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' Admiralty-Office, O&ober 16, 1797.
APTAIN Fairfax, of the Venerable, arrived
early this Morning with Difpatches from

Adam Duncan, Efq; Admiral of the Blug, Com-
mander in Chief of His Majefty’s Ships, &c. em-
ployed in the North Sea, to Evan Nepean, Efq;
Secretary of the Admiralty, of which the follow-
ing are Copies,

Venerable, at Sea, 13th Ostober, 1797,

off the Coaft of Holland.
SIR, '

BE pleafed to acquaint the Lords Commiffioners of
the Admiralty, that, judging it of Confequence
their Lordfhips fhould have as early Information as
poffible of the Defeat of the Dutch Fleet under the
Command of Admiral De Winter, I difpatched the
Rofe Cutter at Three P. M. on the 12th (t1th} In-
ftant, with a fhort Letter to you immediately after
the A&tion was ended. I have now farther to ac-
amaint you, for their Lordthips Information, that in |
the Night'of the 10th Inftant, after I had fent away
my Letter to.you, of that Date, I placed my
Squadron in fuch Situation as to prevent the Enemy
from returning to the Texel without my falling
“in with them. At Nine o’Clock in the Morning
of the 11th I got Sight of Captain Trollope’s
Squadron, with Signals flying for an Enemy to
Leeward ; 1 immediately bore up, and made the
Signal for a general Chace, and foon got Sight of
them, forming in a Line en the Larhoard Tack to
receive us, the Wind at N. W.  As we approached
near I'made the Signal for the Squadron to fhorten
Sail, in order to conne& them ; foon after I faw
the Land between Camperdown and Egmont, about
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Nine Miles to Leeward of the Enemy, and finding
there was no Time to be loft in making the At~
tack, I made the Signal to bear up, break the
Enemy’s Line, and engage them to Leeward, each
Ship her Opponent, by which I got between them
and the Land, whither they were falt approaching.
My Signals were obeyed with great Promptitude,
and Vice-Admiral Onflow, in the Monarch, bore
down on the Enemy’s Rear in the moft gallant
Manner, his Divifion following his Example, and
the Action commenced about Forty Minutes paf
Twelve 0’Clock. The Venerable foon got through
the Enemy’s Line, and I began a clofe Aétion, with
my Divifion on their Van, which lafted near Two
Hours and a Half, when I obferved all the Mafts

~of the Dutch Admiral’s Ship to go by the Board ;
' fhe was, however, defended for fome Time in a
'moft gallant Manner; but being overprefied by
' Numbers, her Colours were firuck, and Admiral

De Winter was foon brought on Board the Venerable,
On looking around me I obferved the Ship bearing
the Vice-Admiral’s Flag was alfo difmafted, and had
furrendered to Vice-Admiral Onflow] and that many
others” had likewife ftruck. Finding we were in
Nine Fathoms Water, and not farther than Five
Miles from the Land, my Attention was fo much
taken up in getting the Heads of the difabled Ships
off Shore, that I was mot able to diftinguith the
Number of Ships captured; and the Wind having
been conftantly on the Land fince, we have unavoid-
ably been much difperfed, fo that I have not been
able to gain an exa&t Account of them, but we have
taken Pofleffion of Eight or Nine; more of them
had firuck, but taking Advantage of the Night,
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