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Couvimiffions in the Effex Militia, figned By-the Lord
Licutendnt.
Supplementary Battalion of Militia. .
John Marmaduke Grafioa, Elg; to be Captain,
Dated May 22, 17¢8.
Cazfar Corfeliis, Gent. to be Licutenant. Dated

“4s above,
John Bruce, Gent. to be-Enfign. Dated as above.

Richard Newman Harding Newman, Efg; to be

Captain. Dated May 23, 1798. )
John Williams. Gent. to be Lieatenant. “Dated as
above.

Lieutenant Jofeph Wallinger (from the Eaft £ffex)

to be Caprain. Dated May 24, 1798.

Licatenant' James Boggis (from the Ealt Effex) to .

be Captain, Dated May 25, 1798. .
‘James Blatwch, the younger, Elg; to be Captain.
Dated May 26, 1798.

Commiffion figned by His Majefly for the ;.417)7'1).' in’

relands

Enfign Henry Patterfon, from the joth Regiment of
Foot, to be Lieutenant in the 13th foot, by
Purciale, vice Lieutenant James H. Mitcaell, who
difpofes of his Commiflion at the regulated Price.
Dated April 1, 1798,

Admiralty-Office, Junfe g, 1708.

. Gopy of a Letter from Captain Sir Richard Fobn
Strachan, Bart. to Evan Nepean, Efy; dated on
board His Mejefty’s Sbip Diamend, off Hawre,
Sfune 2, 1798, -7

SIR,
.:[Have the Honor to inclefe a I.etter from Sir

Francis Laforcy, Cuptain of His Majefty’s Ship
Hydra, derailing the Particulars of a very gallant
A®ion in the Ship he eommands, with the French
Frigate La Confiunte, and Vefuve, a Corvette, both
of which were forced on Shore, together with a
Cuunter that accompanied them. [ muft add, that
the whole of this Affair refleéts the higheft Honor
upon Sir Francis Laforey, the Oficers, and Ship’s

Company of the Hydra.

I liave the Honor to be, &ec.
R. J. STRACHAN.

SIR, Hydra, off Hovre, Fune 1, 1798.
I Beg Leave to acquaint you, that on the Morning of
* the zoth Ult. Flis Majefly’s Ship under my Com-
mand being off Havre, with the Vefuvias Bomb and
Trial Cotter, carryinginto Execu:ion the Orders 1 had
the Honor to receive from you on the 28th, at Break
of Day Three Sail were difcovered to Windward,
which, apon the Hydra drawing up withia Gan-
Shot, hoired French Colours, and proved to be a
Frigate, a Corvetic, and a Cutter,

The Corvette being the Leewardmolt, commenced
the Adtion as the two Ships pafled on different Tacks,
Upon the Hydra being put about, fhe pitched up in
a Pofition necarly equal Diltance between the two,
when the Frigate opened the Fire. In about a
Quarter of an Hour tie Cutter bore away, and run
athore under a Préls of Sail near a {fmall Battery off
the Entrance of Dien River; floating with the rifing
Tide, fhe attempted to proceced further down to-
wards Caen, bat, upon the Approach of the Ve-

. g - ‘ . . -'.
fovigs and Trial, was compelled agnin to run od
Shore. ' - . R
The Frigate "endeavoured to regain the Port’ of
Havre, but, after engaging His Majeily’s - Ship
Three Quarters of an Hour, fhe likewife ran on
Shore, "at the Time of high Water, a liule to the
Eaftward of Dien, where (he fultained the Fire of
His Majeity’s Ship, with litile Retarn on her Part;
tiil the falling of the Tide rerdered it neceflary for
our own Safety that we fhould haul off Shore. A
Number of Troops having formed on the Beach and
adjoining Heights; I could not attempt to board her
that Bvening with any Piofpeft of Succefs; but on
the Morning of. the' 31ft, perceiving that a greac
Part of her Crew had left her, I fent the Boats of
» His Maj:ity’s Ship, under Cover of the Trial Catter,
" whillt the Tide. was {ufficientiy hign to enable the
Hydra to approach within Gun-Shot for Prote&ion,
to haul down her Colours and burn her; waich 1
have the Pleafure ro ftate was compleatly atchicved
 without any Lofs on our Part, {uch as remained on
board, having abandoned her upon the Approach of
the Trial and the Boats, and which was the more
: fatisle&ory, as 1t was effefted in the Face of a Panty
of Cavalry drawn:ap on the Beach, and amidft a
i fmall, though ineffetual, Fire of Mulketry from the
{ Military on the commanding Heights. Thé Corverte
having grounded very high upon tae Beach, and being:
! within the Range of a Batiery of T'wo Twenty four
Pounders, nothing could be attempted towards de-
< froying her; during the Night fhe was hauled into the
Fiver of Dien ; the Cutter ran on Shore on the Aéfion
| commencing : Thefe Ssips had failed frém Havre on
the Night of the 2gih; the Krigate wns named La
' Confiante, mounted 36 Guns, Tiwelve-Pounders,
was full of Stores, and had Ordnance 1n her Hold ;
{he was commanded by Monf. Leorier, and by a
Note D"Equippage found on board, appears to have
been manned with 300 Men ; the Number of flain’
left on board, and the State of the Decks, lead: me
to fuppofe her Lofs in killed and wounded was fe-
vere.. The Corvette was named Le Vefuve, mounted
20 Nine-Pounders, and was commanded by 2 Mon-
fieur L'Eutier. I am truly happy at having it in
‘my Power to inform you, that the Hydra efeaped
; without Lofs 5 her Rigging was much cut, and her
: Mainmalt wonnded, but not badly. It is with pe-
culiar Satisfadtion I report the fieady Condirct of the
Ofticers and Crew of His Majefty’s Ship 1 have the
Fonor to command ; from Licutenanr Jones and
Mr. Pickerirg, the Mafter, T experienced Co-opera-
tion; the Judgment and adtive Gallaniry exhibited
by Lieutenants Acklom and Simonds, and Lievtenant
Blanch, of the Marines, who commanded the board-
ing Party, refla@s the higheft Credit upon them;
and I beg Leave to exprels my perfet Approbation
of the, Exertions difplayed by Captain Fitzgerald,
of the Vefuvius, and Licutenant Garrett, of the
Trial, to fupport the Hydra. -
I have the Honor to be, &c.
FRA. LAFOREY.

S Rickard Sirachan, Bart.
Seiticr Officer, Se. Fe. S .

Dawn[ng-&reet, Fure g, i798.
¢ *HE Letter and Afteftation, of which the fol
lowing are Tranflations, having been humbly
fubmitted to His Majefty by the -undermenticned
- - Ofticers
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