned officially, about this Bufi-
nefs: He firft declared he had no Intelligence what.
ever refpefting it ; but he gave it, a5 a Speculation
of his own, that if fuch an Enterprife ever proved
frue,; it probably muft be to take Revenge of the
Beys, a’mf to annoy and attack the Engliflh Settle-
fients in the Eaft Indies.

_ In anfwer to this it was circumftantially ftated to' |

him, that the fmalleft Attempt, on the Part of the
French; upon Cairo, on whatever Pretext it might be
founded, would be taken as 4 Declaration of War,and
thereby the Friendthip fubfifting between the Two
€ourts fince' the moft ancient Times, would, both
in a legal and political Senfe, be converted into
Enmity ; that the Ottoman Empire would not {uffer
the Lofs of a Handful of Sand .of the Egyptiad
Territory ; that the whole Ottoman Se& would fet
itfelf in Motion fot the Deliverance of thofe blefled
Lands ; and that if the Chaftifement of the Beys
of Egypt was neceffary, it behoved the Sublime
Porte to inflict it on them as her Dependents ; that
the Interference of the French in this Bufinels was
inconfiffent with- the Rights of Nations; that the
Court of Great Britain, being the deareft Friend of
the Ottoman Empire, the Sublime Porte would
never confent to the Paffage of French Troops
through ber Territory to aét againff their Settle-
ments 3 that in fhort, fhould even their Expedition
to Egypt have'no other Objeét but this, it would be
equally conftrued into .2 Declaration of War; of
all which he was charged to make the earlieft Com-
munication to the DireGory in this very Language,

Diflpatches, bearing Inftruétions to the fame Ef-
fe&, were at the fame Time written to Aali Efendi,
the Sublime Porte’s Ambaflador at Paris, who was
moreover direted to demand officially an Explana-
tion of the Matter upon the Spot.

Before the Communications fent by Rauffin to the
Direétory, and the Difpatches tran{mitted by the
Sublime Porte to her Aimbaflador beforenamed, a

stter of an old Date was received by the faid
Ruffin, esprefiing that Buonaparte’s Expedition to
Egypt was true, but that the Obje& was to fecure
fome Commercial Advantages by bringing the Beys
pan Account, and to hurt” Great Bitain ;. that an

Ambaffadér had been appointed to prefer feveral
Propofitions favourable to the Interelts of the Ot-
toman Porte, and to adjuft the Affair in queftion ;
with this further ridiculous Hint, that were the
Porte to declare War for this againft the Republic,
both €ourts would lay themfelves open to an At-
tack on the Part of the Emperor ; all this the faid
Chargé d’Affaires delivered officially; and he alfo
prefented a Copy of that Letter.

Upon the other Hand, in the Anfier received
meanwhile from the Ottoman Ambaffador above-men-
tioned, it was ftated, that, in conformity to his In-
ftrutions, he had had an Interview with Talleyrand
‘Perigord, the Minifter of External Relations, in
which he had produced his Dilpatches; explained
their Purport; and demanded officially a categorical
Anfwer : That the fiid Minifter (forgetting, asis
to be fuppofed, the Tenor of the Letter'which had
been written to Ruffin fome Time before) pofitively
difavowed the Expedition againit Egypt, and faid |
that Buonaparte’s Commiffion had no other Object
but the Conqueft of Malta; that the Abolition of
the Order there being a Meafure conducive to the
Benefit of all'the Turks, the Sublime Porte ought
to feel even obliged by it ; that the Direftory had
snothing. more at Heart than to maintain the Peace
‘exifting with the Porte fince Time immemorial, and
. more and more to frengthen the fame ; thus bare-
facedly exhibiting a Farce of the moft -artful Du.
 plicity. '

The wide Contradi&tion between thé above T'wo
Communications, being vifibly a frefh Artifice by
which to miflead the Ottoman Porte with her Eyes
 open, and to gain Time until Intelligence could be
- procured refpeéiing the Affair of Egypt, the Re-
fult of which had not then come to their Know-
ledge ; muft not this moft extraordinary Event
be taken'as a palpable Demonftration, that the Di-
re&ors of the French Government, to fecond their
own Ambition and Arrogances; have aftually loft
all Recolletion of thofe Laws obferved and main<
tained in every regular Government, and that no
Faith whatever is to be placed in their Words and
Profeflions ?

From the Tenor of their arbtirary Proceedings
and defpotic Conduét, as too well witnefled from
firft to Iaft, it is clear and evident, that their Projetk
is no other, but to banifh every orderly Inftitution
from the Face of the World; to overfet Human
Society ; and, by aa alternate Play of fecret Intrigue
or open Hoftility, as beft {uits their End, to de~
range the Conflitution of every eftablithed indepen-
dent State, by creating (as they have done in Italy) 2
Number of {mall Republicks, of which the French
is to be the Parent Mother, and thus to fway-and
te conduét every Thing after their own Will every

[ where. v :

Now Egypt being the Portal of the Two vene~
rable Cities, {Mecca and Medina), and the prefent:
©perations in that Quarter being of a Nature af-
fecting all the Mohamedun Se& at large, the Sub.
 lime Porte, coniiftently with her exprefs Declaras
tions to the above French Chargé d’Affaires, and'
through her Ambaflador to the Direftory at Paris,
feels compelled, by every Law, to refit the fudden-
and unprovoked Aggreflions and Hoftilities - com~
mitted by the French as above, and with a fulk

Confidence in the Afliftance of the. Omnipotent



