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From @Tuefoap March 27, to

Admiralty-Office, March 31, 1798,

Copy of a Letter from Adumiral the Earl of St. Pin-
cent’s Commander in Chief of His Majefly’s Ships
and Peffils on the Coaft of Portugal, to Evan Ne-
pean, Bfgs dated on Board the V tlle de Paris, at
Sea, the 21fF of February, 1798.

SIR,

OU will herewith receive Letters from Captain

£ Lord Henry Powlett, of His Majeity’s Ship the
Thalia, and Captain Downman, of the Speedy Sloep,
the firlt giving an Account of the Capture of a
French Privateer, and the latter detailing an Aétion
between the Speedy and another of the Enemy’s
Privateers, which does great Honor to her Captain,
Qfizers and Company, ' -

: - I am, Sir, &¢. &c. &c.
ST. VINCENT.

Thalia, at Sea, February 6, 1798.
S I R, 13 B . .
ON the 5th Inftant, at Four, A, M. Cape Finif-
- terre being S. W. Seventy Leagues, 1 came up
with and captured the Antcine Fremch Privateer
Brig, mounting 16 Guns and having 70 Msn:
She was eturning from a Cruize to Rochelle, hav-
ing. captured Five Neutral Veflels.
I remain, Sir, &c. &c. &ec.
H. POWLETT,
Geo. Hape, Efg;
His Majepy’s Ship dlemene,

. Speedy, Tagus, February 16, 1798.
My LOI’dJ )
I HAVE the Hovor to acguaint you, that on the
3d Inftant, at Day-light, being Seventeen Leagues
Weft of Vigo, we difcovered a Brig bearing down
on us with all Sail fet. At Three P. M. being within
Half a Mile of us, fhe hauled her Wind, and opened
her Fire ; on which we nade all Sail to clofe, en-
gaging her until Half pait Five, when fhe tacked,
and made Sail from vs. I immediately tacked, con-
tinuing o engage tll Half paft Seven, when, from
her Advantage of failing and litle Wind, the got
out of Gua-ihot. Owing to the great Swell, we re-
«ceived little Damage, having oniy cur Fore Top-
malft thot through, with fome of the Running Rig-
ging cut. It falling calm, and the Veflels fepa’
rating againft all our Efforts with the Sweeps, T had
the Mortification,. about Twelve o'Clock, w0 fee

[ Pricz Eighteen Pence. ]
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her fire feveral Guns at our Prize that we had taken
the Day before, Owing tothe good Conduct of the
Mafter, who, with T'welve Men, were on Board the
Prize, battened down Twenty-fix Spaniards, and
made their Efcape in a fmall Boat. At Day-light 3
Breeze of Wind fprung up, which enabled us to
fetch her. At Eighto’Clock the, being withia Gua-
fhot, tacked, and made all Sail from us, rowing
with her Sweeps at the fame Time. We chaced her
until Noon, when they finding the had the Heels of
us, fhortened Sail, wore, and ftood towards us, with
a2 Red Flag flying at the Main Top Gallant Maft
Head. At Half paft Twelve,.beirg within Piftol-
fhot, we began to engage her, with the Wind upon
the Larboard Quarter. At Two obferving her Fire
to flacken, ‘I thonght it a good Opportunity to lay
her on Board, but at that Inftant {he wore, and came
to the Wind on the Siarboard Tack; but finding us
clofe upon her Starboard Quarter, and from our
Braces aud Bow-Lines being thot away, our Yard
coming {quare, fhe took the Opportunity to put be-
fore the Wind, and made all Sai! from us. We im-
mediately wore after her, firing Mufquetry at each
other for T'wenty Minutes, and fo foon as the lower
Maft was {ecured, fet our Studding Sails, and con-
tinued the Chace until Seven P. M. when we loft
Sight of her, from her fuperior failing. I then
-havled our Wind, and made fhort Tacks all Nighe
to fall in with our Prize; at Day-lignt faw her to
Windward ; at Ten P. M: retook her, with Ten
Frenchmen on Board. I learn frem the Prize.
Mafter, the Brig is called the Pappilon, 360 Tons
Burthen, pierced for 18 Guns, mounting 14, 4
Twelve and 10 Nine Pounders, manned with 16c
Men, We had 5 Men killed and 4 badly wounded,
I have to regret the Lofs of Licutenant Dutton aad
M. Johnfton, Boat{wain, amongit the Killed. 1 beg
Leave to' recommend to your Lordfhip’s Notice Mr,
Marihall, Mafter, for his good Condu¢t during the
A&ion. Every Praife is due to the Ship’s Company
for their good Behaviour. As all our lower Mafts,
Bowfprit, Main Boam, both Topmalts and moft of
the Yards fhot through, with all the Sianding and
Running Rigging cut, I thought proper 1o put into
Lifbon to repair our Damage.
I have the Honor be, &c. &c. &c,

HUGH DOWNMAN,
Earl of St. Vincent, :
&, & o,



