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T h e Action began by a Cannonade from their 

Hoi'se Artillery, which was answered from our Field 
Pieces and Howitzer with great Animation. Our 
Artillery was served admirably; and had not the 
Enemy soon after turned our Flanks, which, from 
their very great Numbers, could not be prevented, 
they would have paid dear indeed for any Advantage 
their Superiority of Numbers gave them. T h e 
Force they employed, we have since found, was as­
sembled from Ghent , Bruges, and D u n k i r k ; and 
General Coote and myself were very soon convinced 
that our Case was desperate, and that we had no 
Choice left but to defend oair Post, such as it was, 
for the Honor of Hi s Majesty's Arms, as long as 
we were able. W e maintained this very severe and 
unequal Conflict for nearly T w o Hours , in which 
extreme hot Fire was interchanged, particularly on 
our Left Flank, which, as well as our Right , was now 
completely turned. Wishing, however, to make 
one strong Effort, Major-General Coote ordered 
Major Donkin , of the 44th Regiment, on the Left , 
•with a Company of L igh t Infantry, to endeavour to 
turn that Flank of the Enemy which had made most 
Impression upon us, and Colonel Campbell, with his 
own L i g h t Company of the Guards, to effect the 
fame Purpose by a concealed and rapid March round 
the Sand Hills. T h e uncommon Exertions of these 
two invaluable Officers, when the Signal was made 
for them to advance, are above all Praise; their 
Companies in the At t empt were much cut down, 
and Colonel Campbell and Major Donkin , with One 
Subaltern (Captain Duff), were wounded. A b o u t 
this Time Major-General Coote perceived that Par t 
o f t h e n t h Regiment, towards our Left , had given 
way, and was likely to distress the other Parts of the 
Front nearest to it. A t the Moment he was endea-, 
vouring to rally them, and had put himself at their 
Head to regain the lost and advantageous Ground 
from which they had retreated, at that most critical 
Period, when most conspicuous for Gallantry and 
Conduct, he received a very severe Wound in his 
Th igh ; and being unable to go on, he sent for me 
from the Right , where I was stationed. 

W e both found that our Front was broken, and 
our Flanks completely turned, the Enemy pouring in 
upon us on all Sides, and several valuable Officers and 
many of our best Men killed and wounded. I t was 
evident we could not hold out for T e n Minutes 
longer ; and therefore we thought it more our Duty, 
to preserve the Lives of the brave Men we com­
manded, than to sacrifice them to what, we con­
ceived, was a mistaken Point of Honor . H a d we 
acted differently, it is probable that in less Time than 
what I have just mentioned, their Fate would have 
been decided by the Bayonet. 

Major-General Coote, by whose Bed I am Wr i t ­
ing, has enjoined me to repeat the Praises (and I 
am Witness he has • justly bestowed them) on the 
Officers and Men which he had the H o n o r to 
mention, in his Dispatch of Yesterday. , A n d we 
hope, that although we have not been finally success­
ful in reimbarking,. our Conduct and Exertions, in 
having effected the Object of the Enterprize, will 
be deemed honorable by H i s Majesty and our 
C o u n t r y ; an<£we rely upon His gracious A c c e p t ­
ance, of our Endeavors and Zeal in the At t empt to 
extricate "the Troops entrusted t o ' ou r Charge from 
Difficulties both unavoidable and insurmountable. 

Major-General Coote and myself would wtHingly' 
bestow Praise where it is due, but , among many 
Competitors, it is difficult to select without ' appear­
ing to overlook others well deserving. W e have, 
Sir, however, the Honor of mentioning to you 
Colonel Campbell of the Third Guards L igh t In­
fantry, and Major Donkin of the 44th , whose 
Conduct, if any Th ing could have protracted our 
Fate , had been equal to the Difficulty of effecting 
it. Captain Walker commanding the Royal A r ­
tillery, Captains Wilson and Godfrey, and Lieute­
nants Simpson, Hughes , and Holcroft, all of thc 
fame distinguished Corps, after . having done 
every Th ing which Men could do, spiked their 
Guns, and threw them over,the Banks, at the Mo­
ment the Enemy were possessing themselves of them. 
T h e latter Gentleman, Lieutenant Holcroft, when 
all his Men were wounded except one, remained at 
his Gun doing D u t y with it to the best of his A b i ­
lity. Captain Gibbs of the n t h , and Captain 
Halke t t of the 23d L i g h t Infantry, eminently dis­
tinguislied themselves . by their cool intrepid Con­
duct during the whole Time. 

Al l the Gentlemen of the Staff conducted them­
selves much to the Satisfaction of Major-General 
Coote and myself. 

T o Captain Cumberland of the 83d, and Cornet 
Nixon of the 7th L igh t Dragoons, who flatteringly 
offered to accompany me, and who acted as my Aid -
de-Camp, I am much • indebted; their At tent ion 
and Activity I found of most material Service. 

Mr .Lowen , Volunteer, attached to the 23d L i g h t 
Infantry, was. twice wounded, and was particularly 
conspicuous, and remarked as a most promising 

, Soldier. W e think it but Justice to the Enemy; to 
fay, that our wounded are treated with Humani ty , 
many of them are in the Hospital of this Town , and 
are well attended by their Surgeons. 

Our Numbers on Shore were about i o o o Men, 
of which we are afraid there are from 100 to 150 
killed and wounded. T h e Enemy, by all Accounts , 
have lost about the fame Number ; .but it is impos­
sible to give any just "Return of the Number we 
have lost till we hear from Bruges, where the Pr i ­
soners were sent. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) H A R R Y B U R R A R D , 

Major-General. 
The Right Hon. Henry Dundds, 

&C.&C. &c. 

P . S. A Return of the Killed and Wounded is 
now more regularly transmitted by Major-General 
Coote. 

(Signed) E Y R E C O O T E , M. G . 
Ostend, June 17, 1798. 

Return of Osticers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Rank 
and File, and Seamen, Killed, Wounded, and Miffing, 

. on the Sand-Hills near Osiend, zoth May, 1798. 
Royal Artillery.—6 Rank and File, killed; 1 Captain, 5 Rank 

and File, wounded ; 20 Rank and File, missing. 
Royal. Engineers.—z Rank and File, killed ; 5 Rank and File, 

wounded. * * - . 
17th Light Dragoons'.—1 Rank and File, wounded. .. -
ill Guards.—ri Rank and File, wounded. ' - • 
2d Guards.—4Rank and File,killed; 2.Drummers, miffing. 
3d Guards.—6 Rank and File, killed; 1 Colonel, 1 Captain, 

1 Lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 7 Rank and File, wounded; aj. 
Rank and File, missing. 


