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T the Court at St. James's, the 18th Day of
May, 1796,
PoiR: B 8 B N Lo
The KING’s Moft Excellent Majeity in Council.

1S Majeity having been pleafed to appoint
H Chnrlés Earl ongorthaxg ton to bcpiord
1

eutenant of the Counti of Northampten, his
Lordhip .this Day took the Oaths appointed to be
taken thereupon, inftead of the Oaths of Allegiance
and Supremacy.

* Bxtradl of a Leter from Captain™Cayley, of His
Maj:j{x{ Ship aniﬁu‘:i&:’r, to Mr. Nepean, Secre-
. _tary to the Admiralty, dated at Sea, the ath of
- April, 1796, Lat. 35. 28. N. Long.18.16. W,

ON the rft Inftant, in Lat. 37. 11. N. and Long.
18. 2. W. we captured the Alexander French
Privateer, of Ten Guos and Sixty-fix Men, com-
manded by Monf, Petre Edite, belonging to Namz,
out Ten Days ; had captared the Signior Mantcalm,
from Liibon, bound to the Brazils, which Ship was
alfo recaptured. The Convoy being fo near Ma-
deira, I thought it proper to fend the Albjcore there
with the recaptured Vefltl, with Orders to endeavour
1o join the Convoy again as foon as pofiible. The
Privateer 1 fhall carry with me to the Weft Indies.

Extra? of a Letter from Adam Duncan, Efg;
Adwiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chies of
His Majefty's Ships and Veffels in the North Sea,
to Mr. Nepean, Secretary to the Admiraliy, dated
Venerable, at Sea, May 16, 1796.—At Noon,
Texel, S. E. by B. Diflance v5 Leagues.
BE ‘pleafcd to acquaint the Lords Commifiioners of
the Admiralty, that, on the 12th Inftant, at
Day-Light, (the Texel then bearing N, W. by W,
Diftance about 8 Leagues) I diftovered a Frigate
< and Buig ftandiag in to the Fleer, making the private
~Sighal 1o fpeak with me ; they proved to be His
ﬁcny’s Ship Pegafus and Syl&h Sloop, whom [
h:u!J ordered to cruize off the Naze of Norway,
Captain Donelly came on Board, and informed me,
that in confequence of the Information he had re-
ceived' on the 8th Inftant, of the Dutch Frigate
Argo and Three National Brigs having left Flickeroe
the Day hefore, bound to the Texel, he prozeeded
off the Jutland Coaft, and on the Morning of the
gth got Sight of them. Hg kept near them all Day,
but loft Sight of them about Ten o’Clock that
Night; and judging it proper to make me acquainted
therewith, direﬁcdg Captain White, of the Sylph,
to ftecr a different Conrfe to himfelf in order to fall
in with me, and luckily they both joined. Having
confulted with Captain Donnelly, and found they
could not be many Leagues from us, | immediately
difpasched Captain Halfled in the Pheenix, together
with the Leopard, Pegafus and Sylph, to proceed to
the Northwvard of the Texel, and fpread the reft of
the Squadron.  All the Ships had jult made Sail
about Five o’Clack, when the Signal was made for
feeing the Durch Frigate and Brigs ; made.the Signal
for a ‘general Chace, it then blowing ftrong ar
* W, N. W, with very hazy Weather. At alittle before
~ Nine o’Clack the Phisenix got up with the Dutch Fri-
ate Argo, mounting 36 Guns and manned with 237
"‘gl:n. and, afier a very {mart Aétion of abonr Half an
., Hour, (during which Time fhe made every Effort

Mo, 13894, B

to get off) the fruck to the Phaenix’s fuperior Fires
forgzhc Particulars of which muft btgﬁt‘o‘reﬁ:’:ﬁ.b
Lordfhips to Captain Haltted’s Letter herewith in-
clofed, who, I have the Pleafure to fay, has on this
and every other Occafion, whilft under my Command,
fhewn himfelf to bz a moft aétive, zealous and
cxc‘;,u:qtc.ﬁicccls- Ch f the Brigs, leaving th
e continued in Chace of the Brigs, le: 3

Powerful to aflit Captain Halfted i%ns ﬁuf;vl?gg the
Prifoneis, &c. At Ten o'Clock we faw the Leander
and Pegafus near T'wo of the Brigs, (which I have
fince found to be the Echo of 18 Guns, and the De
Gier of 14 Guns) bat it was fo hazy and blowing
fo hard, we foon left Sight of them; however, by
the inclofed Letter T received from Captain Donnelly,
their Lordfhips will be informied they were both run
an Shore mear Bafch, about Ten Leagues' to the
Eaftward of the Texel. .

The Leander, I find, flood fo near the Shore ag
fhe could with Safety, and faw one of the Brigs
aground ; and from we Report of the Mafter of
ane of the Cutters I fent in Shore, after, find cne
of them was completely loft; the other had beat
over a Shoal, and got to an Anchor, but as it blewy
a'perfe@ Storm the next Day on Shore, have Rea,
fon to believe the is loft alfo. g

We flood after the other Brig, and a little before
Eleven the ftruck to the Sylph ; fhe proves to be
the Mercary of 16 Guns, (all of which except Two
the had thrown overboard during the Chace) and
manned with 85 Men. We then found ourfelves
far to the Eaftward, with the Wind on Snore, which
obliged us to carry a Prefs of Sail, and in the Night
it came to blow a very hard Gale of Wind, which
continued the whole of the next Day ; and the Day
following, being more moderate, was rejoined by the
Powcrfuf. Pheevix and Brilliant, together with the
Datch Frigate and the Duke of York Bye-Boat
from Yamouth to Hamburgh, which had beep cap-
tured by the Argo the Day before, and retaken by
the Pheenix on the 12th.  The Frigateis in excellent
Condition, and in a few Days might be got ready
for Sea and made a complete Cruizer.

Iam, &c.
ADAM DUNCAN.

Pegafus, Texel, S. 8. W. diffant z0 Leagues,
3 May 12, 1790,

SIR, .

I Have the Honor to inform you, that Two of the
Dutch Brigs which we chaced this Mornng
clofe in with the Land abour Bofch, on the Coalt of
Frizeland, and finding by our outfailing them that
they had na other Means of Efcape, run on Shore
clofe to us ; one of them floated off, but fhe after-
watds took the Ground, and, having touched it our-
felves, we fourd it neceffary to ftand off, leaving
them with Signals of Diitrefs in their Foreiop-Mait
Shrouds, and’firirg Guns.

We fhould haye endeavoured to get between them
and the Lund, but could not hau! f{ufficicienty up
without ﬂxortening a great deal of Sail, which would
have been the Meass of letting them fore-reach
upon us {0 as to get away. My Mouve for giving
this Information 1s in the Event of the Ships aftern
not having been fufficicntly near to have afcertained
it.
Asit would have taken fome Time to work up to
you, I judged it prudent to proceed in purfuauce
of
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