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wird Hlands, dated off Port D’Efpagne, in the
Gulph of Paria, Fcbruary 21, 1797, 10 Ml Ne-
pran, Secretary of the Admiralty, of which the
fallowing is a Copy : :

SIR,

Have the Honor toacquaiat you, for the Informa-

tion of their Lordfhips, that it having been de-
termined an Attack fhould be made on the Iffand
Trinidad, both with a2 View to that Colony, and to
the Spanifh Squadron which had been there for fo;x;e
Time paft, the Troops intended for this Expedi-
tion from Martinique were accordingly embarked in
the Ships of War and Tranfports, and I failed from
Fort Royal Bay the 12th Inftant, with the Ships
and Veffels of His Majefty’s Squadran under my
Command, as per Margin *. Lieutenant-General
Sir Ralph Abercromby embarked with me in the
Prince of Wales.

The Invinciblé had previoufly failed for Barba-
does, with Two Tranfports, to embark a Part of
the 14th Regiment, and the Thorn and Zebra were
ordered to receive the Detachment from Tobago.
The Favorite was fent to St. Vincent to colleZt fome
Troops from that Ifland, and the Whole: were or-
dered to rendezvous at the Ifland of Cariacou, One
of the Grenadines, on or before the 13th; and, on
my Arrival at that Ifland, the 14th, I found all the
Ships and Tranfports were affembled,

Cn the 15th, in the Morning, I failed with the .

Squadron and Tranfports, pafling bewween Cariacon
and Grenada; and on the 16tharrived off Trinidad,
and ftood toward the Gulph of Paria, when, having
pafled through the Great Bocas Channel, at Half paft
Three in the Afternoon, the Spanith Squadron wete
difcovered at Anchor in Shagaramus Bay, confiting
of Four Sail of the Line, under the Flag of a Rear
Admiral, and One Frigate. ’ :

As the Day was well advanced before I ap-
proached the Bay, and the Enemy “appeared 1n
Strength on Gafparaux Ifland, which commanded
the Anchorage, by Batteries erefted for that Purpofe,
I ordered the Arethufa, Thorn, and Zebra, to pro-
ceed 2 litile farther up the Galph, and anchor wi‘th
all the Tranfports. The Alarm, Favorite, and Vic-
torieufe were ordered to keep under Sail above the
Tranfports during the Night, and prevent any Vef~
fels failing from Port Efpagne. ‘

la the Evening, juit before Datk, I anchored
with the Ships of the Line in Order of Battle, oppo-
fite the Enemy’s Squadron, within Random-Shot of

their Ships and Batteries, and in conftant Readinefs |

¥ Prince of Wales, Bellona, Vengeance, Scipio, Favarite,
Zephyr, Terror Bomb.

to prevent their Efcape during the Night, which B
{ulpeCted they might attempt, as all their Sails werer
bent, and they appeared perfetly ready for failing.

At Two 0'Clock in the Morning of the 17th we'
difcovered One of their Ships on Fire, and foon after’
Three others, all of which burnt with great Fury
until near Daylight, when they were entirely con~
fomed. One of them having efcaped the Con-
flagration, the Boats were fent from the Squadron,
and fhe was brought out without having received:
any Damage.

1 have great Satisfuflion in acquaiming their
Lordfhips, that this Squadron of the Enemy, com-~
manded by Rear-Admiral Don Sebaftian Ruiz de’
Apodaca, were deftroyed or captured accord-
ing 1o the Lift I herewith enclofe; and although
this Service was effefted without any other A&, on
the Part of His Majefty’s Squadron under my Com-
mand, than being placed in fuch a Situation as to
prevent their Elcape, I am fully convinced that, had,
they remained at their Anchorage until the hext
Day, the Officers and Men whom I have the Honor
to command would have completed, by their Exer-
tion and Zeal, the Capture of the Whole, notwith--
ftanding the Advantage of their Situation, under-
the Cover of about Twenty Pieces of Caanon and
Three Mortars, which were mounted on Galparaux
Ifland, and had been placed there for the fole Pur-
pofe of defending the Ships in .the Bay: Thac
lfland, which, like the Ships, had been abandoned:
during the Night, was taken Pofleflion of foon after.
Day-light by a Party of the Queen’s Regiment,

General Abercromby, early in the Morning, joined:
the Arethufa, and the Troops were all landed, in the
Courfe of the Day, ender the Direction of Captain.
Wolley, covered by the Favorite Slop, about.
Three Miles from the Town, without Oppofition:.
The General took Pofleflion of the Town the fame’
Evening, and the 18th thé’ Governor defired to
capitulate. for the whole Ifland, and the Articles
were agreed 10, and figned the fame Day; a Copy
of which I herewith tran{mit .

Captain Harvey, of His Majefty’s Ship Prince
of Wales, will have the Honor to deliver this Dif-
patch, from whom I have always experienced the

| greateft Zeal and Attention to His Majefty’s Ser-

vice. .
I have the Honor ta be,

SIR,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,
HENRY VH‘AR'VEY'. .
* Vide Sir Ralph Abercromby's Letter.

Lift of Spanifp Ships of War burnt and caﬁurcd in Shagaramus Bay, in the Gulph of Pariay February 17,
1797, by the Squadron under the Command of Kear Aamiral Harvey. ' ‘

Guus. Commanders.
San Vi . g Rear-Admiral Pon Sebaftien Ruiz'de Apedaca,
an vincente - 4 Captain Don Geronimo Mendoza, - burnt
Gallasdo | - - 74 ' Don Gabriei Soroddo, = - ¢
-Arroganté - 74 Don Raphaet Benafa, - -
San Damafo - 74 Don Toref Jordan, - - captured,
Santa Cecilia - 36 Don Manuet Urtefabel, - burnt.

HENRY HARVEY.
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