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The A&ion began by a Candonade from their
Hotfe Artillery, which was anfwered from our Field
Pieces and Howitzer with great Animation. Our
Atrtillery was ferved admirably; and had not the
Enemy foon after turned our Flanks, which, from
their very great Numbers, could not be prevented,
they would have paid dear indeed for any Advantage
their Superiority of Numbers gave .them. The
Force they employed, we have fince found, was al-
fembled from Ghent, Bruges, and Dunkirk; and
General Coote and myfelf were very foon convinced
that our Cafe was defperate, and that we had no
Choice left but to defend our Poft, fuch as it was,
for the Honor of His Majefty’s Arms, as long as
we were able. We maintained this very {evere and
unequal Confli& for nearly T'wo Hours, in which
extreme hot Fire was interchanged, particularly on
our Left Flank, which, as well as aur Right, was now
completely turned. Wifhing, however, to make
one ftrong Effort, Major-General Coote ordered
Major Donkin, of the 44th Regiment, on the Left,
with a Company of Light Infantry, to endeavour to

_turn that Flank of the Enemy which had made moft

Impreflion upon us, and Colonel Campbell, with his
own Light Company of the Guards, to effet the
fame Purpofe by a concealed and rapid March round
the Sand Hills. The uncommon Lxertions of thele
two invaluable Officers, when the Signal was made
for them to advance, are above all Praife; their
Companies in the Attempt were much cut down,
and Colonel Campbell and Major Donkin, with One
Subaltern (Captain Duff), weére wounded. About
this Time Major-General Coote perceived that Part
of the 11th Regiment, towards our Left, had given’
way, and was likely to diftrefs the other Parts of the
Front neareflt to it. At the Moment he was endea-,

" vouring to rally them, and had put himfelf at their

Head to regain the loft and advantageous Ground

~ from which they had retreated, at that moft critical

Period, when molt confpicuous for Gallantry and
Condué&, he received a very fevere Wound in his
Thigh; and being unable to go on, he {ent for me
from the Right, where I was ftationed,

‘We both found that our Front was broken, and
our Flanks completely turned, the Enemy pouring in

" upon us on all Sides, and feveral valuable Officers and

many of our belt Men killed and wounded. It was
evident we could not hold out for Ten Minutes
longer ; and therefore we thought it more our Duty.
to preferve the Lives of the brave Men we com-
manded, than to facrifice them to what, we con-
ceived, was a miftaken Point of Honor. Had we
acted differently, it is probable that inlefs Time than

" what I have jult mentioned, their Fate would have

been decided by the Bayonet.

Major-General Coote, by whofe Bed I am Writ-
ing, has enjoined me to répeat the Praifes (and I
am Witnefs he has. jufltly beftowed - them) on the
Officers and Men which he had the Honor to

"mention, in his Difpatch of Yefterday.  And we

hope, that although we have not been finally {uccefl-
ful in reimbarking,. our Conduét and Exertions, in
having effected the Obje&t of the Enterprize, will
be dcemed honorable by His Majelty and our
Country’; and we rely upon His gracious Accept-

- ance of our Endeavors and Zeal in the Attempt to

extricate the Troops entrufted to our Charge from
Difliculties both unavoidable and infurmountable.

Major-General' Coote and myfelf would willingly
beftow: Praife where ‘it is due, but, among' marny
Competitors, it is difficult to fele€t without “appeac-
ing to overlook others well deferving. We have,
Sir, however, the Honor of mentioning to you
Colonel Campbell of the Third Guards Light In-

Condud, if any Thing could have protrated cur

Fate, had been 'equal to the Difficulty of effelting

it.  Captain Walker commanding the Royal Ar-

tillery, Captains Wilfon and Godfrey, and Lieute-
nants Simpfon, Hughes, and Holcroft, all of the
fame diftinguithed ~ Corps, after . having  dene
every Thing which Men could do, fpiked their

Guns, and threw them over the Banks, at the Mo-

ment the Enemy were poflefling themfelves of them.

The latter Gentleman, Lieutenant Holeroft, when

all his Men were wounded except one, remained at

his Gun doing Duty with it to the beft of his Abi-
lity. Captain Gibbs of the 11th, and Captain

Halkett of the 23d Light Infantry, cminently dif-

tinguifhed themfelves by their cool intrepid Con-

duét during the whole Time. 4

All the Gentlemen of the Staff condu@ed them-
felves much to the Satisfattion of Major-General
Coote and myfelf, :

To Captain Cumberland of the 83d, and Cornet
Nixon of the 7th Light Dragoons, who ﬂatt.e'ﬁngly
offered to accompany me, and who alted as my Aid-
de-Camp, I am much -indebted ; their Attention
and Aétivity I found of moft material Service.

Mr. Lowen, Volunteer, attached to the 23d Light
Infantry, was twice wounded, and was particularly
_confpicuous, and remarked as a moft promifing
Soldier. We think it bat Juftice to the Enemy:to
fay, that our wounded are treated with Humanity,
many of them are in the Hofpital of this Town, and
are well attended by their Surgeons.

Our Numbers on Shore were about 1000 Men,
of which we are afraid there are from 100 to 150
killed and wounded. The Enemy, by all Accouats,
have loft about the fame Number ; .but it is impof-
fible to give any juft ‘Return of the Number we
have loft till we hear from Bruges, where the Pri.
foners were fent. 4 ,

I have the Honor to be, &c. &ec.
{Signed) HARRY BURRARD,
Major-General,
The Right Hon. Henry Dundas,
&e. e, e :

P. S. A Return of the Killed and Wounded is
now more regularly tranfmitted by Major-General
Coote. o .
: (Signed) EYRE COOTE, M.G.
Oftend, Fune 17, 1798. )

Return of Officers, Non-Commiffioned Officers,  Rank
and File, and Seamen, Killed, Wounded, and Miffing,
.on the Sand-Hills near’ Oflend, 20th May, 1798.

Royal Artillery.—6 Rank and File, killed; 1 Captain, 5 Rank
and File, wounded ; 20 Rank and File, mifling.

Royal Engineers—2 Rank and File, killed'; 5 Rank and File,
wounded. - - 5 .

r7th Light Dragoons—1 Rank and File, wounded.

1t Guards.—1 Rank and Iile, wounded. ~ - - .

2d Guards.—4 Rank and File, killed; 2 Drummers, mifling.

3d Guards.—6 Rank and File, killed; 1 Colonel, 1 Captain,

Bank and File, miffing.

fantry, and Major Donkin of the 44th, whofe:

1 Licutenant, 1 Serjeant, 7 Rank 2nd Tile, wounded; 25,



