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I could be under no Apprcher.ﬁon for the Safﬂty of
the Colony from any Force w}ugh could be landed
from Nine Ships of War. It bcgpmg, however, an
Objett of infinite Importapce to the Welfare of the
Settlement to prevent axy Body of the Eucmy from
throwing themfelves intq the Country. At the fume

"Time the' Security of the Cape Town became an

Qojeét of particular Amention, both from the rea-

fonable Expedtation,” that the Enemy would not

have come with fuch a Force without a Profpe&t of

a Jun&ion with fome other Armament, and from
_the Poffibility of the Admiral being prevented from

doubling the Cipe by the North. Wefterly Winds

w}nch ulually prevail at this Seafon, and which would
carry the Enemy in Six Hours from Saldanha to

Table Bay. It was' therefore with particular Satif-

fadtion that I found myfelf pofleffed of a Force adc-

quate to both thefe Objetts,

No Time was loft ia making the neceflary Ar-
rangements in 2’ Country totally unufed to a Move-
ment of this Nature. The Troops. began their
Marchon Sanday Morning, neceflarily by Divifions,
on Account of Subfitence. The Burgher Senate
was affembled, to whom I expofed my Intentions,

- to which they exprefled the moit ready Compliance.

Waggons were every where demanded by them and
furnifhied with Chearfulnefs. Cavalry was neceflary,
but the Appointments of the 28th were on Board a

Ship which had failed in Queft of the Admiral.

Thofe of the 25th were alfo on Board Ship in Si-

mon’s Bay, and we had not above Fifty Horfes.\

‘The Appointments were brought up, and I did not
fcruple, on fuch an Ogcafion, to require all Saddle-
Horfes without Exception to be brought in, which
. were valued by Two Members of the Court of Juf-
tice, and Two Officers of the 28th Drragoons, and
paid for on the Spot to theentire Satisfadtion of the
~ Qwners.

. By thefe Means, Sir, leaving Major-General
Doyle in the Command of the Troops at and about
Cape Town, amounting to near 4000 Men, and
Brigadier-General Campbell in the immediate Com
mand of the Town, I, on the Morning of the 16th
Inftant, reached Saldanha Bay, at the Head of the
Advanced Guard, confifting of the Light Infantry,
a Body of Hottentots, and Fifty of the z5th Light
Dragoons, afiifted by Brigadier-General M<Kenzie,
the Remainder of whofe Corps, confiting of the
Grenadicrs, the 78th and Both Battalions, Fifty
more of the z5th and One Hundred of the 28th
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Light Dragooas, in all about 2500 Men, with. Two
) fJ‘Icw.').tze:ra‘ and Nine Field Pieces, arrived !thexe alfo

in an Hour after. -

. In the mean Time the Ad.tmral had rewmed to
Falfc Bay, and on there receiving the firft Accounts
of the Enemy being -in Saldanha Bay, had put to
Sea again with the utmoft Expedition ; and we had
the Satisfaction, from the Heights from whence we
defcended to the Shores of the Bay, to fee him, with
all his Sails crowded, advancing with a fair Wind dj.-
refily to the Mouth of the Harbour, though fill at
fome Diftance. One of the Enemy’s Frigates, which
lay near the Shore to cover their Watering, cannon.
aded us very brifkly as we defcended the Heights,
though without Effect, and we returned their Fire
with as little, having at that Time only Three

‘Pounders withus ; buta Howitzer being brought up,

a few Shells were thrown with great Precifion by
Captain Robertfon, who would probably foon have
deftroyed her; but perceiving that our Fleet was -

-then entering the Bay, and that .there was no

Poflibility of her efcaping, I defifted from firing,
thinking it more for His Majefty’s Intereft “that fhe

Jhould fhare the Fate of the Remainder of the Squa-

dron, the Capture’ of which appeared to me to be
inevitable, than that we fhould rifk the deftroying
her, from a vain Pun&ilio of obliging her to firike
to us. We then employed ourfelves in making the
neceflary Difpofitions for affording fuch Affiftance as
might be in our Power, in the Event of the Ob#tinacy
of the Enemy obliging the Admiral to attack them,
as well as fuch as would be expedient in cafe they
fhould run their Ships on Shore, neither of' which,

however, I thought.probable. I was accérdmgly
informed, by a Letter from Sir George the following
Morning, that the Whole had furrendered themfelves

to him,

The Means by which th:s Event has been accoma
plithed, Sir, has not afforded any Oppoutunity to
His Majefty’s Troops of difplaying that Bravery in
his Service, which I am confident they would have
fhewn, had the Occafion prefented itfelf:. Bus if the
utmoft Alacrity and Chearfulnefs, under almott every
Privation, except that of Meat, during a March of
Ninety Miles, through fo barren a Country . that
there exift but Five Houfes in the whole Line, have
any Merit, I can with Truth prefent them to His
Majefty’s Notice.

This March, Sir, has never yet I believe been
attempted by any Body of Troops, h0wcvcr fmall.
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