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cellency to the House of Commons, signifying his 
Pleasure that* .they fliould-immediately attend His 
Excellency in the -House of Peers.. : The'"Commons 
being come thither accordingly, liis' Excellency 
gave the Roya l Assehftb , ^ ' v 

A n A c t for the Reduction of Drawbacks and 
Bounties now allowed on the Exportation of Sugar, 
and to prevent the excessive Price of refined Sugar 
in this Kingdom. 

A n A c t -for" the Government of the Militia of 
Great Britain serving in this Kingdom during their 
Continuance therein. 

Admiralty-Office, July 14, 1798'. 

Extract of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Vandeput, 
Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Ships and 
Veffeis at Halifax, to Evan Nepean, Esq; dated on 
board the Asia, Halifax Harbour, June z 3 , 1798. 

ON the J^th^ of Apr i l , I put to Sea with the 
Squadron,'**and proceeded to the S. E . as far 

as^Lat i tude 29 -peg. 30 Min. and Longitude 76 
D e g . ; oh the i .zd-we fell in with L a Amiable 
Juana, a Spaniffi Privateer of Six Guns and 46 Men, 
which was captured, by the Hind , and was sent to 
Halifax. On the £7th we fell in with, and, aster 
a Chace of fifteen Hours , the Resolution captured 
a Schooner French Privateer from.Curacoa,vof Four 
Guns ' and 35 M e n ; this Privateer had some Time 
before^taken an American Vessel belonging to Bal­
timore. On the "15th. of May, with- the Topaze 
and' H j n d in -Company, having gotten Intelligence 
thatr'tlsree Priv'ate'ers were cruizing off Charles-Town 
I ordered Captain Larcom to go,in Search of them, 
and then, with the Topaze , I proceeded-towards this 
Por j j where we arrived ori the 28th Ult imo. On the 
7th,.-Instant arrived a French Schooner Privateer 
called the Revenge, of 14 Guns and 84 Men, a 
Pr i se to the The t i s , who ' took her in Lat i tude 38. 
Longi tude 72 ; (he had not taken any Th ing . On 
the D a y following came: in the Thet is an'd Rover, 
the. former, from a Cruize, in which she had. taken 
a French. Privateer" of Six Guns , which was sent 
t o New Providence. T h e Rover, on her Passage to­
wards Bermuda, on the 17'th of May, captured and 
fentJjin a French. Sloop Privateer of 14 Guns with 
57 Men j fhe was last from Porto Rico, and had 
taken three American Ships, as per Margin * . 

* Ship Thomas, from Liverpool to Philadelphia. 
Ship Merchant, from New York to Bristol. 
Ship Dianayfrom New York to Demarara. 

.-• Admiralty-Office, July 14, 1798. 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon. Admiral Lord 
Bridport, Ki B. to Evan Nepean, Esq; dated on 
board the Royal George at Sea, July 11 , 1798. 

TH E inclosed Copies of Let ters will inform 
their Lordships of the taking of L a Seine, and 

the Loss of Hi s Majesty's Ship L a Pique. On 
both^these Events I can add nothing more than to 
express m y Satisfaction on this important Capture, 
and real Concern for the Accidents that have at­
t e n d s it. -Captain.Milne, with all his Officers and 
Peop],e>are pn 'board L a Seine. 

•""' :>" *' * ' , . * . ' I am, &c; * 

V ..<"• : • . , . . - , '" BRIDPORT.. 

A * . . / . — i . - ^ ' " A . ' • ' • ' * . •'•- ' " " ' ' ' ' -*• '*-* '"• '-* ' * v - ' • ' • ' " ' 

ti ^ Jason, Pertiut Breton, 
-My-Lord , . \" ;"'" • ' ' /•'/ July 2,.i798.. ' ' ' j . 

