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Admiralty-Office, March 22.
DISPATCH, of which the following is a
Copy, has been received at this Office from
Sir William Sidney Smith.

Diamond, off Cape Frebel, March 18, 1796.

SIR,

AVING received Information that the Armed
Veflels detached by the Prince of Bouillon had
chafed a Convoy, confiting of a Corvette, Two
Luggers, Four Brigs, and Two Sloops, into Herqui,
I proceeded off that Port, to reconnoitre their Pofi-
tion and found the Channel, which I found very nar-
row and intricate. 1 fucceeded, however, in gaining
a Knowledge of thefe Points fufficient to determine
me to attack them, in the Diamond, without Lofs of
Time, and without waiting for the Junétion of any
Part of dfe Squadron, left the Enemy fhould fortify

themfelves flill further on our Appearance.
Lieutenant M<Kinley, of the Liberty Brig, and

me off the Cape, and, though not under my Orders,
very handfomely oftered their Services, which I ac-
cepted, as {mall Veflels were effentially neceffary
in fuch an Operation. The permanent Fortification
for the Defence of the Bay are Two Batteries on a
high rocky Promontory: We obferved the Enemy
to be very bufily employed in mounting a detached
Gun on a very commanding Point of the Entrance.
At One 0'Clock Yefterday Afternoon this Gun
opened upon us as we paffed : The Diamond’s Fire
however filenced it in Eleven Minutes. The others
opened on us as we came round the Point, and their
commanding Situation 'ving them a decided Advan-
tage over a Ship in our%loﬁt:on, 1 judged it neceffary
to adopt another Mode of Attack, and accordingly
detached the Marines and Boarders to land behind
the Point, and take the Batteries in the Rear. As
the Boats approached the Beach they met with a
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warm Reception, and ‘a temporary Check, frem a
Body of Troops drawn_‘:r to oppofe their Landing :
The Situation was critical, the Ship being expofed to
a moft galling Fire, and in intricate Pilotage, with a
confiderable Portion of her Men thus detached. I
pointed out to Lieutenant Pine the apparent Prafti~
cability of climbing the Precipice in Front of the
Batteries, which he readily perceived, and, with an
Alacrity and Bravery of which I have had many
Proofs in the Courfe of our Service together, he un-
dertook and executed this hazardous Service, land-
ing immediately under the Guns, and rendering him-
felf Mafter of them before the Column of Troops
could regain the Heights. The Fire from the Ship
was directed to cover our Men in this Operation ; it
checked the Enemy in their Advancement, and the
Re-embarkation was effefted, as foon as the Guns
were {piked, without the Lofs of a Man, though we
have to regret Licutenant Carter of the Marines

| being dangeroufly wounded on this Occafion.
Lieutenant Goflet, of the Arittocrat Lugger, joined |

The Enemy’s Guns, Three Twenty-four Poun-
ders, being filenced and rendered ufelefs for the Time,
we proceeded to attack the Corvette and the other
Armed Veflels, which had by this Time opened their
Fire on us, to cover the Operation of hauling them-
felves on Shore. The Diamond was anchored as
clofe to the Corvette as her Draft of Water would
allow. The Liberty Brig was able to approach near,
and on this Occafion I cannot omit to mention the
very gallant and judicious Manner in which Lien-
tenant M*Kinley, her Commander, brought this Vef~
fel into A&ion, profiting by her licht Draft of
Water to follow the Corvette clofe. The Enemy’s
Fire foon flackened, and the Crew bein: obferved
to be making for the Shore on the Eng'ith Colours
being hoillc§ on the Hill, I made the Signal for the
Boats, manned and armed, to board, directing Lien-
tenant Goflet, in the Lugger, tocover them. This
Service was executed by the Party from the Shore,
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