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MONDAY, MARGH 27, 1797

‘Parliament-Street, March 27, 1797,
ARLY this Morning Captain Drew, of the 45th
Regiment, arrived from the Ifland of Trini-
dad, with 2 Difpatch frem Lieutenant-General Sir
R. Abercromby, K. B. to the Right Honourable
Henry Dundas, of which thie following is 4 Copy.

Head Quarters, Trinidad,
- SIR,” Fedruary 27, 1797.

ON my Arrival in this Country, I did not fail to

~ lay before the Admiral my Inftru&ions, and to
confult with him upon the Medins to carry them into
Execution. I found in him every Defire o co-
operate in the Exécution of the Views to which they
are directed. The Arrival of Parc of the Convoy
from England enabled us to proceed with Confidence
10 -our Operations ; therefore, as foon as the Troops
could be colle@ed from the different Iflands, which
were ordered to rendezvous at Cariacou, the Admiral
failed from Martinique, which1fland he left with his
Squadron on1 the 12th Infant.

The Precifion with which the Admiral had given
his Orders ta affembie the Ships of War and Tranf.
ports, left us ot a Moment of Delay.  On the 15th,
in the Morning, the Fleet fiiled from Cariacou.
On the 16th, in the Afternoon, it paffed through
the Bocas, or Entrance into the Gulph of Paria;
where we found the Spanith Admiral with Four Siil
" of the Line and a Frigate, at Anchor, .under Cover
of the Ifland of Gafpidrgrande, which was fortified.

Our Squadron worked up, and came to Anchor
oppofite to, and nearly. within Gunthot of the
Spanith Ships, 'The Frigat¢s and Tranfports were
ordered to anchor higher up in the Bay, and at the
Diftance neariy of Five Miles from the Town of
Port D’Efpagne. The Difpofition was immediately
made for.Landing at Day-light next Morning, apd
~. for-a general Attack vpon the Town and Ships of
War.

At Two o’Clock in the Moruing of the (7th we

perceived- the Spanith Squadron 13 be on Fire 5 the-

Ships burnt with great Fury, One Line of Battle
Ship excepted, which efcaped the Conflagration, and

[ Price Four-pence Halfpenny. ]

- was takén Peffeflion of at Day-Light in the Mozn-
ing, by the Boats’ from our Fleet; the Enemy at
the fame Time evacuated the Iflind, and abandoried
that Quarter. . '

This unexpefied Turnt of Affairs direlted our
whole Attention to ikie Attack of the Town. The
Troops weré immediately orderéd to land, and, as
foon as a few Hundred Men could be got on Shore,
about Four Miles to the Weltward of it, we ad-
vanced, meeting with litde or no Refiftance. Before
Night we were Mafters of Port D’Elpagne and the
Neighbourhood, Two fimall Forts excepted. In the
Morning a Capitulation was entered into with the
Governor Don Chacon, and in the Evening all the
Spanith Troops laid down their Arms, zad the
whole Colony pafied under the Dominion of His
Britannick Majetty. '

Copies of -the Capitulation, of the Stores and
Provifions taken, are herewith tranfmitted,

It 1s a peculiar Saiisfaftion to me that there is no
Lift of Kilted or Wounded; Lieutenant Villeneunve,
of the §th Regiment of Foot, who was Brigade
Majer to Brigadier-General Hompefch, being the
only Perfon who wis wounded, and he is fince dead
of his Wounds.

From the Admiral I have experienced every pof-
fible Co-operation. .Captain Woolley, of His Ma-
jelty’s Ship the Arethufa, and Caprain Wood, of
the Favorite Sloop of War, who had been fent to re-
connoitre in the Gulph of Paria, afforded us minute

Information of the Situation of the Enemy previpus
to our Arrival,  Captain Woolley, wholdireCted the
Difembarkation, fhewed all the Zeal and Inielligence
which I have experienced from him on former Qc-
cafions. T'o Lord Craven, who begged to attend
the Expedition, I am indebted for great Zeal and
Exertion.

Lieuterant-Coloniel Seter, whe is intimately ac.
_quaintéd with this Countey, has been, aud continues
to be, of very great Ufe to me. I fhould not do
Juftice. to his general Chara&er, if I did not take
this Opportunity to exprefs it. My Aide-de-Camp,

Capiaip