ON Friday laist;.at Seven ' A . M . .His Majesty's • 
Squadron under my Command, consisting of. • 

the Ships named in the JfÆargin •{•,__. gaV.e Chace , to ..a ' 
French Frigate off the Saintes, at Eleven at- .Night; * 
the Pique brought her to Action, and continued a 
running Fight , till the Jason passed between the 
two. A t this Instant the Land near the Point- de „ 
la Trenche, was seen close on our Larboard Bow, , 
and before the Ship could answer her Helm* ( le 
took the Ground close to the Enemy, which yjs im-.'*' 
mediately perceived had grounded also, mpstjinfoiv ; 
tunately, as the Tide rose, we hung only forwards, .' -
and, therefore swung with, .our, Stern. •clofe.Jtct th-g;:.' 
Enemy's Broadside, who, although _he .was • dis**; r* 
masted, did not fail to take Advantage of his happy... 
Position ; but a well-directed Fire -was kept* up,frp<n~ . 
a few Guns abaft, .ahd *at Hal f past T w o flie struck. . 
Our Opponent, called L a Seine, w is commanded by ' -
L e Capitaine Brejbt, her Force* 42 Guns,*, Eighteen^' '" 
and Nine Pounders, with Cannonadest and 610 'Men, v

:-
including Troops..;: she faded frorfi-'L'Ifle de prance ; 
Three Mo: ths ago, bound.'to L 'Or i en t . : .-. : -

I n t h e early Part "of therBattle, I had the Mort i - ' 
fication to be wounded, and was obliged tef leave the 
Deck ; but my Misfortune, is p^Uiated bylthe" Re - •-. 
flection that the Service did .hot suffer by~ my A b ­
sence, for no Man could have tilled my -Place with -
more Credit to himself,! and Benefit to the State , 
than my First Lieutenant, Mr , Charles Inglis; whom, 
I beg to recommend in the strongest Manner for his ' 
Bravery, Skill, and great Exertions. ' 

I come now, my Lord", to the painful Part, of my 1 
Narrative, which I am necessitated to make more 
prolix'than I otherwise should, from the* peculiar 
Circumstances attending the Engagement ; and first 
I mention tlie Loss of the Pique, whose Officers 
and Crew deserved a better Fate . Captain, Milne 
had led her to the Fight in an Officer-like Manner, 
but it was his Misfortune, that the Main-Topmast ; 
being carried away, he was obliged to drop a-sterr : -
Ardour urging him on to renew the Combat, he " 
did not hear me hail him to anchor, and the Ship 
therefore grounded on our "Off-side, near enough to 
receive the Enemy's Shot over us, although very 
awkwardly situated for returning the Fire. In- the -
Morning every A t t empt "was made to get the-Ships * 
off, but the Jason was alone successful:.,! therefore, 
on finding the Pique was bilged, directed the Cap­
tain to destroy her, and*to exert his Abilities and--
Activity to save the P r i z e ; wliich he , with great 
D ifficuky, got afloat Yesterday Evening, after throw­
ing her Guns , &c. overboard. . . **.*,.' '[\ 

T h e Carnage on board L a Seine was very, g r e a t ; •» 
170 Men Were killed, and about 100 wounded, many 
of them mortally. I inclose a List of the Sufferers on •-, 
board the Jason ; and it is with great Concern that 
among the Killed-I place the Name of Mr . An thony 
Richard Robotie'r, my- Second Lieutenant,?wh^, died . -
fighting gloriously, and by whose Fall is loft a most 
amiable Man and excellent Officer. Lieutenant R i -
boleau commanded on jthe^Main D e c k ^afterwards,. >; 
and behaved with grea t . Spirit, as. did ,Mr: Lock.-;'_ 
wood, the Master, andiLieu tenant Symesvpf-f.jhg-,-; 
Marines; my other* Officers of every Descriptiea " 

f Jason,,!Piqiie, and Mermaid. • •" 
".-..••.:. •*;s'»:'.nr',-':s^. ,• '••• r*--̂ .*'*- -*•••=-0.. . 


