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were clofe engaged for Thirty-five Minutes, and the
Unicorn’s Mafts, Sails and Rigging are much cut
and damaged, not a Man on Board was+hurt, while
the Enemy had Thirty-feven killed and Fiftecn
wounded.

Intrepidity and judicious Management were never
more ftrongly manifefted than in this Inftance, which
refleéts the higheft Honor on Captains Williams and
Martin, and on every Individual under their Com-
mand, and they all have my humble but warmeit

Approbation and Thanks.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Williams, of His
Mayefty's Ship Unicorn, to Vice- Admiral Kingf-
mill, dated Unicorn, at Sea, June 10, 1796.

SIR, Holy Head E. S. E. dift. 8 Leagues.

I HAVE the Honor to lay before you a Narrative
of the Proceedings of the Squadron under my
Command fince my Departure trom Cork on the
1gth Ult. Oa the following Day, in confequence
of my having received Intelligence of the Enemy’s
Privatecrs being on the Coaft, to the Northward of
Cape Clear, I difpatched His Majcﬂ{s Sloop Ha-
zard, with Orders to Licutenant Parker her Com-
mander to cruize between the Cape and the Mouth
of the Shannon, while I, for the more effectual
Prote&tion of our Trade, cruized with the Santa
Margaritta in the Vicinity of Cape Clear. I had
the Satisfaction a few Days afterwards to learn that
the Hazard had retaken Two Prizes, and had chaced
the Privateer off the Coaft that captured them, after
a narrow Efcape from being taken. On the sth
Inflant, having met with other Ships of the Irith
Station, I concluded upon making a Circnit on the
outer Limits of my Station, accompanied by the
Santa Margaritta, and at Dawn of Day on the 3th
Inftant, Scilly bearing E. Half S. 17 Leagues, we
difcovered Three Ships of War on our Lee Beam,
diftant Two or Three Miles, to which we imme-
diately gave Chace, and foon afterwards perceived
them to edge away, and that they were Enemy’s
Ships, Two Frigates and a large Ship Corverte.
* At Nine A. M. they formed themfelves in a clofe
Bow and Quarter Line, and continued to run from
“us in that Pofition, the largeft Ship under eafy Sail,
for the Support of his Squadron. In this Situation
we approached them very fatt, and muft have {peedily
brougnt them to A&tion. 1 therefore made the Sig-
nal to form for Battle, the Margaritta being at this
Time a-head of the Unicorn, and at the fame Time
directed her by Signal to come within Hail, to learn
from Captain Mardn his Opinion of the Enemy’s
Force, who informed me, that the largeft Ship was
a 38 Gun Frigate, the Thames, and a Corvette.
I ordered Captan Martin to attack the Thames, ac-
quainting him with my Intention to fight the largeft
Ship with the Unicorn. On our nearer Approxch,
the Corvette, which detained the other Slxi&s, gra-
dually hauled out to Windward, and paffed our
Weather Beam in long Gun-Shot, fteering after-
wards the fame Courfe as the other Ships, and with
the Intention, I then imagined, to be in Readinefs
to give Support to cithet of her Friends eventually
mott needing it. :
At One, P.M. the Two Frigates hoifled French
Colours, the largelt Ship a Commodore’s Pendant,
and at the fame Moment commenced a quick and
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well-dire¢ted Fire on us with their ftern Chaces;
the Corvette at this Time hauled more up, and, to
my great Aftonifhiment, brought to, toboard a Sloop
pafling us on the contrary Tack. ~ As the Commodore
continued to wait for the Thames we thereby up-
Eroached them both, but were confiderably retarded
y the Effects of their Shot. At Four, P. M. the
Thames being the fternmoft Ship, bore round up,
to avoid the Fire from the Unicorn, and to pour a
Broadfide into the Margaritta’s Bow, when I had the
Pleafure to fee Captain Martin manceuvre his Ship
with the greateft Judgment, and with the utmoit
Gallantry he laid himfelf clofe alongfide his Oppo-
nent. The fuperior and well-diretted Fire from the
Santa Margaritta marked the Difcipline of his Ship,
and foon put the Thames into his Poffefion. The
Commodore, on feeing his Companion fall, made all
Sail, and by a fudden and judicious though unfuc-
cefsful Manceuvre, endeavoured to gain the Wind of
the Unicorn. We were at this Time chacing him
toward the Entrance of the Irith Channel, and foon
after pafled clofe to the Tufker Rock. The Parity
of Sailing in the Two Ships, aided by the Judgment
of the Enemy’s Commander, kept us at running
Fight for Ten Hours ; during which Period we were
much annoyed in our Sails and Rigging, and were
for fome Time unluckily deprived of the Ufe of our
| Main-Topfail ; but on it’s falling les Wind after
| Dark we were enabled to ufe our fupernumerary
Flying Sails, Royal Steering Sails, &c. which, by flow
Degrees, brought us fo near his Weather Quarter as
to take the Wind from his Sails; when, at Half
paft Ten at Night, after having purfued Two Hun-
| dred and Ten Miles, we fhot up alongfide of our
| Antagonift, gave him Three Cheers, and com-
| menced clofe A&ion, which had continued in that
! Pofition with great Impstuofity on both Sides for
| Thirty-five Minutes ; when, on clearing up_ of the
| Smoke, I obferved that the Enemy had dropt on our
| Quarter, was clofe hauled, attempting, by a mafterly
| Manceavre, to crofs our Stern, and gain the Wind.
| This was happily prevented by our inflantly throw-
'ing all aback, and giving the Ship ftrong Stera-
| way, by which we pafled his Bow, regained our
Situation, and rencwed the Attack. The Effe&s of

| our Fire foon put an End to all Manceuvre, for the
Enemy’s Ship was compleatly difmantled, her Fire
ceafed, and all further Refiftance appeared to be in-
effettual ; they called to us they had furrendered.
The Ship proves to be La Tribuue, commanded by
Commogore John Moulflon, mounting 44 Guns,
though pierced for 48; on the Main Deck 26
| Twelves, onthe Quarter-Deck and Forecaitle 16 long
| Sixes, and 42 Ib. Carronades; had on Board at the
Commencement of the Aétion 337 Men, 37 of whom
are killed, 13 badly and 2 flightly wounded. The

| Ship is quite new, launched fince the Commencement
| of the War, fails extremely fait, is of large Dimen-
fions, being on the Gun Deck Two Feet broader and
Thirteen Fect longer than the Unicorn. Commodore
Mouliton, who I am forry to add is among the
Wounded, is by Birth an American, but has ferved
Sixteen Years in the French Navy, and during the
prefent War has always had the Command of a Di-
vifion. The Squadron late under his Orders, con-
filting of La Tribune, La Proferpine, La Thames,
and La Legére, of 20 Nine Pounders, had left
Breft Two Days only, had taken nothing; La
B Proferpine




