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jesty's Forces in the Istand of St. Domingo ; dated 
on board His Majesty's Ship Thunderer, off Mole 
St. Nicolas, the ioth of May, 1798. 

S I R , 
T Embrace the very first Opportunity of informing 
•*• you, that on the 2 2d oflast Month I came to the 
Resolution of immediately evacuating the Towns of 
Port au Prince and St. Marc's, with their Depen
dencies, together with the Pariso of Arcahaye ; and 
i t is now with great Pleasure I have the Honor of 
acquainting you, that this Measure has been carried 
into complete Effect without the smallest Loss of any 
Kind, and in a Manner, I flatter myself, to give j 
perfect Satisfaction, as far as, under the Circum
stances, it was possible, to all the French Inhabi
tants and 'Planters, whether these zhose to fol
low the Fortune of His Majesty's Arms, or to re
main in the Part of che Colony about to be eva
cuated. 

In "considering the Modes of effecting this very 
difficult but important Object, there seemed 10 me 
but two in any Degree practicable ; the one, to 
wichdraw .the small British Force and such of the 
Colonial Troops as it was immediately possible to 
induce to go with us, in a precipitate Manner, after 
blowing up the F o r t s ; the other, to state fairly my 
Determination, and, acting as Events occurred, to 
endeavour in a deliberate Way to withdraw che 
whole of our Stores and Force, and at the fame 
T i m e to attempt to obtain some Terms for the nu
merous Inhabitants, who, either from Necessity 
or Choice, wiihed to remain. 

The First of these Measures seemed to me (how
ever fase, to the Britisti) to be so perfectly contrary 
to the spirit of Generosity and Liberality which has 
ever actuated the British Nation, and so certain of 
being attended with immediate and shocking Scenes 
of Bloodshed among the Inhabitants, whose natural 
Impetuosity of character would be encreased by con
tending Passions, deluded Hopes, and different In
terests, that I determined at once to set it aside; and 
I begun the 23d ultimo, in consequence of adopting 
the second, to embark the heavy Stores of every 
Description; stating my full Determination to all 
the Parties concerned, and sending at the ' same 
T i m e a Flag of Truce to General Toussaint I'Ou-
verture, at Gonaives, to acquaint him with my 
Resolution, and leaving to his Option, either to 
obtain the Possessions we evacuated in a state of 
Ruin , or in a state of perse il Oraer, provided he 
would guarantee, in a solemn Manner, the Lives 
and Properties of fnch Persons as chose to remaia. 

General Toussant immediately agreed to the last 
Proposition, and sent to Port-au-Prince on the 28th 
instant a confidential Officer, who, having met 
Lieutenant-Colonel Nightingall , Deputy Adjutant-
General , on my Part, on the 30th of April the ac
companying Agreement was mutually exchanged 
and ratified by both Parties. 

T h e Stipulation in favor o f t h e Inhabi tants and 
Planters afforded them the only Security ih my 
Power to obtain, and with which they were so 
.entirely satisfied, that although at first they had 
.universally resolved to follow the King ' s Forces, 
yet, upon hearing of this Agreement in their 
Favor, many of them who had actually embarked 
relanded, and I think 1 may safely assure you, 
•there are not Ten rich Proprietors who have, ulti
mately, upon this Occasion quit ted their Proper-
Sies, 

By the 6th Instant the whole of ths heavy Bfi» 
tish Stores of every Description being embarked, 
and all the French Brass Guns and Mortars, with 
such cf the.inhabitar.ts ai voluntarily wished to g o , 
and all the Merchandize belonging to British Mer
chants, 1 ordered the Parish of L'Arcahaye to b s 
evacuated, which was accordingly done the 7th at 
Noon. T h e Sth, at T w o o'Clock in the Morning*, 
I withdrew the whole of the Force from Poi t^au-
Prince, and embarked it at Fort Bizoton, and on 
the 9th in the.Morning the whole Fleet failed to 
its-different Destinations. 

I have not heard from Colonel Grant, who com-r 
manded at St- Marc's, but I have every Reason to 
believe he evacuated that Place on the 6th or 7th of 
this Month, and I entertain no Doubt but tiiat he 
is now at thc Mole, where I ordered him to pro-^ 
ceed with his Garrison. 

You will readily believe, that on such an Oc
casion much Military Precaution, and much Exer
tion in all the Departments must havp been neces
sary, as well for the Honour and Security of His 
Majesty's Arms, as to enable me to move off within 
a reasonable Period. 

Of the Conduct of the Officers and Men of His 
Majesty's Britifli and Colonial Forces, I have nothing 
to fay, but what tends infinitely to their Credit. 

T o the Pleads of Departments I feel myself ex-* 
tremely indebted for the Zeal .and Activity with 
which they seconded my Wilhes, most particularly 
to Lieutenants-Colonels Nightingall and Lutlehales, 
Deputies Adjutant and Quarter*Master Generals, 
and to Captain Spicer, commanding the Royal Ar** 
ti l lery; nor can I here omit doing myself the Plea
sure of signifying to you what very essential Aid J 
have received from the Zeal and Intelligence of 
Mr. Wiggles\yorth,-His Majesty's Commissary Ge» 
neral. 

T o the Royal Navy I am under every Obligation 
for their cordial Assistance throughout tl e whole of 
this Service; to Captains Couchet and Ogilvie of 
His Majesty's Ships Abergavenny-and Thunderer , 
it is principally owing that I was enablest tp carry 
my Wishes into early Effect. 

Lieutenant Young, of the Navy, Chief Agent of 
Transports, conducted himself in the Execution of 
this arduous Task in such a Manner that I should 
neglect a very material, though pleasant Part of my 
Duty, were I not* to seize this Opportunity to re
commend him in the strongest Manner tp your N o 
tice... . t i e is.a very old Officer, but his Length of 
Services has neither impaired his-Zeal, or diminished 
his Activity. 

1 have the Honor to be, &c. 
T H O M A S M A I T L A N D , 

Brigadier-General, commanding in St. Domiggo, 

T T H E Honourable Brigadier-General Maitland. 
•*- commanding in Chief His Britannick Majesty's 

Forces in the Island of Saint Domingo, having in
timated to General Toussaint L'Ouverture, com-r 
manding the French A.rmy in the said Istand, his 
Intention to evacuate the Towns of Port-au-Prince, 
St. Marc's, and their Dependencies, with the Paristi 
of L 'Arcahaye; and having proposed to General 
Toussaint L'Ouverture, to tend a Person to Portr 
au-Prince, charged with 'full Powers, that this ob
ject might be effected in a' Manner most consonant 
to the Interests cf Humanity and the Views of each 
Party ; and General Toussaint L'Ouverture, having 

consented 


