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jefty’s Forces in the 1fland of St. Domingo; dated
on board His Majefty’s Ship Thunderer, off Mole
St. Nicolas, the 1oth of May, 17g8.

S1R,

Embrace the very frft Opportunity of informin

you, that on the 22d of laft Month I came to the
Refoiution of immediately evacuating the Towns of
Port au Prince and St. Marc’s, with their Depen-
dencies, together with the Parifh of Arcahaye; and
it is now with great Pleafure I have the Honor of
acquainting you, that this Meafure has been carried
into completc Effe@ without the fmalleft Lofs of any
Kind, and in a Mannor, I flatter myfelf, o give
perfedt Suisfadtion, as far as, under the Circum-
thances, it was poflible, to all the French Inhabi-
tants and ‘Planters, whether thefe zhofe to fol-
Jow the Fortune of His Majelty’s Arms, or to re-
nain in the Part of che Colony about to be eva-
cuated.

Ia ‘confidering the Modes of effeQting this very
difficult but important Obje&, there feemed 1o me
but two in any Degree prafticable; the one, to
withdraw _the fmall Britith Force and fuch of the
Colonial Troeps as it was immediately poflible to
induce to go with us, in a precipitate Manner, after
blowing up the Forts; the other, to ftate fairly my
Determination, and, aling as Events occurred, to
endeavour in a deliberate Way to withdraw the
whole of our Storzs and Torce, and at the {ame
Time to attempt to obrain fome ‘Terms for the nu-
merous Inhabitants, who, either from Neceflity
or Choice, withed to remain.

The Firft of thefe Meafures fcemed to me (how-
ever fafe to the Britfh) to be fo perfedtly coutrary
to the {pirit of Generofity and Liberality which has
ever aftuated the Britith Nation, and fo certain of
being attended with immediate and fhocking Scenes
of Bjoodthed among the Inhabitants, whofe natural
Impetuofity of charafter would be encreafed by con-
teading Paffions, deluded Hopes, and different In-
terefts, that I determined at once to fet it afide; and
I begun the z3d ultimo, in conlequence of adopting
the {econd, to embark the heavy Stores of every
Defeription; ftating my full Determination to all
the Parties concerned, and fending at the' fame
Time a Flag of Truce to General Touflaint ’Ou-
verture, at Gonaives, to acquaint him with my
Refolution, and leaving to his Option, either to
obtain the Poflefions we evacuated in a Rate of
Ruin, or iz a flate of perfect Oraer, provided he
would guarantee, in a folemn Manner, the Lives
and Properties of {uch Perfons as chofe to remaia.

General Touflant immediately agreed to the laft
Propofition, and fent to Port-au-Prince on the 28th
inftant a confidential Officer, who, having met
Lientenant-Colonel Nightingall, Depaty Adjutant-
General, on my Part, on the zoth of April the ac-
companying Agreement was mutaally exchanged
and ratified by both Parties.

The Stipulation in favor of the Inhabitants and
Planters afforded them the only Seccurity in my
Power to obtain, and with which they were fo
entirely fatisfied, that although at firft they had
univerfally refolved to follow the King’s Forces,
yet, upon hearing of this Agreemeat in their
Favor, many of them who had a&ually cmbarked
relanded, and I think 1 may fafely affure you,
there are not Ten rich Proprictors who have, alti-
smately, upon this Occafion quitted their Proper-
§1es. :

By the 6th Inflant the whole of the heavy Bpls
tih Srores of every Defeription being embarked,
and all the freach Brafs Guns and Mortars, with
fuch of thelnhabitasts 25 yoluntarily wifhed to go,
and all the Merchandize belonging to Britith Mer-
chants, 1 ordered the Parith of L?Arcabaye to be
evacuated, which was accordingly done the 7th ag
Noon. The 8th, at Two o’Clock in the Morning,
I withdrew the whole of the Force from Poit-au-
Prince, and embarked it at' Fort Bizoton, and en
the gth in the Morning the whale Fleet failed to
its different Dellinations, ' o

1 kave not heard from Colonel Grant, who com-
manded at St. Marc’s, but I have every Reafon to
believe he evacuatzd that Place on the 6th or 7th of
this Month, and I entertain no Doubt but that he

is now at the MMole, where I ordered him 10 pre-

ceed with his Garrifon. ,

You will readily believe, that on fuch an Oc-
cafion much Military Precaution, and much Hxer-
tion in all the Departments muft havg been necef-
fary, as weil for the Honpur and Security of His
Majelty’s Arms, as to enable me 10 move off within
a reafonable Period.

Of the Conduét of the Officers and Men of His
Majefly’s Britifh and Colonia} Forces, [ have nothing
to fay, but whar tends infinitely to their Credit.

To the Heads of Departments I feel myleif ex.
tremely indebied for the Zeal and Adivity with
which they feconded my Withes, .moft particularly
to Lieutenants-Colonels Nightingall and Liulehales,
Deputies Adjutant and Quarter-Matter Generals,
and to Captain Spicer, commanding the Royal Ar»
tillery; nor can I here omit doing myfelf the Plea-
fure of fignifying to you whart very eflential Aid I
have received from the Zeal and Intelligence of
Mr. Wigglefworth,: His Majefty’s Commiflary Ger
neral. : :

To the Royal Navy I am under every Obligatiou
for their cordial Afliftance throughout t! e whole of
this Service; to Capuins Couchet and QOgilvie of
His Majefty’s Ships Abergavenny-and Thunderer,
it is principally owing that I was enableft to carry
my Wifhes into . early Effect,

Lieutenant Young, of the Navy, Chief Agent of
Tranfports, conduited himfelf in the Execution of
this arduovs Tatk in fuch a Manner that I fhould
negleft a very material, though pleafant Part of my
Duty, were I not.to feize this Opportynity to re-
commend him in the ftrongeft Manner to your No- -
tice.. .He is.a very old Officer, but his Length of
Services has neither impaired his.Zeal, or diminifhed
his Adavity. .

1 have the Honor to be, &ec.
THOMAS MAITLAND,
Brigadier-General, commanding in St. Domingo,

THE Honourable Brigadier-General Maitland,
commanding in Chief His Britannick Majefty’s
Forees in the Ifland of Spint Domingo, having in-
timated to General Touflaint L’Quverture, com-
manding the French Army in the faid Ifland, his
Intention to evacuate the Towns of Port-au-Prince,
St. Marc’s, and their Dependencies, with the Parifh
of L’Arcahaye; and having propofed to General
Touffaint L’Quverture, to iend a Perfon to Port-
au-Prince, charged with full Powers, that this ob-
je€t might be efefted in a” Manner moft confonang
1o the knterefts of Humanity and the Views of each
Party ; and General Touflaint L’Cuverture, having
confented



