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of a yégular T'reaty, jult and hioderate in it’s Prin-
ciples, embracing all the Interefts ¢oncerned, and
‘extending to every Subje& conneted with the Re-
ftoration of Public Tranquillity. The Commu:

nication of this Paper, delivered in the very firft-

Conference, .was accompanied by fuch Explanations
as fully ttated and detailed the utmoft Extent of His
Majefty’s Views, and at the fame Time gave ample

" Room for the Examination of every difputed Peint,
for mutval Arrangeitent and Conceflion, and for
veciprocal Facilities afifing out of the Progrefs of
fair Difcuflion.

To this Proceeding, open and liberal beyond
Example, the Condu&t of His Majelty’s Bnemie
oppofes the moft ftriking Contraft. From them no
Counter-Project has ever yet been obtained: No
Statement of the Extent or Nature of the Conditions
on which they would conclude any Peace with thefe
Kingdoms. ‘Their Pretenfions have always been
Brought forward either as detached or as preliminary
Points, diftinét from the main Objet of Negotiation,
and accomparied, in every Inftance, with an exprefs
Referve of farther and unexplained Demands.

The Points which, in purfuance of this Syftem,
the Plenipotentiaries of the Enemy propofed for
feparate Difcuflion in their firft Conferences with
His Majefty’s Minifter, were at once frivolous and
offenfive ; none of them produdtive of any folid
Advantage to France, but all calculated to raife new
Obftacles in the Way of Peace. And to thefe De-

“mands was foon after added another, in it’s Form
unprecedented, in it’s Subftance extravagant, and
fuch as could originate only in the moft determined
and inveterate Hoftility, The Principle of mutual
Compenfation, before exprefsly admitted by common
Confent as the juft and equitable Bafis of Nego-
tiation, was now difclaimed ; every ldea of Mode-
ration or Reafon, every Appearance of Juftice, was
difregarded ; and a Conceflion was required from
His Majetty’s Plenipotentiary, as a preliminary dnd
indifpenfable Condition of Negotiation, which muit
at once have fuperfeded all the ije&s, and pre-
cluded all the Means of treating. France, after
incorporating with Her own Dominions fo large a
Portion of Her Conquefts, and affefting to have
deprived Herfelf, by Her own internal Regulations,
of the Power of alienating thefe valuable Additions
of Territory, did not feruple to demand from His

"Majelty the abfolute and unconditional Surrender of

" all that the Energy of His People, and the Valour

_of His Fleets and "Armies, have conquered in the
prefent War, either from France, or from Her Al-’

" lies. " She required that the Power of Great Britain’
fhould be confined within it’s for‘mei'gLi'rhits, at the

“ very Moment. when her own Dominion was extended

to a Degree almoft anparalleled in Hiftory. Sheina
fited, that in Proportion to the Increafe of Danger,
the Means of Refiftance thould be diminithed ; and

“that His Majefty fhould give up, without Comperi-

{ation, and into the Hands of His Enemies, the ne-
ceflary Defences. of His Pofleflions, and. the future
Safeguards of His Empire. Nor was even this Dé-
mand brought forward as conftituting the Terms of
Peace, but the Price of Negotiation; as the Con=
dition on which alone His Majefty was to be allowed
to learn what fufther unexplained Demands were
ftill referved, and to what greatsr Sacrifices thefe
unprecedented " Conceflions of Honour and Safety
were to lead.

Whatever were the Impreflions which fuch a Pro=
ceeding created, they did not induce the King
abruptly to preclude the Means of Negotiatioi.
In rejefting without a Moment’s Hefitation a De-
mand, whith could have been made for no other Rea-
fon than becaufe it was inadmiflible, His Majefty,
from the fixed Refolution to avail Himfelf of every
Chance of bringing the Negotiation to 4 favourable
Iffue, dire@ed that an Opening thould fill be left
for treating on reafohable and équal Grounds, fuch
as might become the Dignity of His Crown, and
the Rank and Station in Europe in which it has
pleafed the Divine Providence to place the Bridfh
Nation,

This temperate and conciliatory Condu@® was
ftrongly expteflive of the Benevolence of His Ma-
jefty’s Intentions ; and it appeared for fome Time o
have prepared the Way for that Refult which has
been the uniform Objeét of all His Meafures. Two
Months elapfed after His Majefty had unequivocally
and definitively refufed to comply with the unrea-
fonable and extravagant Preliminary which had been
demanded by His Enemies. During all that Time
the Negotiation was contiaued open, the Conferences

‘were regularly held, and the Demand thus explicitly
 rejected by one Party was never once renewed by the

other, It was not only abandoned ; it was openly
difclaimed ; Affurances were given in direct Contra-
diétion to it. Promifes were continually repeated,
that His Majefty’s explicit and detailed Propofals
fhould at length be anfwered by that which could
alone evince a real Difpofition to negotiate with Sin«
cerity, by the Delivery of a Counter-Projed, of a
Nature tending to facilitate the Conclufion of Peace ;
and the long Delays of the French Government in
executing thefe Promifes were excufed and accounted

for by an unequivocal Declaration, that France was

concerting with “her Allies for thofe Sacrifices on

‘their Part, which - might afford the Means. of pro-

ceeding - in the Negotiation. . Week: after Week
pafied over in the Repetition of thefe folemn En-
g‘agemcn:.?
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