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Parliament-Street, July 13, 1797. 

ADISPATCH, of vvhich the following is an 
Extract, has been received by the Right Hon. 

Henry Dundas, One of His Majesty's Principal Se
cretaries of State, from Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, 
commanding His Majesty's Troops in the Ifland of 
St. Domingo, dated Port au Prince, May 8, 1797. 

TN my Letter of the 13th of April I have done 
•*• myself the Honor of informing you, that the 
Army of the Enemy under Toussaint, after the un
expected Evacuation of Mirebalais, had possessed it
self of Grand Bois, while the Division of their. 
Forces on the Side of Leogane continued to sire with 
Cannon against Grenier. 

The Preservation of these Posts was an Object of 
considerable Moment. Every Method was taken, 
in cafe of their Loss, to guard the Mountain, and 
to dispute the Ground on"Which the Enemy, could 
place their Howitzers for the Destruction of Port 
au Prince, the Object which was supposed to 
be in their Contemplation ; but, as it was evident 
that the Army of Toussaint could not be prevented 
from crossing the Plain, and, under this Impression, 
the Baron Montalembert had obtained my Permission 
to evacuate the Post of Thomazeau, at the Foot of 
the Mountains of Grand Bois, I determined to take 
the Guns in the Battery against Gicnisr, that, in 
cafe the Armies of Toussaint and Leogane Ihould 
join, they might be totally without Cannon, which 
could not well be brought across the Plain of the 
Cul de Sac, and without Cannon the junction or 
Separation of their Armies was equally indifferent. 
Colonel Dessources was therefore placed at the Head 
of zooo Troops, and such preparatory Arrangements 
were made as provided for the Protection of L'Ar 
cahaye, and were well calculated to mislead the 
Enemy ; and such Feints were directed as might 
distract their Attention. 

The Attack was intended to have taken Place on 
the 15th of April, but the Wind did ;-ot permit the 
Arrival of Colonel Dessources with his Regiment 
until the 16 th, when he marched early in the Morrt-
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ing from Port au Prince to Tourmier. The Enemy, 
as was their Custom, placed some Troops in Ambus
cade, who were soon dispersed, and the King's 
Forces arrived at Tourmier, with little Loss. The 
Enemy had occupiedjwo Posts on the Crest of the 
Mountain L,Hospitre,x*on-each Side of Tourmier, and 
nearly at two Miles Distance from it, at the Habi
tations of Boutilljer and St. Laurent. It was ne
cessary to dislodge them from these Positions. Colo
nel De Peyster was therefore detached to Boutillier, 
from which, with his usual Gallantry and good Con
duct, he drove the Enemy. The Post of St. Lau
rent was more obstinately defended, and, by the 
unfortunate Less of Major Pouchet, who was killed 
in leading on the Jeremie Troops, they were thrown 
into Confusion ; nor was the Post taken till a greater 
Force, with Cannon, appeared against it. 

The Delay occasioned by the Defence of St. Lau
rent induced Colonel Dessources to postpone the At
tack of the Battery till the next Day; and that in
telligent Officer employed the Remainder of the 
Night in making such Preparations as were neces
sary to assure the Success of this Enterprize. 

The Defence of the Cul de Sac was entrusted to 
the Baron Montalembert, who made a considerable 
Detachment to the Pass where the Road from Leo
gane by Grenier enters the Plain. This Detach
ment was skilfully conducted by Major O'Gorman. 
It attracted the Notice of considerable Bodies of the 
Enemy, and, on it's Return to the Croix des Bou
quets in the Evening, was attacked on all Sides by 
small Parties, who were repulsed. 

Toussaint entered the Plain in the Course of the 
Day, and marched,to the Side of the Croix des 
Bouquets, actuated, as it is said, by some vague Re
port of that important Post being to be abandoned 
on his first Appearance. His Cavalry fell in with, 
the Advanced Posts of the Baron Montalembert's 
Cavalry, under the Command of Captain Comte 
Manoux. That Officer, collecting his Troops, im
mediately charged the Enemy with great Vivacity, 
when they fled, and withdrew, with the utmost Ex
pedition, to the Mountain. 
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