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to you, that not bcin%able to prevail upon her
Commander, Citizen Durand, to furrender, afeer
fome Minutes Converfation, I opened a clofe and
well-directed Firc vpon him.  After we had {uftained
the Fire of his Stern Chafes fome Time, and upon
firing the fecond Broadfide, he called out that he
had ftruck. I had at the fame Moment direted the
Helm to be put to Port, in order to board him, as
the Ships were going under a Prefs of Sail ar the
Rate of Ten Kuots, and drawing near the Shore.

Allow me, Sir, to exprefs to you how much 1
feel myfelf obliged to my Firft Lieutsnant Edward
Ellicott, for his very particular Auention in keeping
Sight of the Chace, and for his fteady and manly
Courage when clofe engaged : The Chearfulnefs witn
which he put himfelf at the Head of the Boarders
promifed me the happielt Succefs, if that Event had
been neceffary, and which was only ftopped by the
Enemy’s calling to furrender.

In this fhort Conteft the higheft Praife is due to
my Officers and Ship’s Company, and the Effet of
their fleady Conduct is firiking in the Number of
Killed and Wounded, of which a Lift is annexed.

I cannot fufficiently exprefs my own good Fortune
in not having loft an Officer or Man, which is to be
attributed to the Enemy’s firing at the Maits and
Rigging.

I am, &c.
FRA, COLE.

Sir Edward Pellew, Bart.

&e. e, Ye.

L’Unité, Citizen Durand, Commander.
Killed g——Wounded 11.

Indefatigable, Falmouth, April 23, 1796.

S IR,
IHavc moft fenfible Pleafure in defiring you to

inform my Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty
of my Arrival at this Port, accompanied by the
French National Frigate La Virginie, of 44 Guns,
Eighteen and Nine Pounders, and 340 Men, com-
manded by Citizen Bergeret, Capitaine de Vaiffeau,
who failed from Breft fingly, Four Days ago, to
cruize off the Lizard in this favorite Frigate, which
is confidered the fineft Ship and fafteit Sailer in the
French Navy, and of the largelt Dimenfions, being
158 Feet long and 43 broad.

Or. Wedneiday Morning the zoth Inftant, after I
had fealed my Difpatches for their Lordfhips, laying-
to under the Lizard, with the Squadron waiting f%r
the French Frigate La Unité, our Prize, to weather
that Point, I obierved a Ship coming in from the
Sea, which in my Mind looked rather fufpicious;
and, on her not anfwering the private Signal, when
fhe tacked from us, I immediately gave Chace to
her, accompanied by the Amazon and La Concorde,
(having by Signal direfted Le Revolutionnaire to
attend her Prize into Port, and the Arﬁo to proceed to
Plymouth.) The fuperior failing of the Indefatigable
gave me the Satisfaction of coming up with her,
after a Chace of Fifteen Hours, and running One
Hundred and Sixty-eight Miles. Fortunately the
Wind prevented her from steering for Ulhant, or fhe
muft have efcaped,

A little pat Midnight I commenced A&ion with
the E-emy, which was clofely continued, under a
crowded Sail, for One Hour and Forty-five Minutes,
The Enemy, who fought gallantly, was by this Time

much crippled, her Mizen-Maft and Main-Top-Maft
being fhot away ; the Indefatigable was not much
lefs difabled, having loft her Gaft and Mizen-Top-
Matft, the Main-Top-Sail was rendered ofelefs by an
unlucky Shot cutting both Leech-Ropes. In this
Situation we pafled the Enemy without the Power of
avoiding it, having no After-Sail to back, and I had
long difcovered se had not only to combat a Ship
of large Force, bat that her Commander was com-
plet:ly Mafter of his Profeflion, in whofe Prefence
[ could not commit myfelf with Impunity, by
throwing my Ship in the Wind, without {fubmitting
to bz raked by him.

She had not at this Time ftruck, and we kept
c'ofe a-head of her, receiving new Braces to enable
us to bring the Ship to, to renew the Artack.

At this Period La Concorde appeared in Sight,
clofe under her Stern ; and, upon the Enemy feeing
her, the fired a Gun 10 Leeward, and ftruck her
Light, as a Signal of Surrender.

Although a very few Minutes would have placed
the Indefarigable again alongfide of her, I am con-
fident the would not have furrendered without fur-
ther Refiftance, had not the Concorde {o timely come
up.
pI am extremely indebted to Captains Hunt and
Reynolds, for their very particular Attention in
keeping after us during the Night on fo many
Courfes, which nothing but the moft delicate Ob-
fervance of my Signals would have enabled them to
do, their Diftance aftern being fo great.

Their Lordfhips are well aware how difficult it is
in a Night Aé&ion with a flying Enemy, whofe Rate
of failing is little inferior to her Antagonif, to cheofe
a Situation ; and, when it is remembered how often
this Ship changed her’s in the A&tion, I need fcarcely
fay what great.Attention was paid to my Orders by
every Officer under my Command.

To Licutenants Pellowe, Thomfon and Norway,
my Thanks are above Exprefiion. Lieutenant Wil-
liams of the Marines, and Mr. B=ll the Mafter, who
were immediately about my Perfon, rendered me the
utmoft eflential Services.—The Ship’s Company, who
have been my faithful Companions during the War,
and are endeared to me by their uniform Exertions,
r%anifeﬁcd on this Occafion nothing but Ardour and

eal.

But above all other Pleafures I feel is that of in-
forming their Lordfhips that I have loft neither Of-
ficer nor Man in the Contet. The Enemy fuffered
confiderably, having 14 or 15 killed, 17 badly
wounded, and 10 ilightly: The Ship much fhat-
tered in her Hull, aanour Feet Water in her Hold
from Shot Holes.

I have fent La Concorde to Plymouth with La
Virginie, and fhall proceed with the Amazon, who
has‘ioﬁ her Head, for the {ume Place, To-morrow,
in order to repair the Damages we have {uftained in
the Aétion.

I am, &c.

EDW. PELLEW.

Extra® of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Murray,
Commander in Chief of His Majofly's Ships and
Veffels in North America, to Evan Nepean, Efg;
Secretary of the Admiralyy.

N the 1rth Inftant arrived L’Avrore, (French

Corvette) Prize to His Majefty’s Ship Cleooatra.
She had only Fifty Men on Board when taken.



