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S U N D A Y , O C T O B E R 21, 1798. 

Admiralty-Office, Oclober 21, 1798. 

LIEUTENANT WATERHOUSE arrived here late 

last Night with the Duplicate of a Dispatch 
from Sir John Borlafe Warren, Bart, and K. B. Cap
tain of His Majesty's Ship Canada, to Vice-Ad-
xhiral Kingfmill, of which the following is a Copy: 

Canada, Lough Swilly, Ireland, 
S I R , I&b October, 1798. 

T N pursuance of the Orders and Instructions I 
•*• received by the Kangaroo, I proceeded with the 
Ships named in the Margin *, off Achill-Head, and 
on the ioth Instant, I was joined by His Majesty's 
Ships Melampus and Doris, the latter of whom I 
directed to look out for the Enemy off Tory Ifland, 
and the Rosses; in the Evening of the fame Day, 
the Amelia appeared in the Offing, when Captain 
Herbert informed me he had parted with the Etha
lion, Anfon, and Sylph, who, with great Atten
tion, had continued to observe the French Squa
dron since their sailing on the 17th Ultimo. In 
the Morning of the n t h , however, these Two 
Ships also fell in with us, and at Noon the Ene
my were discovered in the N. W. Quarter, consist
ing of One Ship of Eighty Guns, Eight Fri
gates, a Schooner, and a Brig. I immediately 
made the Signal for a. general Chace, and to form 
in Succession as each Ship arrived up with the 

* Canada, Robust, Foudroyant, and ATaj-fnsnime, 

Enemy, who, from their gr^at Distance to Wind* 
ward, and a hollow Sea, it was impossible to come 
up with before the 12th. 

The Chace was continued in very bad and boi
sterous "Weather all Day of the i i t h , and the fol
lowing Night, when at Half past Five A. M. they 
were seen at a little Distance to Windward, the Line 
of Battle Ship having lost her Main Top Mast. 

The Enemy bore down and formed their Line 
in close Order upon the Starboard Tack, and from 
the Length of the Chace, and our Ships being 
spread, it was impoflible to close with them before 
Seven A. M. when I made the Robust's Signal to 
lead, which was obeyed with much Alacrity, and the 
Rest of the Ships to form in Succession in-the Rear 
ofthe Van. **. 

The Action commenced at Twenty Minutes past 
Seven o'Clock A. M. the Rosses bearing S. S. W . 
Five Leagues, and at Eleven, the Hoche, after a 
gallant Defence, struck ; and the Frigates made 
Sail from us : the Signal to pursue the Enemy-was. 
made immediately, and in Five Hours afterwards 
Three of thc Frigates hauled down their Colour* 
also ; but they, as well as tlie Hoche, were obsti
nately defended, all of them being heavy Frigates, 
and, as well as the Ship of the Line, entirely new ; 
full of Troops and Stores, with every Necessary for 
the Establishment of thair Views and Plans io Ire-
Ian*. 


