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Publithed by Authoritp,

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER. 24, 1793,

Horfe Guards, November 23, 1798:
ISPATCHES, of which the following are
Copies and an Extraft, have been this Day re-
eeived by the Right Honorable Henry Dundas, ope
of "His" Majefty’s Priricipal Secretaries of State,
from Vice- Admiral Sir George Keith Elphinftone,
K. B. and Major-Generals Alured Clarke and J. H.
Craig. ,

Cafile of the Cape of Good Hope,
September 21, 1795,
SIR,

HE Dutch Governor having not.gnly rejefted, in
the moit pevemiptory Terms, the Propofals which
had been made to him, that the Settlement thould
place itfelf under the Prote@ion of Great Briuin,
but having aifo afted in a Manner demonftrative of
fech hofiile Difpofitions towards us as to juftify the
Sufpicior-which was conveyed to us of it’s being his

- Intention to fet Fire to Simon’s Town, from whicti
all the Inhabitants had been obliged to retire by his !

Order, the Admiral and myfelf concurred in think-
ing it expedient to prevent the Execution of his
Purpofe, by landing ourfelves, and taking Poffeffion
of the Place, which I accordingly did on the 14th of
July, with the Part of the 78th Regiment under my
Command, and the Marines of the Squadron, the
latter amounting to about 350 Men, and the former
to 450, Very few Days elapfed befare our Patroles
were fired upon by the Burgher Militia and Hotten.

[ Price Nine-pence, ]

: which we knew they entettained Doubts.

tots, who occupied the Hills round us, while 635
People were reftrained by the Diretions which they
had received not to commit any At of Hoftility tos
wards the Dutch Troops. Hoftilities belng, how-
ever, thus commenced, and as the Time approached
when we might reafonably expeft the Arrival of tie
Troops and Stores which had been requelted of the
Governor of St.Helena, it appeared to me to be an -
Obje& of Confequence to difpoflefs the Dutch Forces
of the Poft which they occupied at the importane
Pafs of Muifenberg, as by it we might perhaps open
a more ready Communication with the Countiy, a¢
the fame Time that we fhould by doing fo convince
the Inhabitants of the Reality of our Intentions, of
I accord-
ingly propofed it to Sir George Elphinftone, who
immediately agreed to it with that Readinefs which
has {o ftrongly attended all the Inftances of Afliftance
which I have received front him. Sir George hav-
ing landed a Detachment of Seamen, which was
formed into two Battalions, we were only delayed
by the Want of a proper Wind, which would not
permit the Movement to take Place #ill the Morning
of the 7th of Auguff, when Sir George having
made the Signal that it would ferve, the America and
Stately, with the Echo and Rattlefnake, got under
Weigh about Twelve o’Clock, and I marched at the
fame Time with the 78th and Marines, together with
the Seamen, being in all about 1600 Men,
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