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On Board Hit Majesty's Ship the Inconstant, 

Leghorn Road, June *~-

M Y L O R D , 

I N consequence ofthe Intelligence which I received 
* on the 24th Instant, from the Honorable William 
Frederick Wyndh.1111, His Majesty's Minister at 
Florence, and from my diff rent Emissaries on the 
Roads, that t ;vr" was a considerable Probability that 
the French would enter Leghorn*, I immediately 
called a Mc.-.i :a of the Gentlemen of thc Fa. lory, 
an.l communicated to them the abovementioned in-
for nation ; and if equal Attention had been paid to 
it by all as was done by the principal Members, t i c 
Loss would have been far less considerable. I am 
happy, however, to be able to inform your Lord­
ship, that by the extraordinary Exertions which have 
been made, and in particular by Captain Freemantle, 
command-n;; His Majesty's Ship me Inconstant, 
every English Ship in the Mole, T w •nty-three in 
Number, together with great Part 'at t.r vahttble 

ts in the Warehouses, and about T w o tforidrpd 
and Forty Oxen for the Use of His Majesty's Fleet, 
ha, e, in thc Course of T w o Days and Nights, been 
saved. 

1 have the Honor, Sec. 

J O H N U D N Y . 

Vidory, off Teuton, July I, I 796. 
M Y L O R D , 

T T A V I N G seen the Factory and Englilh Sir 
•*•* and the Convoy, with their valuable Effects, 
l.tte into Cornea, I proceeded in His Majesty's Ship 
Inconstant, Captain Freemantle, to receive the Com­
mander in C h i e . \ Instructions for my future Go­
vernment in the Service of Hia Majesty's: Fleet ; and 
liavi .g received Sir John JervL's Orders, I am re­
turning immediately to £ I His M . 

, to rejoin thc Factory and execute 
his Commands. 

I am, tec. 

J O H N U D N Y . 

Admiralty-Office, July 22, 1796. 

Extrad ef a Letter from Viet-Admiral M-
to Mr. Nepean, dale.. • Iii; Majejly's Ship 
Rttjjell, in Y.tr-niuth Road;, July 2 1,1 796. 

P L E A S E to inform my Lords Commissioners of 
* tiie Admiralty of thc Arrival of His Majesty's 

. ..i'ter having had an Action with Six 
1 Frigates, a Brig, and Cutter, off Hist 

Hiiys. Enclosed is a Letter from Cap:.;; •, T.v.1:... . 
giving an Account o f t h . u spirited Affair; 1 ...:..-
ordered her to thc Norc to 

Extra.1? of a Letter fiom Cuptai-t Trollrpe, efi Hit 
Maj, tbt.Glat ton, to Vi, al Mac-
bride, 
in }',umo.t:b-Roa.li. dated the 2 1/? Instant. 

T BF.t ; to inform you, that, in pursuance of 
•* your Orders, 1 failed in liis Majesty's Ship 
Gl.itton on the 1 ;tli of |uly trom Ya.mouth-R 
in order to ;oin C iptain Savage and .1 SquftdrOli un­
der his Command; and 0:1 tn- ioth at One P. M. 
we observed .1 Squadron, about Four or Five ; 
off. Ht'Ivoet. Owing to light Winds and Calms it 
was Seven P. M . before we w 1 re -.'.ii' enn u_.li to dis­
cover tne Squadron to con'ill of Six Frigjttei, One 
of Wliich, rae Commodore's Ship, appeared to 

mount near Fifty Gunsj Two ethers appeared about 
Thirty-fix Guns, remarkably fine long Frigates; 
and the other Three smaller, and might mount about 
Twerity-ei'^ht Guns each. There were also a very 

. fine Brig and Cutter with them. We soon suspected, 
from tlieir Signals and their not answering onr pri­
vate Signals, thar they were Enemier, and' imme­
diately clearei for Action, ar,d bore down to them. 
From their manœuvring it was T n at Night before 
we got close alorlgsid: trie t.iir-j Ship in tne Enemy's 
Line, which from her Size we supposed robetaeCom-

' modore; when, after bailing her, an.i'findirig them to 
be a French Squadron, I druered him to strike his 
Cojours, WhlCB iie returned with a Broadside, "nd I 
believe was well repaid by One from the Gh t ton 
within Twenty Yards ; after which the Action be-
cime general with the Enemy's Squadron, the T w o 
Headmost of whicii had tacked, and One ofthe I rq\st 

I had placed herself alongside, and another on our Wea­
ther Bow, and the Sternmost had placed themselves 
on our Lee Quarter aad Stern: In d u r M a n n e r we 
were engaged on botii Sides for a fee Minutes, with 
our Yard Arms nearly touching those of the Enemy 
on each Side; but I am happy to acqu.ai.it you 
that in less than TAunty* Minutes the-Wcight of our 
Fire had beat them off on all Sides; but when we 
attempted to follow th-m, we, much to our Regret, 
foanl it impossible. I have no Doubt, from the ap­
parent Confusion the Eneni . tve Ihould have 
gained a decisive Vi-tory, bat unfortunately, in at­
tempting to wear, ave found every r.-.it'or' ur k . 1-
ning Rigging totally cut to Pieces, and the 'major 
Part of" out Standing Rigging ; eve;-.- S ay, .veent 

. culler eut or U.,:'y w ijrided, aa3 
Masts and Yard; c • damaged. In this 

ion, although every tan e-xeryrd 
i was 

11 tive Mo a'mg . rahie 
Order to have retie.vei :; 
who appeared in the Morning in a close Line, seemed 
to have suffered wry little in theirRi^ging. 'dlthough 
I am certain they me. : have much Damagoin their 
Hulls, at which the who'e or c Ir :r re was directed. 
As they did not ce.ule to com '.'.pain, al­
though tliey muli plainly he.ee fen our disabled 

1 State, but made the best ot their Way for Flushing, 
I an.l we followed them as close as we coulo till the 
I 17th at Nil A> Mi w ieB.ri*sy w. re within Three 

Leagues of that Port, ivith te.e" Hopes of meeting 
some Assistance to enable me to destroy t'lem ; 

but it coming on to blow hard.,; West, in the disabled 
Sta:.- theTJhip wa- in, we were forced to hiul>'off the 
Si'.are ; but although we were not able to take any 
of t ie:a, I trust you will du.-.k the Officers .trial Men 

1 i have the Honour to command in the Giat-
! ton, to whom I hate Reason to give every Merit for 

their steady, gallant and cool Behaviour in she At­
tack, have done their ut:;- .,no Good, 
in driving i'o very superior a Force i rein, 
that might have done vertl considerable Dim:v;c to 
our Trade had they go: to Sea. • ! cann I 
this without rscomfflrnding to vour Notice, ia the 

. Lieutenant R.>'je:t Williams ( zd ) , 
my First Lieutena t. v. 10 
in his Power on the Upper Deck; ind ..'•-. Lieut--
II mt Sc .omberg, Sroond Lie . rr. 
Pringle, Tltij I Lieutenant", who commarwled on.tac 
Lower Deek; and allo Captain Sttangsways, of the 
?ti ..iives, who, 1 tin very sorry I 11 vou, has 
received a bad 'vYa.-e.ni &QJO a BJusouet Ball in his 

T iugh . 
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